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BOOK    I. 


CHAPTER     I. 

IN  the  county  of  Dev»n,diftant  four 
miles  from  the  neareft  town,  and  fur- 
rounded  only  by  woods,  and  a  few  thinly- 
fcattered  cottages,'  flood  the  ancient  fa- 
mily manfion  of  Sir  James  Delmingtonj 
Bart,  lately  deceafejl.  This  habitation, 
at  once  gloomy,  (lately,  and  extenfive^ 
was  now  the  conflant  refidence  of  Lady 
Delmington,  his  widow,  her  children^ 
an  orphan  niece,  and  a  confiderable  efta-, 
bliftiment  of  domeftics. 
,  Married  extremely  young,  Lady  Qel- 
mington,  though  the  mother  of  a  large 
family,  was.  ilill  in  the  prime  of  'liftr 
handfpme,  and  accomplifhed.  Her  birth, 
vol.  i.  B  though 
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though  not  noble,  was  refpe&able;  her 
education  had  been  attended  to  with  carej 
her  difpofition  was  benevolent  and  ami- 
ablej  and  her  manners  polifhedj  eafy, 
and  unaffe&ed. 

As  her  income,  fince  the  death  of  Sir 
James,  had  been  confiderably  diminifhed; 
and,  with  a  view  to  the  future  advantage 
of  her  younger  children,  me  wifhed  to 
avoid  every  unnecefiary  expence,  fhe  had 
from  the  moment  that  event  took  place 
determined  upon  refiding  wholly  at  Del- 
mington  Houfe.  There,  educating  her 
girls  entirely  at  home,  upon  the  molt  eco- 
nomical, yet  rational  plan,  me  lived  re- 
tired, and  almoft  unknown  ;  contentedly 
devoting  herfelf  to  the  duties  of  her  fitu- 
ation,  and  unrepiningly  dedicating  the 
beft  part'of  her  life  to  folitude,  tender 
maternal  cares,  vigilant  attention,  and  in- 
cefTant  anxiety. 

Her  eldeft  fon,  Edgar,  who  inherited 
.his  father's  title,  and  his  father  s  excellence 
of  heart  and  difpofition,  was  at  this  period 
about  fifteen.  To  a  countenance  open, 
intelligent,  and  animated,  he  united  a 
franknefs,  a  generofity  of  character,  and 
a  fweetnefs  of  temper,  rarely  to  be  fur- 
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paifed.  Though  wild,  thoughtlefs,  and 
impetuous,  he  was  never  unfeeling,  never 
malevolent  or  deliberately  refentful. — 
His  paffions  were  violent,  but  by  a  little 
management  eafily  curbed ;  and  by  a  mild 
remonftrance  and  fupplicating  look  en- 
tirely fubdued. 

Frederick,  the  fecond  fon,  was  a  year 
younger,  and  in  every  fenfe  of  the  word 
merited  the  appellation   of  a    compleat 
fickle  ; — carelefs,  inattentive,  utterly  de- 
void of  ferious  application,  all  he  learnt, 
he  learnt  by  chance,  and  the  help  of  quick 
parts,  and  a  retentive  memory.     In  per- 
fon  he  was  light  and  aftive;  in   under- 
ftanding    penetrating  and    acute;   to   a 
blunt  readinefs  at  repartee,  that  fometimes 
refembled  wit,  he  added  an  imagination  - 
more  than  commonly  fertile  in  devifing 
fchemes  of  mifchief;.and  a  boldnefs  fel- 
dom  equalled  in  putting  them  in  execu- 
tion. 

Hitherto  educated  at  home,  by  a 
neighbouring  clergyman,  Mr.  Aukland. 
under  the  eye  of  their  mother,  the  time 
was  now  arrived  when  they  were  fir'ft  to 
emerge  into  the  world,  and  quit  the  fhel- 
tering  roof  that  had  fo  long  been  the 
B  2  boun- 
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boundary  of  ail  their  thoughts — the  fcene 
of  all  their  youthful  happinefs.  At  the 
period  when  this  biftory  commences  they 
were  upon  the  point  of  fetting  out  for 
Eton,  whence,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Auk-; 
land,  they  were  afterwards  to  proceed  to 
one  of  the  univerfities. 

On  the  morning  of  a  beautiful  autumnal 
clay,  they  met  by  five  o'clock  in  the  great 
breakfaft  parlour,  to  wait  the  arrival  of* 
the  chaife  that  was  to  convey  them  away. 
Their  mother,  dreading  by  her  own  to 
heighten  their  depreflion,  purpofely  for- 
bore joining  them,  though  already  awake, 
and  liftening  with  fond  folicitude  to  every 
found  that  afcended  from  below.  Their 
lifters,  however,  either  lefs  deeply  affect- 
ed, or  lefs  aware  of  their  own  weaknefs, 
prefently  ran  down  to  them,  followed  by 
their  little  coufin,  once  more  to  repeat 
the  "  farewels"  of  the  preceding  night, 
and  to  fee  them  depart. 

With  heavy  hearts  they  now  heard  the 
chaife  approach.  Mr.  Aukland,  whom  it. 
had  (topped  and  called  for  in  its  way  from 
kyfton,  the  market  town  at.  which  it  had 
been  hired,  refufed  to  alight;  the  two 
boys,  therefore,  forcing  an  air  of 'gaiety 

their 
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their  hearts  were  far  from  feeling,  haftily 
embraced  their  lifters — looked  up  with 
gliftening  eyes  towards  their  mother's 
window,  and  then  running  down  the  fteps, 
fprung  into  the  chaile,  and  in  a  few  mo- 
ments were  out  of  fight. 

The  girls,  arm  in  arm,  the  tears  ft  ream- 
ing down  their  cheeks,  flood  at  the 
*hrelhold  of  the  door,  watching  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  the  carriage  as  it  drove  down 
the  avenue,  till  it  was  not  only  beyond 
their  view,  but  even  beyond  their  hear- 
ing. Melancholy  and  filent,  they  then 
turned  back,  fighing  to  think  how  many 
months  muft  elapfe  before  thofe  dear  bro- 
thers could  be  reftored  to  their  wifhes. 

Some  hours  had  paffed  finee  their  de- 
parture, and  Lady  Delmington,  with  all 
the  tranquillity  file  could  aflume,  was 
fitting  after  dinner  at  work  in  her  dreffing- 
room,  when  a  fervant  entered  to  announce 
the  approach  of  vifitors. 

Detached  from  the  world  as  fhe  had 
long  been,  and  unufed  to  the  light  of 
evening  company,  this  was  no  very  wel- 
come information  at  a  time  like  the  pre- 
fent.  It  was  impoffible,  however,  to  be 
denied — the  carriage  that  was  arriving  had 
nearly  reached  the  houfe,  and  the  children 

&  3  were 


6  CLARENTINfc. 

were  in  fight  upon  the  lawn  before  it. 
She  gave  orders,  therefore,  to  the  man  to 
fay  fhe  was  at  home,  and  to  come  back 
and  inform  her  who  the  vifitors  were  be- 
fore fhe  went  down. 

Accordingly,  in  a  few  minutes  he  re- 
turned to  fay  Mr   Somerfet  was  below. 

<{  Mr  Somerfet  ?"  repeated  Lady  Del- 
mington,  "  then  call  Clarentine,  and  fend 
her  into  the  parlour  to  me. 

So  faying,  lhe  haftencd  down;  but  on 
opening  the  room  door,  fhrunk  back  a 
moment  from  an  involuntary  emotion  of 
furprife,  fo  little  did  the  perfon  fhe  there 
Jpeheld  referable  him  fhe  expected  to  find- 
Inftead  of  a  man  near  fixty,  feeble  and 
infirm,  fhe  faw  a  young  naval  officer  not 
more  than  twenty,  whofe  figure  was  all 
elegance,  whofe  countenance  was  noble 
and  fpirited,  and  whofe  firft  addrefs,  at 
once  refpe&ful  and  manly,  prepoffeffed 
her  ftrongly  in  his  favour. 
.  "  I  have  done  myfelf  the  honour  of 
waiting  upon  your  Ladyfhip,"  faid  he, 
"  at  the  defire  of  my  father,  to  enquire 
after  the  young  relation  you  are  fo  good 
as  to  countenance,  and  to  affure  her  of 
the  pleafure  it  will  give  him  toliear  fhe 
is  well  and  happy." 

"  I  thank 
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tc  I  thank  you,  Sir,  in  her  name,"  an- 
fwered  Lady  Del mington,  "for  the  kind- 
nefs  of  this  vifit,  and  hope  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes to  prefent  her  to  you  to  repeat  thofe 
thanks  in  perfon." 

She  then  requefted  him  to  be  feated, 
and  began  fome  general  enquiries  after 
his  family 

His  anfwers  fenfible  and  polite;  the 
unaffe&ed  eafe  and  gentlenefs  of  his  man- 
ners; and  the  expreffion  of  good-humour 
and  benevolence  that  lighted  up  his  coun- 
tenance, fo  highly  interested  Lady  Del- 
mington,  that  fhe  was  tempted,  more  than 
once,  to  doubt  the  poffibility  of  his  being 
tke  fon  of  a  man  fhe  had  always  had 
reafon  to  confider  as  his  dire6l  oppo- 
fite  in  every  thing.  His  mother's  vir- 
tues, however,  recurred  to  her  memory; 
and,  in  this  amiable  young  man,  fhe  re- 
joiced to  behold  fhe  worthy  fucceffor  of 
fo  excellent  a  woman,  forgetting  whillt  fhe 
converfed  with  him  the  objeft  of  his  vifit, 
and  the  delay  of  her  little  inmate. 

Mr.  Somerfet,  however,  at  length  drew 
out  his  watch,  and  flatting  at  the  latenefs 
of  the  hour,  arofe  with  an  intention  to 
depart.  Lady  Delmington  preiTed  him  to 
ftay  tea;  but  he  affured  her  it  was  im- 
B  4  poffible, 
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poffible,  as  he  had  a  friend  waiting  for 
him  at  Lyfton,  with  whom  he  was  that 
night  to  travel  feveral  miles  further. 

(i  I  fliall  be  in  your  neighbourhood, 
however,"  added  he,  "  fome  weeks,  and 
if  your  Ladyfhip  will  permit  me,  fhall 
certainly  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  calling 
again  very  foon." 

"  I  earneftly  hope  you  will,"  cried 
Lady  Delmington,  "  fince,  not  only  the 
untimely  abfence  of  our  little  Clarentine, 
but  the  (hortnefs  of  this  vifit,  calls  loudly 
upon  you  for  another." 

She  then  rang  the  bell,  and  Mr.  Sorner- 
fet's  carriage  being  ready,  he  bowed,  and 
left  the  houfe. 

Surprifed  and  concerned  at  the  extra- 
ordinary, and  now,  almoft  alarming  dif- 
appearance  of  her  ward,  Lady  Delmington 
went  out  on  the  lawn  as  foon  as  her 
vifitor  had  left  her,  to  enquire  of  her  chil- 
dren, which  way  they  thought  it  probable 
me  was  gone,  and  how  long  fhe  had  quitted 
them.  To  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  queftions  they 
were  unable  to  give  any  anfwer;  to  the 
laft,  they  replied,  that  neither  fhe  nor 
Emma  had  been  with  them  for  near  two 
hours. 

Lady 
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Lady  Delmington's  uneafinefs,  encreaf- 
ed  by  this  intelligence,  now  prompted 
her  to  fend  a  fervant  into  the  village  in 
fearch  of  Clarentine;  but  at  the  very 
moment  fhe  was  giving  directions  to  that 
efFe£l,  one  of  the  little  girls  came  run- 
ning towards  her,  to  fay  Mr.  Somerfet's 
carriage  was  coming  back  again  ! 

At  this  unexpected  return  Lady  Del- 
mington  went  out,  and  waited  near  the 
entrance  of  the  hall  the.  approach  of  the 
carriage,  which  flowly  drove  up,  and  at 
length  flopped.  The  fervant  who  attend- 
ed it  fprung  .off  his  horfe,  and  opening 
the  door,  the  firft  objeci  Lady  Delming- 
ton  beheld  was  the  young  Clarentine,  pale 
and  fenfelefs,  fupported  in  the  arms .  o£ 
Mr.  Somerfet. 

Terrified  beyond  all  raeafure,  and  af- 
ftioft  dreading  to  enquire  what  had  hap- 
pened, Lady  Delmington  had  only  voice 
to  utter  an  incoherent  exclamation,  be- 
fore Mr.  Somerfet,  alighting,  and  lifting 
Clarentine  out  of  the  carriage,  carried  her 
himfelf  into  the  boufe,  and  placed  her  on? 
a  fopha  in  the  neareft  room. 

There,  whilft  Lady  Delmington's  wo- 
man, who  had  been  fummoned,  wa»  bu- 
lled in  afing  every  means  for  her  reeo- 
B  5  Te*y, 
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very,  and  the  reft  of  the  children  were 
all  ftanding  round  her,  with  looks  of  con- 
fternation  and  difmay,  Mr.  Somerfetgave 
a  brtef  account  of  the  accident  that  threw 
her  into  that  fituation. 

iC  I  was  driving  extremely  quick  through 
the  village,  when,  from  a  cottage  by  the 
road  fide,  I  faw  a  young  perfon  rufh  for* 
ward  almoft  under  the  horfes'  feet,  and 
with  an  agonizing  fhriek  call  out  repeat- 
edly to  the  driver  ta  flop.  Providen- 
tially he  did  fo  in  time  to  fave  her;  and 
when  I  jumped  out,  I  found  herftretched 
upon  the  ground,  grafping  firmly  with  one 
hand  the  cloaths  of  a  child,  to  fecure 
whom,  it  was,  in  all  probability,  fhe  en- 
dangered herfelf  fo  much.  I  j-faifed  her 
up  inftantly,  and  attempted  to  comfort  and 
reftore  her;  but  her  fright,  and  the  fall 
that  fucceededit,  had  totally  deprived  her 
of  fpeech  and  motion,  and  had  not  the 
child  directed  me  whither  to  convey  her, 
1  mould  have  been  compelled  to  have  left 
her  with  the  people  of  the  cottage." 

"  That  child,"  cried  Lady  Delmington, 
railing  her  eyes  in  thankfulnefs  to  heaven, 
**  that  child  was  mine — my  little  Emma  I 
Where,  where  is  fhe  now,  Sir  1" 

"  In 
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"  In  perfeft  fafety,  Madam,  with  a 
woman  who  appeared  juft  as  I  was  coming 
away,  and  faid  fhe  was  your  Ladyfhip's 
houfekeeper." 

Clarentine  at  that  moment  beginning  to 
ftir,  Lady  Delmington's  whole  attention 
was  direcled  towards  her.  In  a  few  mo- 
ments her  recollection  feemed  to  be  re- 
turning, and  looking  with  furprife  around 
her,  like  a  perfon  juft  waking  from  a 
heavy  ftupor,  fhe  uttered  in  a  low  voice 
the  name  of  Emma — afked  if  fhe  was  fafe ; 
and,  on  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
fixed  her  eyes  with  an  air  of  wild  aflonifh- 
ment  on  young  Somerfet,  and  faid  to  her 
aunt 

<«  Who  is  that  ?" 

Somerfet  fmiled;  and  Lady  Delming«- 
ton  anfwered — 

"  An  old  friend  of  your's,  my  love, 
though  a  forgotten  one  ;"  Mr.  William 
Somerfet,  your  coufin." 

"  Mr.  William  Somerfet!"  repeated 
Clarentine,  a  faint  glow  of  pleafure  ting- 
ing her  pale  cheeks.  "  Oh,  I  ought  ne- 
ver to  have  forgotten  him  I  His  former 
kindnefs  to  me — " 

"  Hufh,  hufh,  my  dear  Clarentine," 
interrupted  young  Somerfet,  affectionately 

£  6  taking 
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taking  her  hand,  "  this  is  not  a  time  to 
ftrain  your  memory  for  inftances  of  paft 
friend/hip ;  we  fhall  meet  again  very  foon, 
I  hope;  when,  if  you  are  better,  we  will 
talk  over  former  days,  and  renew  our 
early  acquaintance.  Reft  and  quiet  are, 
at  prefent,  what  you  moft  require ;  there- 
fore, adieu — I  fhall  wait  upon  Lady  Del- 
mington  on  Friday,  at  furtheft." 

Then  congratulating  her  Ladyfhip  up- 
on the  happy  termination  of  this  alarming 
event,  he  once  more  took  leave,  and  de- 
parted. 

When  he  was  gone,  Clarentine  was  in- 
terrogated by  her  aunt  upon  the  fubjeft.  of 
Emma.;  and  afked  how  it  happened,  that, 
without  having  obtained  permiffion,  me 
had  been  fo  imprudent  as  to  venture  out 
with  her  fo  far  ? 

This  was  a  queftion  flie  found  it  no 
difficult  matter  to  anfwer  fatisfaclorily. — 
The  houfe-keeper,  me  faid,  having  told 
her  in  the  morning  that  Edgar's  poor  old 
nurfe  was  very  ill,  fhe  had  defired  to  ac- 
company her  on  a  vifit  to  her  cottage,  as 
foon  as  dinner  was  over.  Emma,  fhe 
added,  being  with  her  at  that  moment, 
the  hpufe-keeper  herfelf  had  propofed 
taking  her  with  them;  and  it  was  whilft 

they 
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they  were  talking  to  the  nurfe  the  found 
of  the  carriage  firit  alarmed  her,  and  in- 
duced her,  on  finding  Emma  had  run  out 
into  the  road,  to  rufh  after  her  in  that 
frantic  manner. 

This  fimple  recital  perfe&ly  fatisfied 
Lady  Delmington,  who  expreffed  the  ut- 
moft  gratitude  to  her  young  ward  for  the 
courage  and  goodnefs  of  heart  that  had 
made  her  the  means  of  preferving  her 
helplefs  little  charge. 


CHAP      II. 

GLARENTINE  Delmington  was  the 
daughter  of  Sir  James  Delmington's  only 
brother,  who,  whilft  abroad  on  his  travels^ 
had  married  a  young  foreigner  of  diftinc- 
tion,  whofe  family,  one  of  the  proudeft 
in  France,  had,  on  the  difcovery  of  the 
match,  utterly  renounced  her,  and  thrown 
her  wholly  on  the  mercy  of  her  hufband's 
friends  for  fupport  and  countenance.— 
Young  Delmington's  father  was  ftill  living, 
and  received  the  fir^ft  account  of  this  un- 
happy affair,  and  of  the  arrival  of  his  fon 

in 
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in  England,  at  the  very  time  he  was  dif- 
pofing  himfelf  to  make  his  will ;  and  the 
confequence  of  this  intelligence  was,  that, 
in  a  moment  of  paflion  and  refentment, 
he  totally  difinherited  this  unfortunate 
young  man,  and  died  fhortly  afterwards, 
without  either  feeing  him,,  or  altering  his 
cruel  determination. 

Pennylefs,  hopelefs,  and  deprived  of 
every  other  refource,  young  Delmington 
wrote  to  his  brother,  Sir  James,  then  in 
Italy,  to  ftate  his  fituation,  and  implore 
his  council  and  afliftance.  Before  any 
anfwer  could  arrive,  however,  defpair 
and  indigence  prompted  him,  forfaking 
his  wife  and  infant  child,  to  enlift  into 
the  military  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  and  to  embark  with  the 
troops  that  were  then  fetting  fail  for 
Bengal. 

He  had  been  gone  nearly  a  week ;  and 
his  ill-fated  wife,  ignorant  of  the  language 
of  the  country,  defolate,  and  almoft  re- 
duced to  her  laft  guinea,  was  weeping 
over  her  unconfcious  babe,  when  a  lady 
in  a  vary  elegant  carriage  Hopped  at  her 
door,  and,  without  fending  up  her  name, 
entered  the  houfe,  and  defired  to  be  fhewn 

to 
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to  Mrs  Delmington's  apartment.  This 
friendly  yifitor  was  Mrs.  Somerfet,  fifter 
to  Sir  James  and  young  Delmington,  with 
whofe  recent  embarkation  and  unhappy 
ftary  fhe  was  already  acquainted.  To 
her  at  his  departure,  the  melancholy 
wanderer  fiad^  by  letter,  recommended 
thefe  innocent  and  pitiable  fufferers. 

"  I  am  come,  Madam,"  faid  fhe,  in  a 
voice  of  the  mod  Toothing  kindnefs,  as 
fhe  advanced  towards  the  lovely  and 
aftonifhed  ftranger,  "  to  take  you  from 
this  lonely  and  melancholy  abode,  and 
to  offer  you  every  confolation,  and  per- 
form every  fervice  for  you  in, my  power. 
My  name,"  added  fhe,  taking  her  hand, 
"  is  Somerfet;  I  am  fifter  to  your  huf- 
band — and  already  in  anticipation  fifter, 
and  friend  to  you." 

"  Ah!  Madam,"  cried  the  young  fo- 
reigner, prefling  to  her  bofom  the  hand 
that  held  hers, — "  I  flattered  not  myfelf, 
with  the  hopes  of  exciting  this  generous 
fenfibility  in  any  Englifh  heart — I  have 
forfeited  all  claim  to  Englifh  kindnefs! — 
But  this  infant,"  continued  /he,  looking  at 
the  child  fhe  held  in  her  arms — «  this 
infant  may  perhaps  better  merit  your 
goodnefs;  fhe  was  born  in  your  land,  fhe 

is 
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is  your  country-woman,  and  furely  ought 
not,  in  juftice,  to  (hare  the  punifhment 
due  to  her  mother's  errors!" 

That  mother,  not  yet  eighteen,  born  to- 
affluence,  long  inured  to  fplendour,  a 
ftranger  till  now  alike  to  care  and  ad- 
verfity,  furvived  but  a  fhort  time  the  de- 
parture of  her  hufband;  fhe  went  into  a 
deep  decline,  and  expired  fome  months 
after  in  the  houfe,  almoft  in  the  arms  of 
Mrs  Somerfet. 

Thus  early  deprived  of  both  her  parents, 
the  little  Clarentine  was  now  committed 
entirely  to  the  prote&ion  of  her  father's 
family  Mr  Somerfet  for  fome  time  fuf- 
fered  his  wife's  compaffion  for  her  to- 
exert  itfelf  without  reftraint;  but  fhortly 
growing  weary  of  a  preference  he  felt  not 
himfelf  inclined  to  beftow;  meanly  jea« 
lous  of  the  attachment  his  wife  and.fon 
had  conceived  for  her,  he  firft  murmured 
at,  then  openly  oppofed  every  new  aft  of 
benevolence  Mrs.  Somerfet's  kindnefs  of 
heart  prompted  her  to  perform.  Anxious 
for  the  fate  of  her  interefting  little  ward, 
on  the  firft  appearance  of  this  illiberal 
difcontent,  Mrs.  Somerfet  applied  to  Sir 
James  for  advice  and  affiftance,  and  on 
his  return  to  England,  heard  with  gra- 
titude 
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titude  and  delight,  that  he  now  meant  to 
take  the  charge  of  his  niece  wholly  on 
himfelf. 

She  was  accordingly,  when  juft  enter- 
ing her  fixth  year,  removed  to  Delming- 
ton  Houfe,,  and  received  by  Sir  James 
and  his  wife  with  equal  pity  and  affec- 
tion. From  that  hour  fhe  had  conftantly 
refided  with  them,  and  fince  the  death  of 
her  firft  patronefs  Mrs.  Somerfet,  known 
no  other  proteciors,  no  other  friends. 

To  fave  appearances  Mr.  Somerfet,  it 
is  true,  had  written  twice  or  thrice  in  th£ 
courfe  of  feven  years,  to  afk  after  her  ', 
he  had  once  even,  when  on  a  vifit  in  the 
fame  county,  honoured  her  with  a  perfonal 
enquiry;  but  never  had  teftified  the  leaft 
intention  of  affuring  her  a  provifion,  or, 
wealthy  as  he  was,  of  participating  with 
the  Delmingtons  in  the  expences  of  her 
board  and  education. 

Not  fo  young  \ft  illiam  ;  though  feven 
years  older  than  the  little  Clarentine,  and 
but  rarely  at  home  whilft  fhe  inhabited 
his  father's  houfe,  his  mother's  expref- 
fions  of  fondnefs  towards  her,  the  folici- 
tude  and  tendernefs  with  which  fhe  always 
.fpoke  of  her,  had  made  a  deep  and  lifting 
impreffion  on   his  generous  heart.      He 

pitied 
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pitied  her  for  her  own,  and  loved  her  for 
the  fake  of  his  mother;  fhe  had  been  her 
favourite,  her  nurfling,  the  object  for 
many  years  of  all  her  thoughts ;  and  VY  il- 
liam,  who  cherifhed  Mrs.  Somerfet's  me- 
mory with  enthuliafm,  transferred  to  the 
child  of  her  adoption  a  (hare  of  that 
affection,  he  had,  when  living,  felt  for 
herfelf. 

As  often  therefore  as  he  had  an  op- 
portunity he  had  written  to  Clarentine, 
and  fent  her,  in  token  of  his  remembrance, 
fuch,  little  prefents  as  her  age  made  ac- 
ceptable, and  his  finances  would  allow; 
and  when,  after  a  filence  of  nine  years, 
the  news  arrived  of  the  death  of  her  father, 
who  was  killed  in  an  engagement  between 
the  Englifh  and  Mahrattas,  then  at  war 
with  each  other,  he  dictated  to  his  tutor 
from  a  fick  bed,  and  figned  afterwards  a 
folemn  promife,  by  which  he  bound  him- 
felf,  whenever  his  age  would  permit,  and 
he  came  into  poffeffion  of  the  fortune  he 
mud  one  day  inherit,  to  fettle  upon  her 
an  independent  competency  for  life.  This 
paper,  drawn  up  as  he  hoped  with  all  due 
formality,  and  written  by  a  clergyman, 
the  old  and  faithful  friend  of  his  mother, 
who  had  feen  and  often  noticed  Claren- 
tine 
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tine  in  her  infancy,  he  fent  to  Sir  James 
the  moment  it  was  fealed,  and  from  that 
hour  had  invariably  looked  upon  as  a 
faered  and  irrevocable  engagement,  which 
he  meant  religioufly  to  fulfil. 

On  receiving  this  extraordinary  deed 
from  a  youth  not  yet  feventeen,  Sir 
James  was  affe£ied  by  the  excellence  of 
difpofition  it  denoted,  yet  by  no  means 
flattered  into  a  hope,  that  fuch  promifes 
were  likely  ever  to  be  realized.  The 
diflipation  of  that  world  into  which  his 
nephew  was  juft  entering,  the  temptations 
he  might  have  to  put  his  money  to  lefs 
benevolent  purpofes,  or  at  leaft,  the  ver- 
fatility  and  various  purfuits  of  his  age — 
all,  all,  he  feared,  would  contribute  to 
erafe  from  his  remembrance  this  a£t  of 
youthful  generofity;  to  truft  to  it  there- 
fore as  certain,  would  be  cruelty  to  its  ob- 
ject ;  and  Sir  James  felt  too  forcibly  the 
helpleflhels  of  her  fituation,  to  harbour 
for  a  moment  the  idea  of  configning  her 
for  future  fupport  to  the  emergency  of  fo 
unliable  a  dependence. 

With  fo  large  a  family  as  he  had,  it  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed  he  could  do  much  for 
her  :  a  limited  provifion  however,  nearly- 
equal  to  what  he  left  his  own  daughters,  he 

meant 
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meant  to  bequeath  her,  but  was  taken 
fuddenly  ill  before  he  eould  put  this  be- 
nevolent defign  in  execution,  and  breathed 
his  laft  a  few  days  after,  leaving  her  as 
abfolutely  dependent  upon  his  wife,  as  fee 
had  been  upon  him. 

From  motives  of  regard  to  her  huf» 
band's  memory,  as  well  as  from  ignorance 
where  to  place  her,  Lady  Delmington  ftill 
continued  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  to 
treat  her  with  undeviating  kindnefs  and 
affection.  She  was  brought  up  with  "her 
own  children,  more  as  if  born  of  the  fame* 
parents,  than  as  if  Rationed  amongft  them 
by  accidental  circumftances,  and  during 
the  firlt  feven  years  of  her  refidence  with 
them,  fcarcely  for  a  moment  hadhadcaule- 
to  regret  her  fituation. 

Since  the  birth  of  little  Emma,  who  was 
now  three  years  old,  and  the  death  of  Sir 
James,  many  of  the  fervants  of  Delming- 
ton Houfe  had  been  difcharged.  Claren- 
tine  then  undertook  the  fole  care  of 
Emma,  flept  with  her,  dreft  her,  and  was 
her  conftant  companion.  Lady  Del- 
mington felt  the  lefs  reluQance  to  this, 
as  fhe  knew  the  child  was  uncommonly 
fond  of  her  young  Governefs,  and  as  Ihe 
perceived,  that  though  of  an  age,  when 

moil 
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moft  girls  require  conffant  obfervance 
themfelves,  Glarentine  had  prudence 
enough  to  preferve  her  little  charge  from 
danger,  and  penetration  enough  to  dif- 
cover,  and  check  with  mildnefs,  all  her 
infantine  caprices  and  follies. 

The  partiality  of  Edgar  for  his  little 
coufin,  who  had  long  been  his  diftin- 
guifhed  favourite,  made  him  at  fir  ft  view 
this  new  office  in  the  light  of  a  degrada- 
tion, and  he  often  expre^ed  to  his  brother 
his  difcontent  on  the  fubjecl:.  Frederick, 
though  far  Jefs  interefted  in  the  caufe,  for 
fome  time  joined  in  declaring  the  fame 
fentiments,  and  both  conceived  a  flron^, 
but  fhort-lived  averfion  to  the  innocent 
child.  Clarentine,  however,  at  length 
reafoned  them  out  of  this  abfurd  preju- 
dice; protefted  fhe  had  herfelf  folicited 
the  truft  and  far  from  feeling  inclined  to 
■murmur  at,  confidered  it  as  the  only 
means  fhe  had  of  teftifying  her  gratitude 
to  their  mother,  for  her  kindnefs  to  her- 
felf. This  explanation  fomewhat  appeafed 
E4gar,  and  totally  fatisfied  Frederick ;  yet 
as  often  as  they  could,  they  fought  to 
draw  her  from  the  nurfery,  and  engage 
her  to  partake  in  their  own  amufements. 
To  pacify  them,  fhe  fometimes  complied, 

though. 
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though  always  glad  to  feize  the  firft  op- 
portunity of  eluding  their  vigilance,  in 
order  to  flip  from  them. 

By  degrees,  however,  their  conflant 
readinefs  to  oblige  her  (and  even  Frede- 
rick loved  to  obligCner);  their  good- 
nature in  defifting  from  whatever  feemed 
to  give  her  pain;  their  warmth  in  fup- 
porting  her  caufe  whenever  any  difference 
arofe  between  her  and  their  lifters,  won  her 
little  heart,  and  taught  her  to  prefer  their 
fociety  to  almoft  every  other.  Not  how- 
ever in  their  boifterous  and  turbulent 
hours  did  fhe  fo  much  love  them,  as 
when  fitting  on  a  bench  at  the  end  (  f  the 
garden,  with  Edgar  on  one  fide,  and  Fre- 
derick on  the  other,  fhe  could  pore  over 
with  them  fome  of  the  delightful  adven- 
tures in  the  Arabian  Nights-,  or  wonder, 
laugh,  and  cry  by  turns,  at  the  miraculous 
efcapes  of  Rcbinfon  Cru/ce,  and  the  affec- 
tionate limplicity  of  his  man  Friday. 

rvJany  alfo  were  the  opportunities  flic 
had  of  rewarding  them  for  their  friendly 
zeal,  on  different  occafions,  in  her  behalf. 
If  by  fome  wild  and  boyifh  trick  they  had 
excited  Lady  Delmington  s  difpleafure, 
Clareniine  apologized,  Clarentine  plead 
ed  for   them,    and   obtained  a   quicker 

pardon; 
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pardon;  if,  after  running  about  the  whole 
afternoon,  they  returned  at  evening  heat- 
ed and  alarmed,  to  recount  fome  pickle- 
exploit,  or  fearful  mifadventure,  Cla- 
rentine  hurried  them  to  their  room,  foft- 
ened  the  intelligence  in  her  difclofure  of 
it  -to  their  mother,  and  carried  them  in 
fecret  whatever  (he  could  beg  from  the 
houfe- keeper,  or  fave  unfufpe£ted  from 
hei  own  fupper. 

Once,  too,  poor  Edgar  had   been  ex- 
tremely  ill.     A   fever,  the   confequence 
of  having  over-heated  himfelf,  rendered 
him  delirious  near  a  week,  and  threw  him 
into  imminent  danger.     Clarentine,  then 
about  eleven  years  old,  fcarcely  left  his 
room  a  moment,  (hared  in  all  his  mother's 
fatigue,  helped  to  beguile  the  long  hours 
of  her  confinement  and  attendance  ;  read, 
talked  to  him  by  his  bed  tide  when  he 
got  better,  and  fuffered  no  one  but  her- 
felf  to  adminifter  to  him  the  medicines 
that  were  prefcribed;  neither  from  any 
one  elfe  would  Edgar,  when  fenfible,  re- 
ceive them  ;  and  upon  no  one  elfe  would 
he  lean  for  fupport,  when  firft  beginning 
flowly  to'pace  his  chamber. 

Thus,  in  reciprocal  a£is  of  kindnefs, 
were  fpent  $ei>  earlie ft  years;  and  thus' 

began 
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began  an  attachment  equally  delightful 
to  both  parties,  equally  frncere,  and 
equally  undifguifed. 


CHAP.     III. 


THE  time  of  Edgars  abfence  was  ta 
Clarentine  the  moft  melancholy  fhe  had 
ever  known.  She  had  now  no  gay  and 
partial  companion  conftantly  to  partake; 
in  her  amufements;  to  walk  out  with  her 
after  Emma  was  in  bed ;  to  rejoice  with 
when  any  particular  indulgence  was  grant- 
ed her :  with  Edgar,  her  chief  fource  of 
happinefs  was  gone,  and  ail  that  remained 
proportionably  dimbhfyed  in  value. 

Yet  Clarentine  hid  a  heart  difpofed  to 
love  with  fondnefs  alf  around  her.  Lady 
Delmington  fhe  honoured  and  refpe&ed-' 
like  a  fecond  mother.  Harriet,  her  el  deft 
daughter,  fhe  regarded  in  the  light  of  a 
lifter,  and  felt  inclined  to  beftow  on  her 
all  a  fifter  s  tendernefs ;  but  Harriet  was 
unfteady  and  capricious ;  one  day  mildly 
affectionate,  the  next  rude  and  imperious. 

Sophia,  the  fecond  fifter,  with  a  heart 
thai-  did.  her.  hqnow,  and  a  difpofitiori 

3  the 
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the  moft  friendly  and  generous,  was  how- 
ever fo  extremely  wild  and  thoughtlefs, 
that  notwithftanding  the  warmth  and  lin- 
earity .of  her  attachment  for  Claren'tine, 
it  was  not  in  her  nature  to  forbear  tor- 
menting her  four -and-twenty  hours  toge- 
ther.    She  had  too  much  of  her  brother 
Frederick  about  her,  indeed,  to  refpett 
any  body,  fo  long,  except  her  mother,  and 
even  far,  me  often  caught  herfelf  invo- 
luntarily endeavouring   to   perplex   and 
furprife. 

By  every  other  poft,  letters  either  from 
Edgar  or  Frederick  regularly  arrived,  and 
lightened  up  every  face  at  Delmington 
Houfe  with  fmiles  of  gladnefs.  Claren- 
tine  treafured  hers  from  Edgar  even  with 
romantic  fondnefs;  read  them  all  till  file 
had  learnt  them  by  heart,  and  valued 
them  above  every  other  thing  in  her  pof 
feffion.  . 

Meanwhile,  Lady  Delmington,  though 
fhe  was  herfelf  in  moft  refpe&s  qualified 
to  educate  her  daughters,  could  not  but 
be  fenfibJe  there  were  many  little  elegant 
accomplifhments  proper  for  girls  of  family , 
me  was  by  rio  means  adequate  to  teaching' 
them.  Dancing,  mufic,  and  drawing  were 
of  this  number;  and,  as  at  Lyfton,  the 
vol.  i,  C  neareft 


26  CLARENTINE. 

neareft  town,  there  was  £  large  boarding- 
fchool,  flie  foon  learnt  alfo  there  were 
matters,  fuch  as  fhe  required,  who  taught 
on  very  reafonable  terms.  Twice  a  week, 
therefore,  they  were  fummoned  to  Del- 
,mington  Houfej  and  Clarentine,  though 
nothing  was  abfolutely  paid  for  inftru&ing 
her,  by  being  fuffered  to  affift  at  the 
leflbns,  reaped  nearly  as  much  benefit 
from  them  as  the  fcholars  themfelves.  In 
dancing  and  drawing,  particularly,  fhe 
made  great  progrefs;  but  mufic,  though 
her  fpeaking  voice  was  foft  and  touching, 
fhe  fbon  found  would  require  far  more 
time  and  application,  than  fhe  had  leifure 
to  beftow  upon  it.  There  being  but  one 
inftrument  in  the  houfe,  and  that  being 
almoft  always  in  ufe,  fhe  had  few  or  no 
opportunities  of  praclifing;  and  there- 
fore, as  far  as  related  to  the  fcientific 
part  of  the  art,  in  a  very  fhort  time  gave, 
it  up  wholly  ;  -ftill,  however,  when  alone, 
or  with  Emma,  for  her  "  fole  auditrefs," 
fhe  delighted  to  fing  in  wild,  and  not  un- 
pleafing  tones,  the  fimple  ballads  thatjiad 
words  flie  loved. 

Everyday  Lady  Delmington,  in  a  large 
gothic  chamber  fhe  called  the  fchaol-room, 
afTembfed  her  little  family  to  repeat  to  her 

their 
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their  leffons,  receive  their  talks  for  the 
following  morning,  read  to  her,  and  prac- 
tife  either  mu fie  or  drawing.  When  this 
was  over,  fhe  made  them  fit  down  to  work, 
and  till  two  o'clock  kept  them  ferioufly 
employed.  The  reft  of  the  day,  at  lead 
as  much  of  it  as  they  could  fpare  from  the 
bufinefs  of  learning  their  feveral  leffons 
for  the  morrow,  was  their  own,  and  might 
be  fpent  in  the  garden,  or  the  houfe,  as 
they  pleafed. 

The  few  families  that  had  vifited  Lady 
D'elmington  lince  the  death  of  Sir  James, 
chiefly  called  in  of  a  morning  and  return-, 
ed  before  dinner,  as  it  was  well  known  flie 
had  given  up  all  eating  company  the  mo- 
ment file  became  a  widow,  -Sometimes, 
indeed,  two  or  three  of  her  nearefl  neigh- 
bours, during  the' long  evenings  of  fum- 
mer,  came  to  her  to  tea.  Neither  Claren- 
tine,  nor  her  little  coufins,  however,  ap- 
peared on  thefe  formal  occafions  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which, 
they  drank  their  tea  Handing,  eat  then- 
dry  bread  in  utter  filence,  and  then,  mak- 
ing a  profound  curtfy,  joyfully  retired  ; 
Clarentine,  to  undrefs  her  little  fernma, 
the  MifsDelmingtons,  to  their  own  amufe- 
ments. 

C  2  One 
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One  evening,  about  a  fortnight  after 
the  departure  of  Edgar  and  Fredericks 
I.ady  Delmington  received  a  fecond  vifit 
from  Mr.  Somerfet.  He  came  on  horfe- 
back,  and  perceiving,  a?  he  approached 
the  houfe,  a  group  of  children  walking 
and  converting  tbgether  near  the  avenue, 
difmounted,  and  giving  his  horfe  to  his 
fervant,  drew  near  them.  Clarentine  in- 
ftantly  recollected  him,  and  running  up. 
to  him,  her  eyes  fparklipg  with  pleafure,. 
offered  to  conduct  him  to  her  aunt. 

Gratified  by  a  reception  fo  cordial,  he 
accepted  the  propofal,  took  her  by  the 
hand,  and  walked  with  her  into  the  hall, 
followed  by  the  oilier  children. 

Lady  Delmington,  rejoicing  again  to 
fee  him,  welcomed  him  with  diftinguifhed 
politenefs;  and  the  evening  afterwards 
turning  out  extremely  rainy,  prefTed  him, 
with  f'uch  unfeigned  earneftnefs  to  accept 
a  bed  at  her  houfe,  that  fhe  foon  fucceeded 
in  her  application,  and  prevailed  upon 
him  to  fend  a  note  to  his  friend  to  inform 
him  of  the  reafon  of  his  (lay. 

During  the  following  day,  the  whole  oV 

which  he  fpent  at  Delmington,  Clarentine, 

enchanted  with  the  mixttire  of  vivacity 

3  and 
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and  foftnefs  in  his  character,  with  the  ex- 
treme refpecl  he  paid  to  Lady  Delmington, 
the  pleafantry  with  which  he  treated  her 
children,  and,  above  alt,  the  affectionate 
intereft  he  feemed  to  feel  for  her,  never,, 
but- when  ;ndifpenfably  obliged  to  it  by 
her  attendance  on  Emma,  left  the  room 
he  fat  in.  The  familiarity  with  which  he 
addrefled  her  could  not  have  been  humi- 
liating, even  had  fhe  been  older;  it  feemed 
to  be  the  effe6l  of  brotherly  kindnefs  and 
partiality  j  was  never  ill-bred,  but  always 
gentle-,  friendly,  and  indulgent. 

Lady  Delmington  beheld  with  pleafure 
the  regard  he  fhewed  her,  and  hope4  much 
benefit  might  be  derived  from  it  to  hex 
young  ward.  William  Somerfet,  an  only 
fon;.heirtoimmenfe  poffeffions;  fo  nearly 
allied,to  her;  and,  with  a  heart  fo  bene- 
ficent and  companionate,  could  not,  Ihe 
thought,  now  he  beheld  her,  reflect  upon 
Clarentihe's  deftitute  circumftances,  with- 
out feeling  all  thofe  noble  intentions  he 
had  formerly  avowed  for  her  revived,  in 
their  fulled  force.  At  all  events,  his 
countenance  and  friendfhip  could  not  but 
-be  defirable  to  herj  and  as  fuch,  was 
ftrengthened  to  the  utmoft  of  her  Lady- 
ftrip  s  power,  by  the  well-merited  praifes 
C  3  arid 
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and  encomiums  (he  beftowed  on  the  heart 
and  difpofition  of  her  niece. 

At  parting,  Mr  Somerfet,  after  taking 
leave  of  Clare ntine,  with  a  degree  of  ten- 
der nefs  that  deeply  touched  her,  put  into 
her  hand  five  guineas,  and  promifed  to 
fend  her  a  watch,  and  fome  books  he  had 
before  mentioned  to  her,  the  moment  he 
got  to  town.  She  faw  him  fet  off  with 
tears — walked  with  him  to  the  end  of  the 
avenue,  and  when  he  there  mounted  his' 
horfe,  and  again  bade  her  farewel,  called 
out  to  him  repeatedly  to  come  again,  and 
followed  him  with  her  eyes  till  he  was  out 
of  fight. 


CHAP      IV. 

THE  firft  year  of  the  two  Delmingtons 
abfence  from  home  was  almoft  expired, 
and  their  approaching  holidays  were 
drawing  near,  when,  at  once  to  celebrate 
their  return,  and  the  birth-day  of  her 
eldefl  daughter,  who  had  now  entered  her 
fourteenth  year,  Lady  Delmington  an- 
nounced her  intention  of  giving  a  ball  to 

all 
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all  the  little  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  girls  cheeks  glowed  at  this  intelli- 
gence; they  rapturoufly  embraced  their 
indulgent  mother,  and  fpringing  towards 
the.  door,  flew  up  to  Clarentine's  room  to 
impart  to  her  the  tranfporting  tidings. 

Faithful  to  her  promife,  Lady  Del- 
mington,  on  the  fecond  day  after  her  fon's 
return,  iffued  her  cards  of  invitation; 
gave  orders  to  have  the  drawing-room 
prepared,  and  fent  to  Lyfton  to  befpeak 
the  beft  band  of  mufic  the  town  would 
afford. 

.  The  happy  day  at  length  arrived,  and 
the  little  family  was  juft  fitting  down  to 
dinner,  every  heart  beating  with  expecta- 
tion of  approaching  pleafure,  when,  with 
a  flow  and  meafured  pace,  they  faw  driv- 
ing up  the  avenue,  an  old-fafhioned  poft- 
chaife,  attended  by  a  grey-headed  foot- 
man, who  alighting  at  the  hall  door, 
rang,  and  announced  Mrs.  Margaret  Har- 
rington. 

Frederick,  on  hearing  the  name,  ftarted 
in  an  extacy  of  delight,  from,  his  chair, 
and  cutting  two  or  three  mad  capers,  held 
out  his  hand  to  Sophia,  who  fat  next  him, 
and  making  it  till  he  abfolutely  compelled 
her  to  cry  out  for  mercy,  eagerly  ex- 
C  4  claimed 
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claimed — <;  I  give,  you  all  joy,  good 
folks!  for  if  the  old  Lady  is  not  driven 
to  diftraftion  by  the  news  of  our  intended 
Ball,  my  name  is  not  Frederick  !  She  could 
not  have  come  at  a  better  time  ! — Lord  ! 
how  flie  will  rave  !" 

This  idea « fo  fully  pouefied,  and  fo 
highly  entertained  him,  that  it  was  with 
much  difficulty  his  mother  could  perfuade 
him  to  be  quiet,  or  prevent  his  running 
out  himfelf  to  announce  the  news  to  her 
unexpected  gueft. 

Meanwhile,  Mrs.  Margaret,  who  feemed 
bent  upon  putting  the  whole  houfe  into 
confufion,  was  ifiuing.  forth  her  com- 
mands concerning  her  baggage  at  die 
entrance  of  the  hall,  from  whence,  with 
the  fame  ftately  pompofity,  fhe  afterward* 
proceeded  to  the  dining  parlour. 

Lady  Delmington  politely  advanced  to- 
wards the  door  to  receive  her ;  there  was 
nothing  cordial  in  her  countenance,  how- 
ever, when  (he  addreffcd  her,  nothing  af- 
fectionate in  her  voice;  for  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet had  the  misfortune  of  having  been, 
time  out  of  mind,  her  Ladyfhip's  decided 
averfion. 

To  account  in  fbme  meafure  for  this 
antipathy,  it  is  neceffary  to  trace  a  faint 

fketch 
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{ketch  of  Mrs.  Margaret's  perfon  and  cha- 
racter. She  was  firft  coufin  to  the  late 
Sir  James,  and  at  this  period  confiderably 
turned  of  fifty. 

Tall,  thin,  and  mafculine,  in  height  and 
figure  fhe  was  truly  formidable!  Her  face 
was  long  and  narrow,  but  compofed  o§ 
features,  which  though  large  had  once 
been  handfome.  Her  voice  was  extremely 
loud  and  harlh — her  manners  blunt,  re- 
pulfive,  and  chara&eriftic  of  the  mind 
within — a  mind  at  once  haughty,  uncul- 
tivated, and  filled  with  prejudices*  the 
moft  vulgar  and  illiberal. 

The  marriage  of  her  relation,  Sir  Jame& 
Delmington,  Bart,  with  the  daughter  of  a 
needy  fpendthrift,  an  untitled  Commoner, 
had  excited  her  ire  to  a  degree  almofl:  of 
madnefs !  The  girl's  beauty,  fhe  averred, 
was  no  excufej  a  th'oufand  beauties  cried 
matches  in  the  ftreets — fold  apples-  at  a 
ilall,  yet  were  not  therefore  fuppofed  to^ 
be  qualified  to  fill  a  diffinguifhedranfe  in 
fociety.  It  was  fetting  his  brother  as  per- 
nicious and  dangerous  example- — would 
•bring  ruin  upon  his  family,  and  difgrace 
upon  himfelf  I 

Yet  this  fair  beggar  ^  this  needy-Jfenithriffs- 
daughter;- had  been  well  received!  by  the 

C  5  reft 
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reft  of  her  hufband's  relations ;  was  known 
to  poffefs  an  excellent  underftanding,  un- 
common elegance  of  manners,  and  a  feel- 
ing and  generous  heart.  At  her  father's 
death  alfo  fhe~came  into  a  fortune  of  ten 
thoufand  pound*,  though,  till  after  that- 
event,  it  is  true  fhe  added  nothing  to  Sir 
James  s  income. 

The  afperity  and  unauthorized  refent- 
ment  (hewn  by  Mrs.  Margaret  on  this  oc- 
cafion  was  yet  more  inflamed,  on  her  firft 
hearing  of  the  imprudent  connection  Sir 
James's  brother  had  formed  abroad.  She 
imputed  it  folely  to  the  precedent  he  had- 
given  him — raved  publicly  againft  them 
both;  and  for  many  years  avoided  all  in- 
tercourfe,  as  well  with  Mrs.  .Somerfet  as 
Sir  James,  becaufe  the  .former  had  given 
refuge  to  her  brother's  orphan — and  the 
latter  dared  to  be  happy  with  a  woman  Jhe 
had  not  fele&ed. 

An  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  get  into 
Parliament  at  a  general  election,  the  clofe 
of  which  faw  him  entirely  thrown  out,  firft 
prompted  Sir  James,  terrified  on  account 
of  his  children  at  the  temporary  derange- 
ment of  his  aifairs,  to  make  overtures  of 
reconciliation  with  the  much  exafperated 
Mrs.  Harrington.  She  was  rich,  had  no 
a  lrneal 
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lineal  heirs,  and  had  long  declared  her 
irrevocable  determination  of  remaining 
fingle  for  life. 

Fortunately  for  Sir  James,  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet's invincible  curiofity,  united  to  a 
love  of  rambling  neither  age  nor  infir- 
mities could  conquer,  facilitated  the  en- 
deavours of  their  mutual  friends,  and 
once  more  brought  her  to  his  houfe.  She 
had  never  feen  Lady  Delmington,  and, 
uncharitable  as  (he  had  been  in  her  cen: 
fures,  longed  moft  ardently  to  behold 
her. 

Lady  Delmington,  naturally  inclined  to 
fatire,  by  no  means  favourably  prepofTefled 
towards  Mrs.  Margaret,  and  at  that  period 
young,  gay,  and  inconfiderate,  faw  her 
not  for  the  firft  time,  without  feeling 
ftrongly  tempted  to  retaliate  her  own  ri- 
dicule with  intereft.  She  compelled  her- 
felf  however,  in  Sir  James's  prefence,  to 
behave  to  her  with  the  moft  exaft.  de- 
corum ;  but,  In  his  abfence,  though  fhe 
never  commenced,  always  readily  f up- 
ported  that  aigre-dvux  fort  of  convention, 
which  two  people,  hating  each  other,  yet 
willing  to  keep  up  appearances,  fo  well 
know  how  to,  render  intelligibleand  mor- 
tifying.     Their  difcourfe  was  profufely 

C  6  inter- 
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intermixed  with  all  thofe  ceremonies  and 
Unmeaning  phrafes,  habitual  good  breed- 
ing on  one  fide,  and  a  defire  of  conceal- 
ing her  fecret  fentiments  on  the  other,  ren- 
dered it  neceffary  for  them  to  utter.  No 
opportunity  was  fuffered  to  efcape,  after 
a  fentence  of  more  than  ufual  bitternefs 
had  been  fpoken,  of  begging  each  other's 
pardon,  and  hoping  what  had  been  faid 
gave  no  offence !  All  which  was  uttered 
in  a  tone  of  voice,  and  an  expreffion  of 
countenance  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  politenefs  of  the  words  themfelves, 
that  neither  could  for  a  moment  be  mif~ 
taken  as  to  their  real  meaning. 

Such,  during  the  fix  weeks  of  Mrs. 
Margaret's  firft  vifit,  was  the  way  in  which 
the  two  ladies  fpent  their  tete-a-tete  hours: 
and,  fuch  was  the  encreafed  difHke,  not 
to  ufe  a  ftronger  term,  with  which  they 
parted,  that  but  once  had  they  ever  met 
fince. 

Lady  Delmingto-n,  whofe  ehara&er  wa* 
now  mellowed  by  time,  whofe  fpirits  were 
depreffed  by  the  cares  of  fo  large  a  fa- 
mily, and  who,  from  regard  to  the  intereft 
of  her  children,  faw  the  neceffity  of  treat- 
ing Mrs.  Margaret  with  greater  deference, 
received  her,  as  has  already  been  faid, 

-with 
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■with,  infinite  good  breeding,  but  without 
any  addition  of  attachment. 

Being  all  feated  at  table,  the  fweet 
and  innocent  countenance  of  the  young 
Clarentine  placed  next  her  little  Emma, 
attending  to}>  and  ferving  her  with  the 
afliduity  of  a  fond  mother,  attracted  the 
notice,  and  called  forth  all  the  penetrat- 
ing powers  of  Mrs*  Harrington. >*  She  had 
never  feenher  fince  fhe  was  a  mere  child: 
but  now,  at  almoft  thirteen,  tall,  ligbt  and 
graceful,  with  a  face  in  which  foftnefs  was 
blended  with  intelligence,  archnefs  with 
good-humour,  and  animation  with  fenfi- 
bility,  fhe  feemed  to  be  an  objecl  worthy 
greater  at'tention.  Mrs.  Margaret  beheld 
her  with  involuntary  admiration- — with 
mingled  diftruft  and  furprife;  diftruft  on 
account  of  the  danger  jthat  might  fobn 
accrue  to  Sir  Edgar  from  a  residence  with 
fo  fafcinating  a  creature,  and  furprife  at 
the  aftonilhing  improvement,  fhe  could 
not  but  internally  allow,  a  few  years  had 
made  in  her  whole  abearance. 

Dinner  .over,  the  children,  but  in 
particular  Clarentine,  who  had  been 
ciuelly  diftreft  by  her  unfeeling  fcrutiny, 
gladly  withdrew  to  communicate  to  each 

othej 
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other  the  feveral  opinions  they  had  formed 
of  their  new  gueft. 

"  Will  fhe  ftay  long  with  us,  Edgar,  do 
you  think?"  faid  Sophia,  "  I  am  fure  I 
hope  not,"  faid  her  filler. 

"  You  hope  not,  filly  girl  ?"  faid  Fre- 
derick, "  Why  I^xpeci  more  amufement 
in  one  week,  from  the  diftuibance- me 
will  create. among  us,  than  we  could  pofr 
fibly  obtain  in  a  month  without  her.  It 
is  reckoned  high-treafon  to  plague  any  of 
you ;  but  I  flatter  niyfelf,  this  good  lady 
will  be  left  entirely  to  my  management." 

"  Indeed  !"  cried  Harriet — "  Do  you 
think  then  mama  would  have  received 
her  fo  civilly,  if  me  had  defigned  to  make 
her  over  to  you  for  a  play-thing,  and  an 
amufement  ?" 

,  Frederick  laughed,  but  made  no  anfwer; 
and  after  fome  further  converfation  on 
jhe  fame  fubjeft,  they  feparated — -Edgar 
and  his  brother  to  ramble  down  to  the 
village,  and  their  lifters  to  drefs  for  the 
evening. 

An  hour  before  the  company  was  ex- 
pected to  arrive,  Lady  Delmington  hav- 
ing fome  neceflary  orders  to  give,  apolo- 
gized to  Mrs  Harrington  for  leaving  her, 
and  propofed  with  a  laugh  fending  for  her 
children  to  fit  with  her, 

:  Ave" 
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**  Aye,"  cried  Mrs  Harrington,  "  do 
fo." 

Accordingly  they  were  fummoned,  but 
not  being  all  ready,  Ciarentine  and  Har- 
riet went  down  firft.  < 

If  inher  plain  morning  frock,  Clarentine 
bad  excited   fo   much   obfervation,   how 
did  fhe  in  her  prefent  fimple,  yet  elegant 
drefs  aftonilh  the  already  too  apprehenfive 
Mrs.  Harrington  ?  Confounded   and  dif- 
mayed,  (he  looked  at  her  with  fo  jealous 
and  fufpicious  an  eye,  that  the  timid  girl 
flirunk    abafhed   from   the    furvey,    and 
blufhing  deeply,  with  a  mixed  fenfation 
of  refentment  and  mortification,  was  pre- 
cipitately   retiring.      Mrs.     Harrington, 
however,  called  her  back. — 
"  Come  hither  child," — faid  fhe. 
Clarentine  flowly,  and  reluctantly  ad- 
vanced—  ~ 

"  Pray  are.  you  to  dance  this  evening." 
In  a  voice  fcarcely  audible,  Clarentine 
anfwered,  yes,  fhe  believed  fo. 

"  O,  you  do  ?  and  who  with,  may  I 
afk." 

The  feverity  of  tone  and  afpeft  with 
which  this  queftion  was  uttered,  fo  totally 
difconcerted  Clarentine,  that  trembling, 
and  almoft  in  tears,  fhe  faintly  replied, 

«  With 
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"  With  my  coufin  Edgar,  Madam." 
"  With  your  coufin  Edgar?"  difdain- 
fully  repeated  Mrs.  Harrington,—"  No, 
no,  child,  you  mull  not'  expeQ:  it ;  I  fhall 
fpeak  to  his  mother  upon^the  fubjeft,  it 
fhall  not  be." 

Then  perceiving  through  the  tranfpa- 
rent  muflin  of  her  frock  a  gold  watch, 
fufpended  to  her  fide  by  a  very  elegant 
chain,  fhe  added, 

"  How  came  you  by  that  watch  ?  Who 
gave  it  you  ?  your  coufin  Edgar  ?" 

"No,  Madam,"  anfwered  Clarentinc, 
unable  any  longer  to  refrain  from  tears — 
"  Mr.  William  Somerfet." 

"  O,  he  did  ?  there  would  be  no  harm 
if  Mr.  William  Somerfet  would  do  fome- 
thing  more  ufeful  for  you.  Such  trinket* 
as  thefe  are  not  at  all  fitted  to  your  fitua- 
tion." 

At  that  moment  Edgar  and  Frederick, 
unconfcious  of  what  was  pafling,  entered 
the  room  together.  The  former  feeing 
Clarentine  ftanding  before  Mrs  Harring- 
ton,  confufed,  humbled,  her  head  funk 
upon  her  bofom,  her  cheek  wet  with  tears* 
caft  a  look  of  indignation  at  her  unmer- 
ciful perfecutorj  and  flying  up  to   her, 

vtook 
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took  her  hand,  and  faid  in  a  voice  of  the 
mo  ft  affectionate  concern— 

"  What  is  the  matter^  my  deareft  Cla- 
rentine  ?  Who   has  diftreffed  you  thus  ? 
;Come,  come  with  me." 

Ashe  fpokje  he  drew  her  towards  the 
door,  and  before  Mrs.  Harrington  could 
oppofe  it,  led  her  away  followed  by  Fre- 
derick, who  with  a  loud  laugh,  mapping 
his  ringers  the  momenthe  got  into  the  hall, 
exclaimed— 

"  And  this  is  the  old  crab  we  are  all  tcT 
be  fo  civil  to,  is  it  ?"  She  fets  out  oddly 
for  one  who  i&  to  exaft  fuch  univerfal  re- 
verence !" 

"  Hufh,  hulh,  Frederick,  for  heaven 
fake !"  cried  the  terrified  Clarentine — 
*'  Suppofe  fhe  fliould  hear  you  !" 

"  O  for  that  matter,"  anfwered  Fre- 
derick, "  I  mould  not  much  care  if  Jhe 
did ;  it  would  fave  me  the  trouble  of  de- 
claring war  againft  her  to  her  face." 

Clarentine,  trembling  left  this  conver- 
fation  fhould  be  overheard,  could  now  be 
prevailed  upon  to  ftay  no  longer:  but 
haftening  through  the  hall,  fhe  was  run- 
ning up  flairs,  when  Edgar  following  her, 
begged  her  to  flop  and  tell  him  where  fhe 
was  going  ? 

"  To- 
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"  To  my  own  room,"  anfwered  me — il  I 
am  determined. not  to  come  down,  nor  to 
fee  her  again  this  evening." 

Edgar  in  vain  befought,  entreated  her 
to  alter  her  refolution.  She  was  inflexible; 
her  pride  was  hurt,  and  a  fpirit  of  obfti- 
nacy  awakened  in  her  breaft  that  no  argu- 
ments could  fubdue.  Edgar  therefore 
was  compelled  to  give  up  the  attempt, 
and  to  fuffer  her,  however  relu&antly,  to 
proceed. 

The  chamber  that  Clarentine  inhabited 
was  fituated  in  a  remote  part  of  the  houfe, 
at  the  end  of  a  long  gallery,  that  detached 
it  from  all  the  other  rooms  upon  that  floor. 
Juft  under  it  was  the  ball-room  ;-  and  fhe 
had  not  been  feated  half  an  hour,,  when 
from  below  the  foundof  mufic  afcended 
through  her  cafements.     For  a  moment 
fhe  was  tempted  to  forget  her  anger,  and 
run  down ;  but  the  words  of  Mrs.  Har- 
rington, her  dreadful  looks,  and  the  ab- 
folute  prohibition    lhe   had  received  to 
dance  with  the  only  partner  by  whom  fhe 
Could  have  felt  any  pleafure  in  being  fe- 
le&ed  ;  all  thefe  circumftances  recurring 
to  her  memory,  flie  perfiftedin  remaining 
where  fhe  was.     Saddened,  however,  by 
the  gloomy  ftillnefs  ofherownapartmentj 

when 
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when  compared  to  the  mirth  and  gaiety 
that  reigned  below,  fhe  rofe  with  an  in- 
tention of  going  into  the  gallery  to  call  for 
a  light :  brut  before  fhe  reached  the  door, 
the  houfemaid  entered  with  little  Emma 
whom  fhe  was  poming  to  put  to  bed.  Cla- 
rentine,  glad  of  any  thing  to  do,  undertook 
the  office  herfelf ;  the  maid  fet  down  the 
candle  and  went  away. 

When  the  child  was  undrefied,  and 
laid  down,  all  Clarentine's  reftlefsnefs  re- 
turned. She  endeavoured,  however,  to 
amufe  herfelf  with  a  book,  but  found  it 
impofEble.  Diftant  voices,  the  noife  of 
opening  and  fhutting  doors,  and  above  all 
the  cruel  found  of  the  mufic,  perpetually 
interrupted  her.  Without  well  knowing 
why,  file  now  began  to  feel  fomething  like 
refentment  againft  Edgar  :  he  ought  not, 
fhe  thought,  to  have  remained  fo  long 
-without  again  attempting  to  perfuade  her 
down — neither  was  it  kind  in  his  fitters  to 
neglect  her  fo  entirely — "  I  am  fure," 
cried  fhe — "  I  could  not  have  borne  their 
abfence  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  with  fo 
much  indifference  !" 

Whilft  fhe  was  thus  ineffectually  tor- 
menting herfelf,  a  light  flep  approaching 
through  the  gallery  reached  her  ear.     She 

liflened,- 
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!iftened,andprefently  heard  herfelf  called. 
It  was  the  voice  of  Sophia,  who  ignorant 
of  the  caufe  of  her  feelufion,  came  to 
haft  en  her  down. 

li  Clarentine,"  cried  me,  "  come  and 
lee  who  is  juft  arrived;  you  will  be  fo  re- 
joiced !  Who  do  you  think  it  is?" 

"  Indeed,"  anfwerecl  Clarentine  rather 
peevifhly — "  1  fharl  noj  attempt  to  guefs, 
— Nobody,  I  dare  fay,  that  takes  theleaft 
intereft  in  any  thing  that  relates  to  me." 

"  O  well,  if  you  are  fo  indifferent 
about  the  matter,  I  do  not~wifh  to  force 
my  intelligence  upon  you;  and  fo  adieu." 

Then  humming  the  air  of  a  country 
dance,  fhe  gailytripped  away. , 

Clarentine,  though  grateful  for  thi& 
vifit,  felt  but  the  more  irritated  againft 
Edgar  for  his  neglefcl;,  and  determined, 
"coft  her  what  it  would,  not  to  quit  her 
chamber. 

Sophia  had  been  gone  about  ten  mi- 
nutes, when  a  new  ftep  was  heard  in  the 
gallery  ;  and  the  next  moment  her  door 
was  opened  by  young  Somerfet!   y 

The  book  me  held  dropped  from  her 
hand,  and  fhe  eagerly  ran  to  him. 

"  Why  you  poor  little  folitary  crea- 
ture !"  cried  he,  advancing  towards  her, 

"  What 
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»  What  is  the  reafon  you  ftiMt  yourfelf 
up  in  this  ftrange  manner  ?  I  won't  fuffer 
it  any  longer,  my  Clarehtine;  you  mall  go 
down  with  me  this  inftant." 

Clarentine,  fmiled;  and  glad  to  be  at 
length  overcome,  fuffered  herfelf  without 
much  oppofition  to  be  drawn  out  of  the 
room. 

In  their  way  down  ftairs,  he  told  her  he 
had  been  in  the  houfe  about  half  an  hour ; 
had  heard  nothing  before  his  arrival  of 
the  intended/^,  but  on  alighting  was  ex- 
tremely furprifed  to  obferVe  the  number 
of  carriages  and  buftle  of  fervants  at  the 
door.     LadyDelmington,  however,  when 
fhe  faw  him,  had  in  a  moment  explained 
to  him  the  whole  bufinefs,  and  con  dude  d 
him  into  the  ball-room,  **  where,"   con- 
tinued he,    "  -after  remaining  fome  time 
and  not  perciving  you,  I  enquired  after 
you  of  one  of  the  young  ladies,  who  re- 
lated to  me  all  that  had  patted  between 
you  and  Jvlrs.  Harrington.     Determined,' 
notwithftanding,    to  bring   you  down,  I 
fent  up  Sophia  to  call  you ;  but  as  lhe 
came  back  unfuccefsful,    I  ventured  to 
afkthe  way  to  your  room  myfelf,  and  was 
Ihewn  to  it  by  Sir  Edgar}  who  left  me  at 

the 
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the  head  of  the  flairs  upon  hearing  his 
mother  call  to  him  from  the  hall." 

Clarentine  reconciled  to  herfelf  by  this 
proof  of  her  own  importance,  enchanted 
by  the  kindnefs  of  young  Somerfet,  and 
exhilarated  by  her  nearer  approach  to  the 
lights  and  mufic,  entered  the  ball-room 
with  glowing  cheeks,  and  eyes  that  beamed 
with  pleafure. 

Her  conduftor,  declaring  (he  mould 
be  his  partner  for  the  evening,  led  her 
towards  a  fet  that  was  forming  for  country 
dances,  and  ftationed  her  next  to  Harriet, 
who,  as  well  as  her  fifter,feemed  rejoiced 
to  fee  her,  and  was  lavifh  in  her  expref- 
fions  of  difguft  towards  Mrs.  Harrington. 

The  reft  of  the  evening,  Clarentine 
fpent  with  undifturbed  fatisfa&ion.  Her 
confiderate  partner,  who  feemed  bent 
upon  mailing  her.  amends  for  the  little 
mortification  fhe  had  fuftained,  by  the 
chearfulnefs  and  good-humour  he  exerted 
himfelf,  and  infufed  into  all  around  her, 
fcarcely  left  her  a  moment,  and  evinced 
fo  fincere  and  benevolent  a  defire  of  ren- 
dering her  happy,  that  her  whole  heart 
felt,    and  gratefully    acknowledged   the 


obligation. 
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Once  however,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
evening,  her  gaiety  was  for  a  few  moments 
clouded,  by  obferving  a  degree  of  gloom 
on  the  brow  of  Edgar  as  unufual  as  it  was 
evident.  She  was  tempted  at  firft  to  go  up 
to  him  and  enquire  the  caufe,  but  loft  fight 
of  him  before  fhe  could  crofs  the  room, 
and  afterwards  faw  him  no  more. 

At  fupper  fhe  afked  Sophia  what  was 
become  of  him,  and  learned  with  great 
concern  that  he  had  complained  of  not 
being  well,  and  was  gone  to  bed. 

"  To  tell  you  the  truth,"  continued 
Sophia,  "  I  think  that  was  the  belt  place 
for  him;  he  is  fo  horrid  crofs,  and  ap- 
peared fo  difcontented  with  every  thing 
the  whole  time  he  ftaid,  that  I  was  vaftly 
glad  to  fee  him  walk  off." 

"  And'  I,"  faid  Clarentine,  fmiling — ■ 
am  vaftly  glad  to  hear  he  was  crofs,  as  that 
convinces  me  he  was  not  ill,  fince  nobody 
ever  bore  illnefs  with  fo  much  fweetnefs 
and  patience." 

At  half  paft  eleven  the  whole  party  fe- 
parated  :  and  foon  after  twelve,  every 
inhabitant  of  Delmington  Houfe  was  in 
bed. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 

THE  next  morning,  before  the  reft  of 
the  family  aflembled  to  breakfaft,  young 
Somerfet  and  Clarentine  met  in  the  great 
parlour. 

She  approached  him  with  the  fame 
alacrity,  the  fame  fmiling  countenance 
ihe  had  worn  on  the  preceding  evening, 
and'praifing  him  for  his  early  rifing,  in- 
vited him  to  walk  with  her  in  the  garden. 
He  agreed  to  it  readily,  drew  her  hand, 
under  his  arm,  and  as  they  proceeded 
acrofs  the  lawn  faid 

"  I  wiflv  to  have  fome  ferious  converr 
fation  with  you,  my  dear  Clarentine ;  .but 
may  I  rely  upon  your  fincerity  ?  will  you 
fpeak  to  me  with  opennefs  ?  confider  me 
as  your  friend,  and  difguife  nothing  from 
me?" 

Clarentine,  ftartled  at  this  preface, 
looked  anxioufly  at  him,  and  half  nefi- 
tating  faid— 

"  Dear  Mr.  Somerfet,  what  do  you 
mean?  You  really  frighten  me" — 

"Believe  me,-  my  love,"  cried' he, 
"  that  was  far  from  being  my  intention ;  I 

will 
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will  afk  nothing  you  ought  to  conceal — 
nothing  but  what  it  may  foe  for  your 
benefit  to  difclofe.  Tell  me  therefore,  and 
tell  me  truly — are  you  happy  in  your  pre  - 
fent  fituation  ?  Are  you  treated  with  kind- 
nefs  ?  I  have  important  reafons  for  wish- 
ing to  know ;  and  truft  me  you  fhall  never 
repent  the  confidence  you  place  in  me." 

"  Oh !"  cried  Clarentine  earneftly, 
**  you  could  not  have  queftioned  me  upon 
afubjeft  I  could  more  readily  have  an- 
fwered ;  and  I  rejoice  that  you  have  given 
me  fuch  an  opportunity  of  exprefling  my 
gratitude  to  Lady  Delmington,  my  love 
for  all  her  family  !  Had  I  been  her  child, 
her  only  child,  me  could  not  have  treated 
me  with  more  teridernefs ;  the  very  fer- 
vants  are  taught  by  her  to  {behave  to  me 
with  refpecl  and  attention,  and  not  a  crea- 
ture in  the  houfe  but  feems  to  feel  a  mix- 
ture of  pity  and  affe&ion  for  me." 

The  warmth  with  which  me  fpoke 
brought  a  colour  into  her  cheeks,  an  ani- 
mation into  her  countenance,  that  gave 
ample  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  every 
word  (lie  had  uttered.  Young  Somerfet, 
perfectly  Convinced,  preffed  her  hand, 
a»d  faid,  "  Enough,  my  Qlasentine ;  I  am 
vol.  i,  D  fatisfied 


50  CLARENT1NE. 

fatisfied,  and  earneftly  hope  you  will 
never  have  caufe  to  fpeak  with  lefs  enthu-i 
fiafm;  if,  however,  that  fhould  unhappily 
one  day  be  the  cafe,  remember  you  have 
in  me  a  friend,  whom  no  time,  no  cir- 
cumftances  can  ever  change;  one  who 
loves  you  tenderly,  who  will  a£t  in  your 
behalf  with  the  zeal  of  a  brother,  and 
upon  every  occafion  take  the  deepeft  in- 
terett  in  yourwelfare.  Write  to  me  there- 
fore, whenever  any  difficulty  or  embar- 
raflment  occurs :  make  me  your  confi- 
dant ;  truft  to  me  implicitly;  and  be  af- 
fured,  that  whether  diftant  or  near  you, 
it  fhall  always  be  my  firfl  ftudy  to  afford 
you  the  bed  advice  and  afliftance  in  my 
power.  We  are  related  too  clofely  not 
to  love  each  other;  the  fame  mother 
c  herifhed,  the  fame  houfe  contained,  the 
fame  kindnefs  foflered  us ;  then,  let  us 
not,  as  we  advance  in  life,  neglect  to  cuU 
tivate  that  affection  which  fprung  up  in 
our  infancy,  and  was  beheld  with  fo  much 
pleafure  by  our  mutual  benefa&refs !" 

Clarentine,  foftehed  even  to  tears  by  the 
kindnefs  of  this  fpeech,  had  no  voice  to 
articulate  her  thanks:  fhe  could  only  ex- 
prefs  them  by  her  looks,  and.the  fervent 

gratitude 
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gratitude  with  which  fhe  raifed  the  hand 
of  the  generous  fpeaker  to  her  lips  :  So- 
merfet  haftily  withdrew  it. 

K  This  is  too  much,  my  Clarentine," 
cried  he,  "  you  owe  me  nothing,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  will  confer  a  very  effen- 
tial  obligation  upon  me  by  conforming  to 
the  directions  I  have  to  give  you.  Per- 
haps you  wonder  at  the  ferioufnefs  with 
which  I  have  fpoken;  let  me  explain  to 
you  its  caufe.  I  am  upon  the  point  of 
leaving  you,  of  leaving  England,  proba- 
bly for  a  confiderable  time." — Here  Cla- 
rentine^ftarted,  and  fixed  her  fine  blue 
eyes  fearfully  on  his  face— Somerfet 
went  on — "  In  my  abfence  many  altera- 
tions may  take  place.  You  may  be  diftreft, 
unhappy,  and  have  ho  one  near  you  to 
whom  you  can  apply  for  relief  and  affif- 
tance.  Take  then  this  pocket-book,  pre- 
lerve  it  carefully,  and  before  I  go,  I  will 
explain  myfelf  more  fully  as  to  the  ufe  to 
which  its  contents  are  meant  to  be  af- 
figned." 

Clarentine,  deeply  affe&ed  as  fhe  had 
been  before,  was  now  quite  overpowered. 
She  fobbed  audibly  as  he  put  the  pocket- 
book  into  her  hand,  and  hiding  her  face, 
D  2  funk, 
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funk,  unable  to  fpeak,  upon  a  bench  near 
her.  Somerfet,  at  firft,  endeavoured  to 
compofe,  and  reftore  her  to  greater  cahn- 
nefs ;  but  fooci  finding  the  attempt  vain, 
he  ceafed  fpeaking,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
left  her. 

At  breakfaft,  lie  publicly  announced 
his  intended  departure ;  faid  his  (hip  was 
to  fail  in  a  fhbrt  time,  and  that  therefore 
he  muft  be  on  board  within  three  days  at 
furtheft.  Lady  Delmington  prefied  him 
earneftly  to  fpend  thofe  three  days  at  her 
hpufe  j  but  he  excufed  himfelf  on  account 
of  his  father,  who  would,  he  added,  ex- 
peft  to  fee  him  in  town  before  he  went. 
*l  I  (hall  be  happy,  however,"  continued 
he,  "  to  remain  here  till  to-morrow  morn' 
ing,  when,  by  five  o'clock  I  muft  be  gone." 

Lady  Delmington,  grateful  for  this 
fliort  delay,  thanked  him  for  granting  it, 
and  foon  after  retired  with  her  daughters 
and  Clarentkie  to  their  ufual  morning 
avocations,  whilft  Mrs.  Harrington  went 
out  alone  to  walk. 

Frederick  during  their  abfence  attached 
himfelf  wholly  to  young  Somerfet;  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  enter  into  a  minute  de- 
tail of  his  way  of  life  on  board  a  fliip  j 

afked 
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afked  how  long  he  had  been  rn  the  fervice? 
who  was  his  captain  ?  and  a  multitude  of 
other  queftions,  which,  though  wearifome 
to  Somerfet?  he  good  humouredly  an- 
fwered,  frequently  laughing  at  the  boy  s 
curiofity,  and  wpndering  to  what  it  could 
p'offibly  tend. 

Meanwhile  Edgar  leaning  back  in  his 
chair  near  the  window,  and  pretending  to 
read,  neither  joined  in  the  converfation, 
nor  appeared  at  all  to  hear  it.  Kis  eyes 
were  occasionally  glanced  towards  young 
Somerfet  with  an  air  of  fullen  difcontents 
then  haftily  withdrawn  as  if  fearful  of  ob- 
fervation;  and  atlaft,  fuddenly  rifing,  he 
flung  away  his  book,  fnatched  up  his  hat, 
and  abruptly  quitted  the  room. 

After  dinner  the  whole  family  walked 
out;  and  Somerfet,.  detaching  himfelf 
from  the  reft  of  the  party,  engaged  Cla- 
rentine  to  accompany  him,  and  renewed 
theconverfation  of  the  morning. 

"  Since  I  have  the  pleafure,"  faid  he, 
"  my  dear  Clarentine,  of  finding  you 
more  in  a  fituation  to  liften  to  me  than 
when  I  laft  talked  with  you,  fuffer  me  now 
to  enter  upon  the  explanation  I  promifed 
you.  Before  my  return  from  fea  you  will 
Da  be 
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be  grown  up,  you  will  be  of  an  age  to 
eXpeS  that  they  tranquil  and  ehildifh 
pleafures  you  have  hitherto  known  will 
be  changed  for  a  life  of  far  lefs  ferenity, 
nay,  I  fear  contentment.  Should  any  cir- 
cumftances  then  occur  to  make  you  rea» 
fonably  defirous  of*changing  your  abode, 
allow  me  to  advife  you  in  your  choice  of 
an  afyhim,  and  depend  not  upon  your 
own  judgment  wholly  in  an  affair  of  fo 
much  donfequence." 

Too  much  confounded  to  interrupt 
him,  Clarentine  liftened  with  an  air  of 
profound  attention,  impatient  for  what 
was  to  follow,  and  fcarcely  comprehend- 
ing what  fhe  had  heard.  Somerfet  faw 
her  aftonifhment ;  but  noticed  it  not,  and 
thus  proceeded. 

"  Far  be  it  from  me  unfeelingly  to 
alarm  you  with  diftreffing  predictions; 
and  ftill  further,  by  hinting  to  you  what 
arc  my  own  diftant  apprehenfions,  towifh 
to  inftil  into  your  mind  a  reftlefs  defireof 
change,  or  a  jealous  petulance  and  quick- 
nefs  in  taking  pffence,  that  might  involve 
you  in  apprehenfions  and  diftruft  too  pain- 
ful to  be  fupported  by  yourfelf,  and  too 
injurious  to  be  forgiven  by  your  friends, 

All 
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AH  I  defign  is  to  caution  yod  «gainft  fu- 
ture poffibilities;  and  to  entreat  yoi* 
never  to  fuffer  your  fpirits  to  be  depre  fifed 
by  imagining  that,  when  an  outcaft  from1 
hence,  you  have  no  other  eligible  place 
of  refuge." 

"  An  outcaft  from  hence  V  repeated  Cla- 
rentine,  turning  pale — "  Good  God!  Mr. 
Somerfet,  can  that  ever  happen  ?" 

"  I  hope"  anfwered  he,  taking  her 
hand,  "it  never  will — yet  remember,  it 
is  not  impoffible ;  and  even  againft  the* 
moft  diftarit  cafualties,  as  I  faid  before, 
it  is  my  wifh  to  warn  you.  The  term 
outcaft  was  perhaps  too  harfli — my  Cla- 
rentine'ean  never  find  hearts  hard  enough 
to  treat  her  with  fuch  undeferved  cruelty. 
Were  Lady  Delmington  alone  in  queftionr 
I  would  without  hefitation  undertake  to 
anfwer  for  the  continuation  of  her  favour; 
but  her  prefent  inmate,  Mrs.  Harrington 
may  be  lefs  benevolently  inclined.  She 
is  rich,  and  therefore  will  have  power- 
-r-is  malevolent,  and  therefore  to  be 
dreaded." 

"  But  why  by  we  .?"  cried  the  aftonifh- 

ed  Clarentine— "  I  mean  not,  I   defign' 

D  4  not 
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not  to  offend  her;  then,  wherefore  fhould 
ihe  injure  me  ?" 

With  equal  pity  and  affefition,  SomeT- 
fet,  when  (he  paufed,  looked  at  her 
anxious  face,  fighed,  and  half  overcome 
by  her  earneflnefs,  was  almoft  tempted  in 
anfwer  to  her  enquiries  to  pronounce  the 
name  of  Edgar!  He  checked  himfelf 
however,  in  time,  and  waving  the  fubjeft, 
faid —  ' 

"  We  may  be  interrupted;  and  I  have 
yet  much  to  fay  to  you.  You  have  pro- 
bably often  heard  me  mention  a  Clergy- 
man named  Lenham  who  was  my  tutor,, 
and  refided  at  my  father's  till  I  determined 
on  my  prefent  profeffion.  He  now  lives 
in  a  village  near  London  called  Hatilp- 
{lead,  with  his  wife  and  two  young  pupils 
who  have  juft  been  fent  over  from  the 
Welt  Indies.  When  you  was  a  child  he 
knew  and  loved  you  molt  affectionately; 
and  to  this  day  enquires  after  you  with  a 
degree  of  interefl;  that  plainly  Ihews  he 
flill  retains  the  fame  tendernefs  and  regard 
for  you.  To  him  it  is,  therefore,  my 
Clarentine,  1  would  have  you  go,  (liould 
the  face  of  affairs  here  ever  take  the  turn 
I  have  ventured  to  hint  to  you,  I  thought 

» they 
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they  might.  Lady  Delmington,  when 
eonfulted^  can  never  oppofe  it :  fhe 
knows  too  -well  the  excellence  and  bene- 
voPence  of  his  chara&er  to  apprehend  any 
thing  from  trufting  you  to  his  care.  His 
heart,  his  hou-fe  will  be  alike  open  to  you ; 
and  be  affubecf  that  at  all  times  he  will  be 
equally  rejoiced  to  afford  you  fhelter, 
eonfo>l>ationy  and  protection.  The  notes 
contained  in  the  pocket-book  I  have  left 
in  your  hands,  will  be  of  «iie  in  enabling 
you  to  prepare  for  fuch  a  journey  ,  as  welt 
as  in  -paying  whateirer  -expences  you  may 
incur  after  your  removal. 

The  two  Mifs  Delmingtows,  at  that 
moment,  approaching  and  joining  themj 
Somerfet  gave  a  different  turn  to  the  con.- 
verfation ;  and  fhortty  after  they  all  re* 
turned  to  the  houfe. 

The  impreffion  made  upon  the  mind  of 
Clarentine,  by  the  alarming  cautions  that 
had  been  given  her,  was  deep  and  painfull 
Hitherto,  without  confidering  its  {lability* 
*  "Content,  and  cacelefs  of  to-morrow'* 
fate,"  me  had  been  fatished  to  enjoy  the 

*  Thomfon. 
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advantages  of  her'fitu'ation  with  chearful- 
nefs  and  gratitude,  thoughtlefs  of  the 
future,  and  delighted  with  the  prefent. 
Not  fuch,  not  equally  ferene  was  the 
piclure  that  had  now  been  traced  to  her. 
She  diftinguiflied  in  it,  as  one  of  its  molt 
prominent  features,  the  horrors  of  banifh- 
ment — perhaps  of  total  defertion  !  Saw 
herfelf  an  alien  without  any  natural 
friends,  and  afTured  fupport!  The  idea,  to 
a  mind  fo  tender  and  affe&ionate,  was 
terrific'.  It  wrung  her  heart  with  agony; 
and  when  alone,  drewtears  of  the  bittereft 
anguifh  from  her  eyes ! 

"  Oh !  why,"  cried  flie,  "  why  did  he 
paint  to  me  fo  horrible  a  perfpe&ive,? 
Who,  I  exiled  from  this  dear  houfe  ?  I  fe- 
paratedfrom  Lady  Delmington,  from  her 
children,  from  all  I  moft,love,moft  value 
upon  earth?  Would  no  one  plead,  no  one 
fupplicate  for  me  ?  Could  Edgar,  who 
has  fo  long  called  me  his  filler,  his  friend, 
— could  he  endure  to  have  his  Clarentine 
to  unkindly  treated  ?  But  alas !  what 
could  Edgar  do !  He  is  too  young  to 
have  any  authority,  any  weight;  and  all 
I  can  expeclfrom  the  oppofition  he  would 
make,  is  to  be  fent  away  in  his  abfence, 

never 
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never  tQ  be  heard  of,  never  to  be  Xeen  by 
him  again ?" 

This  reflection  was  fo  affli&ing,  that  fhe 
fcarcely  knew  how  to  fupport  it,  and  al- 
moft  hated  Mr.  Sbmerfet  for  having 
ftarted  it  to  her  imagination. 

•When  fhe  met  him  at  fupper,  the  red- 
nefs  of  her  eyes  told  the  effect  their  late 
converfation  had  had  upon  her.  He 
looked  at  her  with  the  moll  benevole*ht 
concern,  prefTed  her  hand  as  fhe  feated 
herfelf  next  him,  and  half  repented  the 
diftrefs  his  well-meant  caution  had  given 
her.  No  one  elfe,  however,  appeared  to 
notice  her  dejection,  the  fettled  gloom 
and  determined  iilence  of  Edgar  render- 
ing it  lefs  confpicuous;  and  the  kindnefs 
of  Somerfet  fuccefsfully  exerting  itfelf  to 
draw  off  the  general  attention  to  foreign 
jTubjefts.' 

At  an  early  hour  they  feparated  for  the 
night — Somerfet,  before  fhe  went,  affec- 
tionately embracing  Clarentine,  and  re- 
commending to  her  in  the  mofl  earneft 
manner  to  write  to  him  as  often  as  it  was  in 
her  power. 

D6  CHAP. 
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IT  was  long  before  the  fpirits  of  Cla- 
rentine  recovered  their  ufual  tone,  and 
an  event  which  happened  within  a  fort- 
night of  young  Somerfet's  departure  tend- 
ed but  the  more  feverely  to  aggravate  their 
depreffion. 

Frederick  Delmington,  charmed  with 
the  manlinefs  of  character,  the  frankneli 
of  difpofition,  fo  confpicuous  in  their  late 
gueft,  felt  an  invincible  defire,  by  em- 
bracing the  fame  profeffion,  to  unite  his 
own  fate  to  that  of  a  man,  who  was  fo 
bright  an  ornament  to  the  way  of  life  he 
had  chofen.  Reftlefs,  enterprizing  and 
dauntlefs,  the  viciflitudes  of  a  failor's 
career  had  no  terrors  for  him,  but  on  the 
contrary,  feemed  to  promife  far  greater 
happinefs  than  the  fedentary  occupations 
of  a  fcholar,  or  the  inglorious  drudgery 
of  a  man  of  bufinefs. 

After  a  ihqrt  deliberation  he  made 
known  his  purpofe  to  his  mother,  befought 

her 
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her  acquiescence  to  it,  and  protefted  that 
to  no  other  would  he  now,  or  ever  fub- 
fcribe.  Lady  Delmington,  equally  fur- 
prized  and  difpleafed  at  his  refolute  tone, 
and  firmly  perfuaded  this  new  paffion 
was  but  the  boyifh  whim  of  a  moment, 
coldly,  but  fteadily  anfwered,  fhe  had 
other  views  for  him,  and  eonfequently 
requefted  him  to  mention  his  own  no 
more. 

Frederick  fcrupuloufly  obeyed  this  laft 
injun&ion,  and  was  filent — but  not  there- 
fore difcomfited.  Oppofition  feemed  but 
the  more  to  ftimulate  his  purpofe,  and 
from  that  hour  his  imagination  was  wholly 
bufied  in  finding  means  to  facilitate  its 
fuceefs. 

One  morning,  about  a  week  after,  he 
was  miffed  at  the  ufual  hour  of  breakfaft, 
and  though  the  moft  diftant  fufpicion  of 
the  truth  never  occurred,  diligently,  yet 
vainly  fought  throughout  the  whole  houfe. 
Lady  Delmington  concluding  he  was  gone 
upon  fome  wild  expedition  to  Lyfton, 
foon  calmed  her  mind  about  him,  and 
gave  up  all  expectation  of  his  return  till 
dinner. 

Dinner, 
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Dinner,  however,  came — in  fhort,  the 
entire  day  patted,  and  ftill  he  did  not  ap- 
pear. His  mother,  almoft  diftrafted  by 
.her  apprehenfions,  difpatched  all  the  fer- 
vants  different  ways  in  purfuit  of  him. 
Edgar  likewife  affifted  in  the  fearch;  his 
fillers  weeping  bitterly,  terrified  each 
other  with  the  raoft  dreadful  conjectures, 
and  the  whole  houfe  was  thrown  into 
alarm  and  confufion ;  not  a  creature  in 
it,  Emma  excepted,  chufing  to  go  to  bed, 
even  for  an  inftant,  during  the  night! 

Had.  Lady  Delmington  been  in  a  ftate^- 
of  mind  tranquil  enough  to  have  attend*, 
ed  to  her,  the  remarks,  and  unfeeling 
farcafms  of  Mrs.  Harrington  on  this  oc-< 
cafion  had  alone  been  fufficient  to  have 
deftroyed  her,  With  the  moft  inveterate 
malignity  fhe  was  perpetually  talking,  of 
the  confequences  to  be  inevitably  ex- 
pected from  the  unlimited  indulgence  of 
parents  to  their  children — of  the  weaknefs. 
of  fuppofing  that  where  all  command  was 
refigned,  authority  could  be  maintained, 
and  of  the  folly  of  grieving  at  that  which 
a  little  firmnefs,  and  better  regulations 
might  have  totally  prevented. 

Onee 
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Once  in  the  midft  of  thefe  c?uel  obfer- 
vations,  Lady  Delmington  gained  fpirit 
to  interrupt  her — 

"  Oh!  Madam,"  cried  fhe  "  you  never 
were  a  mother,  elfe  you  could  not,  at  a 
time  like  this,  have'  the  courage,  the  in- 
humanity, let  me  rather  call  it,  to  wring 
a  mother's  heart  by  fueh  reproaches !" 

"  Well,  well,"  faid  Mrs.  Harrington, 
"go  on  as  you  have  begun,  continue  this 
abfurd  forbearance,  and  depend  upon  it 
what  you  now  fufFer  will  be  but  the  com, 
mencement  of  far  heavier  afflictions.  I 
forfee  much  mifchief  from  your  blind  par- 
tiality to  that  infinuating  little  ferpent 
Clarentine." 

Lady  Delmington  looked  offended  and 
amazed. 

"  She  is  preparing  eternal  regret  for 
you;"  continued  „ Mrs.  Harrington,— 
"  worming  herfelf  into  the  confidence  of 
your  whole  family;  artfully  gaining 
ground  in  your  hearts;  and  fooner  or 
later  will  end,  by  undermining  your  peace, 
and  blading  your  faireft  hopes  !" 

"  Who  ?  Clarentine  ?"  cried  the  indig- 
nant  Lady  Delmington,  "  our   guilelefs 

and 
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and    innocent    Clarentine  ?    How  ?    by 
what  means  ? 

"  By  enflaving  the  affections  of  your 
fon,"  abruptly  anfwered  Mrs.  Harrington, 
"  by  exciting  and  nourifhrngin  his  breaft 
a  degrading  paffion,  caufed  by  your  own 
imprudence,  confirmed  by  habit,  and  ren- 
dered unconquerable  by  her  fedu&ive 
wiles!" 

"  Impoffible  !'*  exclaimed  Lady  Del- 
mington,  "  Clarentine  is  a  mere  child,  as 
void  of  deceit,  as  ingenuous  and  artlefs 
as  a  new  born  infant !  She  cannot  at  her 
age  have  formed  fo  deep-laid  a  plan ;  can- 
not be  capable-  of  /educing  any  human 
being!" 

The  entrance  of  one  of  Lady  Delmmg- 
ton's  unfuccefsful  meffengers  here  put  art 
end  to  the  converfation.  She  could 
liften  to  no  more,  her  agony  was  un- 
fpeakable,  and  fhe  haftily  left  the  room. 

The  morning  came,  and  brought  with 
it  no  confolation — no  intelligence;  but 
faw  the  unhappy  family  in  enereafed  af- 
fliction— pale,  harrafled,  and  hopelefs, 
feated  round  Lady  Delmington,  and  fear- 
fully liftening  to  every  found— ftarting  at 
every  whifper! 

On 
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On  the  evening  of  the  fecdnd  day  of 
this  terrifying  fufpenfe,  it  occurred  to  the 
wretched  mother  for  thefirft  time,  that  her. 
fon  was  perhaps  gone  to  join  young  So- 
merfet.  She  remembered  his  earned  peti- 
tion to  her  on  that  fubjeft;  and  was  yet 
more  confirmed  in  her  fufpicions  by  the 
account  Edgar  gave  of  the  converfation 
Frederick  had  held  with  Somerfet  the  day 
before  his  departure".  This  idea  was  joy, 
compared  to  the  horrible  uncertainty 
fhe  had  hitherto  endured;  and  fhe  in- 
ftantly  determined  to  write  to  Mr.  So- 
merfet for  confirmation  of  its  truth. 

Clarentine,  who  was  prefent  whilft  this 
fubjeft  was  debated,  immediately  on  hear- 
ing her  aunt's  resolution,  drew  from  her 
pocket-book  young  Somerfet's  addrefs. 

"  There,  my  dear  Madam,"  faid  fhe, 
presenting  it  to  Lady  Delmington,  "  there 
is  Mr.  Somerfet's  direction.  He  left  it 
with  me,  that  whilft  he  remained  in  port, 
I  might  write  to  him  as  often  as  I  chofe." 

«*  I  am  glad  to  find,"  faid  Lady  Del- 
mington, tc  he  propofed  fuch  a  corref- 
pondence ;  it  proves  his  regard  for  you, 
my  Clarentine,  and  you  cannot  too  fedu- 
loufly  cultivate  his  favour.     Do  not  you 

think 
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think  with  me,  Edgar,"  added  me,  turn- 
ing to  her  fon  who  was  ftanding  at  the 
window,  "  it  is  fortunate  for  her  to  have 
acquired  in  fo  near  a  relation*  fo  partial 
a  friend?" 

Edgar  changed  colour — was  filent  a 
moment,  and  then  in  a  hefitating.  voice, 
anfwered — 

".  Yes,  certainly,  I  believe  fo." 

"  You  believe  fo!"  repeated' his  mo* 
ther.  "  My  dear  boy,  did  you  hear  what 
I  faid  ?f  ' 

"  Edgar  hears  nothing  that  rs  fei-d  to 
him  now;"  oried  Clarentine,  f'he  fcarcejy 
anfwers  any  body." 

"  Tou  have  no  reafon  to  complain," 
cried  Edgar,  reddening — "I  havefpokei* 
to  you  of  late,  quite  as  often  as  you  have 
to  me" 

Then  flinging  open  a  glafs  door  that 
led  from  the  parlour  into  the  garden,  he 
angrily  left  the  room. 

Lady  Delmington,  furprifed  at  the  un- 
ufual  acrimony  {hewn  upon  this  occafion 
by  her  fon,  now  raifed  her  eyes  towards; 
Clarentine,  and  faw,  with  encreafed  afto- 
nifhment,  that  her's  were  filled  with  tears! 

»  What 
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45  What  am  I  to  believe  from  all  this?" 
cried  file,  with  fome  feverity — Have  you, 
Clarentine,  and  Edgar  been  quarrelling  ?" 

"  Indeed,  Madam,"  anfwered  Claren- 
tine, "  we  have  not  y  it  is  true  Edgar,  for 
fome  time  paft,  has  appeared  to  fhun 
me ;  nay,  he  has  even  appeared  defirous 
to  avoid  every  opportunity  of  fpeaking 
to  me  j  but  why  he  mould,  or  how  I  have 
offended  him,  believe  me,  deareft  Madam, 
I  know  no  more  than  yourfelf." 

"  And  how  long,"  faid  Lady  Delming- 
ton,  "  has  this  fhynefs  on  his  part  fub- 
fifted?" 

"  Ever  fince  the  night  of  our  ball," 
anfwered  Clarentine.  "  I  wifh,  deareft 
Madam,  you  would  fpeak  to  him  upon 
the  fubjecl;  perhaps  he  would  explain 
himfelf  to  you,  though  he  difdains  doing  it 
to  me." 

"  Well,"  faid  Lady  Delmington,  "  do 
not  make  yourfelf  uneafy,  my  Clarentine, 
I  will  fpeak  to  him  upon  the  fubje£t,  finca 
between  brothers  and  filters  (and  you 
ought  always  to-  conlider  each  other  in 
that  light)  fuch  caufelefs  referve  and  un- 
kindnefs  mould  never,  for  a  moment,- take 
place," 

Clarentine 
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Clarentine  thanked  her,  and  foon  after 
retired;  whilft  Lady  Delmington,  but  too 
apprehenfive  of  the  juftice  of  Mrs.  Har- 
rington's fufpicions,  with  regard  to  her 
fon,  fent  immediately  for  him,  in  order  ta 
begin  her  interrogation. 

With  an  air  of  mixed  fullennefs  and 
melancholy,  he  obeyed  the  fummons.  His 
mother,  ftruck  with  fecret  dread,  had 
fcarcely  prefence  of  mind  fufficient  to 
difguife  her  alarm — he  obferved  it  not, 
however,  and  fhe  thus  began — 

"  What  is  the  matter,  my  dear  Edgar? 
Why  are  you  fo  thoughtful  and  grave?" 

Edgar  endeavoured  to  aifume  a  more 
unconcerned  look;  and  anfwered  witk 
affe&ed  careleffnefs,  he  did  not  knom 

"  You  are  a  frlly  boy,"  refumed  Lady 
Delmington,  "  to  excite  fo  much  uneafi- 
nefs  in  poor  little  Clarentine  for  nothing. 
She  thinks  you  are  ferioufly  offended  with 
her,  yet  feels  perfectly  unconfeious  of 
ever  having  given  you  caufe.  I  am  fure 
you  have  too  much  good  fenfe  to-  be 
capable  of  diftrefllng  her  long  by  fuch 
conducl.  What  has  fhe  done  ?  tell  me, 
my  fon,  and  I  will  try  to  bring  you  to  an 
accommodation.    It  is  beneath  your  age 

to 
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to  keep  up  any  thing  like  an  abfolute 
quarrel  with  her— remember,  Edgar,  you 
are  fixteen,  and  fhe  is  (till  a  mere  child." 

During  this  fpeech,  Edgar's  counte- 
nance underwent  a  variety  of  changes, 
and  when  his  mother  paufed,  he  haftily 
and  with  much  emotion  faid— • 

"  Clarentine  cannot  be  called  fuch  an 
abfolute  child,  I  think,  with  any  juftice ; 
ftie  is  only  three  years  younger  than  I 
am." 

"  It  is  very  little  to  the  purpofe,"  cried 
Lady  Delmington,  "  whether  in  your  opi- 
nion Clarentine  is  a  child  or  not ;  by  all 
reafonable  people  me  will  yet  be  long 
confidered  as  fuch;  though  I  own,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  fhe  has  fhewn  far  more 
underftanding  than  you  have  done,  and 
therefore  lefs  deferves  to  be  treated  like 


one." 


"  I  don't  perceive  the  good  fenfe, 
however,"  cried  Edgar,  with  a  forced 
fmile,  "  of  complaining  to  you  of  what 
paifes  between  ourfelves." 

"  You  muft  allow  for  her  age,"  again 
refumed  Lady  Delmington;  "  fhe  meant 
no  harm,  but  merely  fpoke  to  .me  with  a 

view 
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view  of  learning,  through  my  mediation, 
how  fhe  might  beft  appeafe  you." 

<(  Appeafe  me!"  repeated  Edgar  in  a 
foftened.voice,  "what  a  word!  I  have 
not  had  any  difpute  with  her — have  not 
told  her  I  was  angry — then  how  came  (he 
ever  to  imagine  I  was  fo?" 

"  Perhaps,"  faid  Lady  Delmington, 
fmiling,  "  if  you  had  had  a  literal  quarrel 
with  her,  fhe  might  have  been  lefs  hurt, 
fince  one  of  her  chief  complaints  is,  that 
you  never  fpeak  to  her." 

Edgar  could  not  bear  an  imputation 
like  this.  .His  own  pride  was  wounded  in 
that  of  Clarentine,  and  colouring  deeply 
he  replied — -' 

"  Good  God!  Madam — you  fpeak  of 
her,  as  if  fhe  was  an  idiot,  as  well  as  a 
child:1 

"  Indeed  Edgar,"  cried  Lady.  Del- 
mington, ">  you  miftake  me — I  think  for 
her.time  of  life  fhe  is  as  fenfible  as  one 
can  reafonably  expeft  :  all  I  wifh  is,  to 
perfuade  you  to  make  proper  allowances 
for  her  age,  and  to  treat ''her  with  lefs 
negleft,  left  fhe  fhould  be  led  by  your 
coldnefs    and  difregard   to  imagine  you 

difdain 
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difdain  her  for  her  povety,  arid  wifh  to 
give  her  a  difguft  to  this  houfe." 

"  Who  i?"  cried  Edgar,  with  a  look 
that  proved  how  diftant  from  his  heart 
was  fuch  a  thought,  "  /difdain  her?  / 
wifh  to  give  her  a  difguft  to  this  houfe? 
Ah!  I  know  not  whether  I  mould  not 
conceive  a  lailing  one  to  it  myfelf,  were 
fhe  ever  to  quit  it !" 

Lady  Delrnington,  difmayed  at  the  un- 
reftrained  warmth  with  which  this  was  ut- 
tered, could  with  difficulty  diffemble  her 
difpleafure.  She  fat  fome  time  meditat- 
ing upon  what  me  had  heard;  and  at 
length,  with  as  much  calmnefs  as  fhe  could 
command,  faid — 

"  At  prefent  I  fee  no  probability  of 
her  being  feparated  from  us ;  yet  I  am  by 
no  means  certain  I  fhall  always  have  it  i-n 
my  power  to  retain  her  with  me.  It  will 
give  me  great  concern  to  part  with  her,let 
the  day  be  as  diftant  as  it  may;  but  ftill, 
mould  any  eligible  fituation  offer  for  her 
when  fhe  is  a  little  older,  I  fhould  think 
myfelf  her  enemy  not  to  accept  it." 

Edgar  petrified  by  the  whole  tenor  of 
this  fpeech — a  fpeech  fo  cold,  fo  unlike 
every  other  his  mother  had  ever  uttered 

concerning 
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concerning  Clarentine,  felt  himfelf  for  a 
moment  deprived  of  all  power  to  anfwer 
it.  Soon,  however,  recovering  (his  appre- 
henfions  for  Clarentine  made  him  bald) 
with  refpecl,  yet  with  firmnefs  and  cou- 
rage, he  faid— 

"It  appears  fo  evident,  that  no  fitua. 
tion  can  be  eligible  for  her  that  removes 
her  from  beneath  your  roof,  that  I  am 
far  from  believing  it  poffible  you  mould 
ever  place  her  under  any  other;  the  or- 
phan daughter  of  my  father's  only  brother 
muft  always  be  fecure  of  an  afylum  with 
his  children;  they  are  bound,  in  honour 
to  his  memory,  for  ever  to  protefl  and 
cherifli  her." 

"  They  are  fo,  Edgar,"  replied  his 
mother,  "  as  long  as  that  daughter  re- 
quires fuch  protection ;  but  Clarentine  is 
not  now  4b  wholly  deftitute  of  other  friends 
as  (he  was  at  her  father's  death.  William 
Somerfet,"  added  fhe,  ftedfaftly  regarding 
her  fon  whilft  fhe  fpoke,  "  feems  not  only 
willing,  but  anxious  to  ferve  her.  He 
loves  her  affectionately — will  have  much 
at  his  difpofal — -is  generous  and  friendly* 
and  therefore  it  would  certainly  be  in- 
juring 
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juring  her  very  effentially  to  oppofe  any 
plan  he  might  propofe  for  her  advantage." 

Edgar  calling  down  his  eyes,  and  at 
once  lofing  all  that  fteadinefs  of  look  and 
voice  he  had  juft  before  affumed,  fighed 
deeply,  and  anfwered — 

"If  Clarentine  prefers  Mr.  Somerfet's 
protection,  values  more  highly  his  friend- 
fliip  than  ours,  it  would,  I  allow,  be  cruel 
to  withhold  her  from  it.  I  could  not, 
however,  have  imagined  that  fhe  would  fo 
eafily  have  learnt  to  forget  us.  She  has 
(comparatively,  at  lead;  known  this  So- 
merfet  fo  fhort  a  time — has  hitherto  ap- 
peared to  love  us  all  fo  much!" 

"  Your  furprife  at  this  fudden  attach- 
ment," faid  Lady  Delmington,  "  would 
ceafe,  my  fon,  were  you  to  confider  the 
extreme  verfatility  "of  children's  difpofi- 
tions ;  whoever  laft  {hews  them  mofl  kiad- 
nefs;  whoever,  by  greater  attention  than 
ufual,  flatters  their  little  vanity,  is  fure  of 
becoming  an  exclufive  favourite.  Claren- 
tine is  tender  and  open-hearted — fufcep- 
tible  of  the  fincereft  gratitude,  gentle, fen- 
fible,  and  good  ;  but  Clarentine  is  no  pro- 
digy She  has  her  failings  as  well  as  other 
folks  of  her  age,  and  perhaps  at  this  mo- 
vol,  1.  E  ment 
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merit  prefers  young  Somerfet  to  every 
other  friend;  it  is  very  probable,  how- 
ever, that  in  another  fortnight  fhe  may 
forget  him,  and  attach  herfelf  again  to 
us." 

Then  rifing  to  leave  the  room,  Lady 
Delmington  faid  fhe  had  letters  to  write, 
and  begged  not  to  be  difturbed  till 
fupper. 

The  cruel  policy  of  his  mother's  artful 
infinuations  left  on  the  mind  of  Edgar  a 
depreffion  he  knew  not  how  to  conquer. 
All  me  had  faid  at  the  beginning  of  their 
converfation  had  but  flightly  affe&ed  him, 
compared  to  the  realmifery  its  conclufion 
had  inflicted:  Clarentine  void  of  natural 
affe£lion,  wavering,  unfleady,  capricious 
in  her  attachments  !  Clarentine  capable 
for  a  moment  of  forgetting  a  family  fhe 
had To  long  refided  with,  of  preferring  to 
that  family  a  man,  whom  fo  many  years 
abfence  had  rendered  almoft  a  flranger  to 
her! — Oh!  there  was  fomething  in  the  idea 
io  oppreflive  to  his  heart,  that,  for  a  time, 
it  drove  all  other  reflections  from  his 
mind,  and  filled  him  with  the  deepefl  fad- 
jnefs  and  regret !  Pride,  jealoufy,  and  re- 
fentment,  however,  foon  came  to  his  re- 
lief, 


CLARENTINE.  7- 

lief,  and  gave  him  ftrength  td  conceal  his 
inward  fufferings,  and  to  determine,  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  flay  at  home, 
feduloufly  to  avoid  her. 

Clarentine,  hoping  much  from  the  in- 
terference  of  Lady  Delmington,  was  mod 
grievoufly  disappointed  when  fhe  obferved 
the  encreafed  coldnefs  and  negleft  with 
which  Edgar  treated  her  after  their  con- 
ference— afcribing  a  part  of  his  tacitur- 
nity and  gloom,  however,  to  his  anxiety 
refpe£ting  Frederick,  fhe  forbore  uttering 
any  complaint,  or  feeking  any  explana- 
tion, quietly  waiting  till  he  mould  himfelf 
folicit  one. 

But  Edgar  was  too  indignant  even  to 
wifh  for  any  ;  and  foon  convinced  her 
that,  whatever  might  be  his  uneafinefs 
concerning  his  brother,  it  was  but  the 
fecondary  caufe  of  the  change  fhe  fo 
much  lamented.  The  words  of  young 
Somerfet  on  this  painful  difcovery 
again  occurred  to  her.  "  If  this  indif- 
ference in  Edgar,"  cried  fhe,  "  fhould 
prove  but  the  beginning  of  that  general 
defertion  he  taught  me  to  expeft — if  the 
lofs  of  hisaffeftion  fhould  be  but  the  fore- 
runner of  my  total  renunciation,  by  the 
-  E  3  reft 
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reft  of  his  family !  What  is  to  become 
.©f  me  ?  How  am  I  to  fupport  their  un- 
kindnefs  ?  How  have  I  defervedit?  Oh! 
preferve  me,  heaven!  from  ever  living  to 
fee  the  day  which  is  to  alienate  me  fo 
cruelly  from  the  hearts  of  thofe,  whofe 
happinefs  I  would  purchafe  at  the  price  of 
my  own  I" 


CHAP.     VII. 


FREDERICK  had  been  gone  a  week, 
when  Lady  Delmington  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  young  Somerfet  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  enquiries  fhe  had  made  re- 
lating to  her  fon  :•— 

TO  LADY  DELMINGTON. 
DEAR   MADAM, 

*<  I  am  deeply  concerned  that  my  late 
vifit  at  your  houfe  fhould  have  been  pro- 
ductive of  fo  much  diftrefs  and  alarm  to 
your  whble  family ;  need  I  add  how  much 
pleafure  it  would  give  me  were  I  able  to 

fend 
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fend  you  any  certain  intelligence  of  your 
young  fugitive  ?  Hitherto  I  have  had  it  in 
my  power  to  obtain  no  fatisfaftory  infor- 
mation concerning  him ;  yet  I  have  great 
hopes  of  foon  being  more  fuccefsful.  The 
laft  time  I  went  on  more,  that  is  to  fay, 
yefterday  morning,  I  was  told  I  had  been 
enquired  for  repeatedly  by  a  young  failor, 
who  had  fince  had  a  private  conference 
with  our  Captain ;  no  one,  however,  could 
inform  me  where  he  lodged,  or  what  was 
his  name;  but  by  the  defcription  given 
me  of  his  perfon,  I  could  have  no  doubt 
of  its  being  your  fon. 

"  In  the  evening,  when  I  again  went 
on  board,  I  requefted  the  Captain  to  tell 
me  who  the  youth  was,  he  had  difcourfed 
with  the  preceding  day,  and  what  his  rea- 
fons  were  for  enquiring  fo  anxioufly  after 
me.  He  anfwered  that  he  knew  nothing 
more  of  him  than  what  his  appearance  de- 
noted, which  was  that  of  a  young  adven- 
turer recently  eloped  from  his  friends; 
that  all  his  bufinefs  with  him  was  to  requeft 
he  might  be  taken  on  board  our  veffel  in 
any  capacity  whatever.  t  The  boy,'  con- 
tinued he,  *  looks  aftive  and  fpirited,  and 
I  Own  I  felt  ftrongly  tempted  to  fecure 
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him;  but  not  knowing  what  anxiety  I 
might  occafion  to  his  family  by  fucfr  a 
itep,  I  fimply  told  him  I  mould  let  him 
know  my  determination  in  a  few  days;  but 
at  that  moment  could  give  him  no  pofitive 
anfwer.' 

"  I  then  afked  where  this  interview 
had  taken  place,  and  where  they  were  to 
meet  again  ?  He  named  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal inns  on  fhore,  and  thither,  at  the 
appointed  time,  I  am  to  carry  the  Cap- 
tain's  anfwer. 

"  If  the  youth  in  queftion,  Madam, 
mould  prove  to  be  your  fon,  you  may 
depend  upon  my  exerting  all  my  influence 
over  him  in  order  to  induce  him  to  return 
to  you  immediately  I  will  write  again 
the  moment  I  have  feen  him,  to  acquaint 
you  with  my  fuccefs. 

"  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  Sir  Edgar, 
and  the  young  ladies;   and   with  kindeft 
love  to  Clarentine,  remain, 
"  Dear  Madam, 

«<  With  great  refpeft  and  regard, 
"  Your  Ladyfhip's  moft  obedient, 
"  Humble  Servant, 

1 

*«  William  Somerset." 

After 
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AFter  reading  this  letter,  it  feemed  fa 
evident  to  Lady  Delmington  that  any  far- 
ther oppofition  to  her  fon's  willies  would 
but  drive  him  to  extremities,  and  induce 
him  at  any  rifk  to  engage  with  fome 
other  Captain  lefs  fcrupulous  than  Somer- 
fet's,  that  fhe  inftantly  determined  to  write 
again  to  the  latter,  granting  Frederick  full 
permiffion  to  go  on  board,  recommending 
him  to  his  care,  and  entreating  him  to  be- 
come her  agent,  and  provide  for  her  fon 
every  thing  neceffary  for  the  voyage. 

Clarentine  wrote  a  fhort  letter  to  So- 
merfet  at  the  fame  time,  and  both  were 
immediately  fent  off. 

By  return  of  poll,  Somerset's  anfwer 
arrived : — ■ 

TO   LADY   DELMINGTON. 
DEAR    MADAM, 

"  The  receipt  of  your  Ladyfhip's  laft 
letter  gave  me  inexpreflible  fatisfa&ion. 
I  had  feen  your  fon  in  the  morning,  and 
had  ineffectually  attempted  to  reafon  him 
from  his  purpofed  enterprize ;  he  was 
immovable  in  adhering  to  it,  allured  me, 
that  if  I  oppofed  his  admiffion  into  my 
own  fhip,  he  would  apply  to  the  officers 
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of  fome  other;  and,  in  fhort,  was  unalter- 
ably determined,  neither  to  return  home 
nor  abandon  his  original  defign.  We 
parted,  in  confequence  of  this  unavailing 
contention,  mutually  difcontented  with 
each  other;  but  with  a  promife,  however, 
of  meeting  again  the  next  day. 

"  Your  Ladyfhip  will  be  curious  to 
learn  how,  during  all  the  time  that  pre- 
ceded his  admiffion  on  board,  he  con- 
trived to  fupport  himfelf  to  procure  a 
lodging,  and  other  neceflaries.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  account  I  gathered  from  him 
upon  the  fubjeft. 

"  When  he  left  Delmington  Houfe, 
which  he  fays  was  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  carried  with  him  half- a- crown 
in  his  purfe,  two  fhirts  in  his  pocket,  a 
gold  watch,  and  a  pair  of  filver  buckles; 
the  watch  he  fold  as  well  as  the  buckles, 
on  the  fecond  day  of  his  elopement  j  and, 
for  both)  got  only  five  guineas.  *  I  knew,' 
laid  he,  '  the  rogues  cheated  me,  for  I 
had  often  heard  my  mother  fay  the  watch, 
which  was  the  gift  of  my  god-father,  was 
alone  worth  four  times  that  fum :  what 
could  1  do  however  ?  I  wanted  the  mo- 
ney, and  they  foon  difcovered  it;  fo,  for 

fear 
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fear  they  mould  make  a  ftill  better  bar- 
gain with  me,  and  offer  me  yet  lefs,  I  was 
glad  to  let  both  watch  and  buckles  go  for 
what  they  firft  offered.' 

"  On  his  arrival  at  the  port  we  are  now 
anchored  at,  he  immediately  changed  his 
coat  and  waiftcoat  for  a  common  fea-boy's 
jacket  and  trowfers.  The  money  he 
brought  with  him  has  lafted  ever  fmce  ; 
though,  I  believe  by  this  time,  it  is  very 
nearly  exhaufted. 

"  The  intelligence  your  T.adyfhip's  fe- 
cond  letter  enabled  me  ^to  communicate 
to  him,  when  next  we  met,  filled  him  with 
the  mod  extravagant  delight.  He  was 
received  the  fame  evening  on  board,  and 
is,  at  this  moment,  writing  to  his  brother 
at  my  fide. 

"  Your  Lady  Hi ip  may  be  perfectly  af- 
fured,  that  I  (hall  negleft  no  means  in  my 
power  to  render  the  voyage  eafy  and 
comfortable  to  him  ;  I  entreat  you  there- 
fore to  difcard  all  anxiety  on  his  account., 
and  to  believe  that  the  fame  attention  I 
fhould  pay  to  a  brother  of  my  own,  I  fhall 
always  be  happy  to  mew  him.  We  fhall 
equip  him  immediately  with  whatever  the 
Captain  may  think  neceffary  -}  and  are, 
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to  a  man,  extremely  rejoiced  to  have 
gained  fo  fpirited  and  chearful  a  compa- 
nion. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
"  Your  Ladyfhip's  moft  obliged, 
"   And  very  humble  Servant, 
"  William  Somerset," 

Enclofed  was  a  letter — 

TO  SIR  EDGAR  DELMINGTON,   BART. 
DEAR    EDGAR, 

"  I  dare  not  write  to  my  mother,  though 
I  long  to  do  it  too,  to  thank  her  for  what 
Mr.  Somerfet  tells  me  fhe  fays  about  me 
in  her  laft  letter  to  him.  I  fuppofe  you 
were  all  famoufly  aftonifhed  when  you 
firft  difcovered  I  was  gone  ?  What  did 
our  friend  Crab  fay  upon  the  fubje£t  ?  I 
hope  fhe  was  in  a  glorious  rage !  I  am 
forry  I  had  not  time  before  I  went  to  give 
her  fome  little  amicable  token  of  remem* 
brance! 

"  Love  to  Clarentine  and  my  fifters, 
Take  care  of  our  poney,  and  believe  me, 
dear  Edgar, 

*;  Your  affectionate  brother, 
"  Frederick  Delmington." 

«  P.  S, 
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»  P  S. — Mr.  Somerfetis  very  kind  to 
me — I  knew  he  would.  Our  Captain  is 
a  good  fort  of  a  man  enough," 

This  curious  epiftle,  all  fears  for  the 
fafety  of  the  .writer  being  at  an  end, 
amufed  the  little  family  extremely.  Edgar 
immediately  anfwered  it, , and  Harriet  and 
Sophia  each  wrote  a  few  words  in  the 
cover.  Lady  Delmington  the  fame  day 
fent  off  a  letter  filled  with  the  molt 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  young  So- 
merfet,  entreating  him  to  tranfmit  to  her 
an  exacl  account  of  all  the  expences  that 
would  be  incurred  for  her  ion,  and  to 
let  her  hear  from  him  as  often  as  pofli- 
ble. 

The  time  was  now  drawing  near  for 
Edgar's  departure,  •  Mrs.  Harrington  was 
to  fet  off  the  fame  morning,  and  might  in 
fome  meafure  be  faid,  by  the  joy  her  re- 
moval occafioned,  to  allay  the  concern 
felt  by  the  whole  family  on  account  of  the 
lofs  of  Edgar. 

The  day  before  he  fet  out,  Clarentine, 

of  late  unufually  grave  and  melancholy, 

felt  (till  more  than  ever  depreffed.     He 

had  fcarcely  fpoken  to,her5  with  any  de- 
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gree  of  cordiality,  for  near  a  month ;  and 
the  idea  of  his  leaving  home  in  fuch  a 
temper  of  mind,  diftreffed  her  beyond 
meafure.  Determined,  however,  not  to 
make  the  firft  advances,  fhe  fmothered 
her  concern,  and  ftruggled  to  appear  eafy 
and  contented. 

After  fupper,  and  when  the  whole  fa- 
mily  had  left  the  parlour,  Clarentine, 
while  fhe  was  undreffing  Emma,  who, 
that  night,  on  account  of  her  brother's 
departure,  had  been  allowed  to  fit  up  an 
hour  or  two  later  than  ufual,  recollected 
a  bird  fhe  had  left  hanging  out  in  his 
cage,  at  the  fchool-room  window,  and  as 
foon  as  the  child  was  in  bed,  haftened 
thither  to  take  it  in. 

On  opening  the  door  her  candle  blew 
•out,  and  fhe  expe&ed  to  have  been  left 
in  total  darknefs;  but  what  was  her  fur- 
prife  to  find  Edgar  there  before  her,  with 
a  light  he  had  himfelf  brought  ftanding 
near  a  defk  arranging  fome  papers ! 

They  both  ftarted  on  perceiving  each 
other;  and  Clarentine,  forgetting  her  er- 
rand, was,  for  a  moment,  tempted  to  turn 
back;  Edgar,  however,  prevented  her, 
and  by  afking  her  in  a  more  friendly  ac- 
cent 
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cent  than  fhe  expe&ed,  what  fhe  came 
for?  brought  her  to  her  recollection,  and 
determined  her  to  proceed. 

She  accordingly  went  towards  the  cafe- 
ment,  opened  it,  took  in  the  cage,  and 
after  hanging  it  up  in  its  ufual  place  was 
leaving  the  room  in  utter  filence,  when 
Edgar  again  flopped  her — 

"  Won't  you  light  your  candle,  Cla- 
rentine,"  faid  he,  "  before  you  go  ?" 

Clarentine  turned  back,  and  he  brought 
the  light  towards  her — they  then,  for  the 
firft  time  looked  in  each  other's  faces,  and 
Edgar  faw  that  her's  was  bathed  in  tears! 

All  the  tenderefl;  emotions  of  his  heart 
were  awakened  at  this  fight;  he  took  her 
paffive  hand,  and  drawing  her  gently  to- 
wards him,  faid  in  a  voice  that  was  kind- 
nefs  itfelf — 

"  Why,  my  Clarentine,  are  we  no 
longer  the  friends  we  ufed  to  be?  Why 
were  we  going  to  part  with  fo  much  cold- 
nefs?" 

"  Alas!"  cried  Clarentine,  "  I  ought 
to  afk  that  of  you ,  Edgar !"  t, 

"  Well,"  cried  he,  taking  the  candle 
from  her,  "  come  back,  and  let  us  have! 
a  few  minutes  converfation." 

hi 
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As  he  fpoke,  he  led  her  towards  the 
table,  and  they  both  fat  down. 

The  explanation  fo  long,  and  fo  vainly 
defired  by  Clarentine,  then  took  place. 
Edgar  communicated  to  her  his  fears  re- 
fpefting  Frederick  Somerfet,  reminded 
her  of  the  firmnefs  with  which  on  the 
night  of  the  ball  me  had  refufed  to  come 
down  till  Somerfet  interfered;  afked  her 
how  fhe  could,  after  engaging  herfelf  to 
dance  with  him,  ftand  up  with  another  the 
whole  evening  ?  and,  in  fhort,  recapitu- 
lated frankly  and  honeftly  every  circum- 
ftance  that  had  given  him  alarm,  and 
befought  her,  if  fhe  could,  at  once  to  ex- 
culpate herfelf. 

Clarentine  flattered  herfelf  this  would 
be  no  difficult  tafk.  Her  heart  was  fo 
pure,  her  intentions  fo  innocent ;  fhe  was 
fo  remote  from  any  wifh  of  concealment, 
or  any  fufpicion  of  the  real  nature  of 
Edgar's  jealoufy,  that,  joy  to  find  his  late 
coldnefs  originated  not  from  more  ferious 
caufes  obliterated  the  remembrance  of  all 
,his  pafl  injuflice. 

"  My  dear  Edgar,"  cried  fhe,  "  you 
Jittle  know  my  heart,  if  you  imagine,  that 
^hen  I  appeared  to  give  way  to  Mr.  So- 
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mer,fet's  felicitations  with  greater  readifiefs 
than  I  did  to  your's,  I  meant  to  fhew  him 
any  marked  preference,  or  regard.  I 
confider  you  both  as  my  brothers,  my  belt 
friends  ;  but  to  him,  as  being  my  eldefi 
brother — as  being  totally  beyond  the 
reach  of  Mrs.  Harrington's  ill-humour,  I 
more  quietly  fubmitted,  becaufe  I  forefaw 
lefs  reafon  to  fuppofe  he  could  be  re- 
proached for  the  kindnefs  he  mewed  me. 
Never,  therefore,  again,  dear  Edgar,  re- 
fent  the  fifterly  aflfeclion  I  feel  fo  much 
pleafure  in  letting  Mr.  Somerfet  perceive 
I  have  for  him.  He  has  merited  it  by  fo 
many  a6ls  of  friendfhip,  by  fb  much  bene- 
volence and  goodnefs,  that  I  fhouid  hate 
my/elf,  and  by  no  means  have  a  better  opi- 
nion of  you,  if  you  could  ftill  love  me, 
were  I  not  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  oc- 
cafions,  to  treat  him  with  the  attention  and 
gratitude  that  are  his  due." 

Edgar,  incapable  of  defining  the  mixed 
fenfation  of  approbation  and  envy,  excited 
by  this  fpeech,  afhamed  to  fuffer  the  latter 
to  appear,  and  yet  too  cruelly  opprefled 
to  be  capable  of  giving  utterance  to  the 
former,  hung  his  head  in  filent  dejeflion, 
aflented  tacitly  to  the  hope  ftie  exprefled 

that 
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that  they  were  now  perfectly  reconciled; 
and  the  next  moment  fuffered  her,  after 
bidding  him  good-night,  with  all  her 
wonted  cordiality,  to  quit  the  room,  with- 
out attempting  to  detain  her, 

The  next  morning,  at  fix  o'clock,  he 
fet  off,  leaving  Clarentine,  guiltlefs  of  a 
thought  to  his  difadyantage,  firmly  per- 
fuaded  fhe  had  fucceeded  in   eradicating 
from  his  breaft  every  fhadow  of  animofity, 
and  confequently  difpofed  again  to  be  the 
gayeft  and  happieft  creature  in  the  houfe. 
Lady  Delmington,  ignorant  of  the  caufe 
of  this   fudden   alteration,    attributed   it 
folely  to    the   departure   of   Edgar,  and 
fondly  flattered  herfelf  his  late  coldnefs 
to  her  had  effe&ually  damped  an  attach- 
ment fhe   had  begun  to  obferve  with  fo 
much   diftruft.      Pleafed  with   this   idea, 
though  by  no  means  defirous  their  mutual 
indifference    mould  amount   to   abfolute 
diflike,  (he  redoubled  all  her  kindnefs  to 
Clarentine   in   fecret  atonement   for   the 
wrong  fhe  had  done  her,  in  feeking  to 
alienate  from  her  the  heart  of  her  fon. 

Mrs.  Harrington  rejoicing  that,  at  lead 
for  the  prefent,  all  danger  was  precluded 
by  the.temporary  reparation  of  the  fufped- 

ed 
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ed  lovers,  left  Delmington  Hoiife  in  a  far 
more  tranquil  ftate  of  mind  than  fhe  had 
enjoyed  during  her  whole  vifit.  The  fa- 
mily faw  her  depart  with  pleafure,  and 
all  refumed  its  former  ferenity  and  calm- 
nefs. 


CHAP.    VIIL 

NEAR  two  years  had  elapfed,  unmarked 
by  any  ftriking  incident,  and  undifturbed 
by  any  domeftic  evil.  Lady  Delmington 
refigned  to  the  deprivation  of  her  young- 
eft  fon,  felt  all  her  tendernefs  encreafed 
for  the  eldeft,  whofe  early  talents,  and 
many  excellencies  of  heart  and  under- 
ftanding,  feemedto  juftify  her  utmoft  par- 
tiality, and  to  promife  the  fulleft  realiza- 
tion of  her  mod  fanguine  hopes. 

The  diffention,  however,  fhe  had  fuc- 
ceeded  for  a  time  in  exciting  between  him 
and  Clarentine  he  had  never  forgotten, 
and  quick-fighted  as  to  her  real  motives, 
had  likewife  learned,  but  too  well,  to  un- 
derftand.    He  perceived  clearly  what  were 

her 
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her  fears,  and  confcious  of  their  jufticef 
fought  by  every  method  in  his  power  to 
check  their  progrefs,  and  miflead  her 
penetration. 

Whenever,  in  her  prefence,  therefore 
Clarentine  and  he  were  together,  he  com- 
pelled himfelf  to  treat  her  with  as  much 
neglecl,  as  when  they  were  alone  he 
evinced  attention  and  kindnefs ;  feldom 
fpoke  to  her;  never,  when  fhe  was  abfent, 
fpoke  of  her;  and  fo  completely  lulled  his 
mother's  apprehenfions,  that  fhe  almofl 
began  to  wonder  how  fhe  could  ever  en> 
tertain  any. 

Clarentine,  inexperienced  and  artlefs, 
was  long  before  fhe  obferved,  and  when 
fhe  did  obferve,  utterly  incapable  of  com- 
prehending the  reafons  of  thefe  fudden 
viciffitudes  of  temper  One  hour  all 
warmth,  all  animation,  he  converfed  with 
an  eafe,  a  gaiety  that  delighted  her;  the 
next,  if  his  mother  appeared,  he  became 
negligent  and  carelefs,  abfent  whenfpoken 
to,  guarded  in  his  looks,  grave,  referved, 
and  fpiritlefs. 

Struck  at  length,  by  the  fingularity  of 
this  behaviour,  Clarentine  one  day,  half 

laughing, 


CLARENTINE.  9! 

laughing,  queftioned  him  upon   the  fub- 


jeft- 


"  Are  you  not,"  Cried  fhe,  "  the  moft 
capricious  of  human  beings,  Edgar? — 
You  are  never  the  fame  two  hours  to- 
gether, but  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  chear- 
ful  converfatibn  often  affume,  from  one 
minute  to  another,  the  moft  diftant  and 
aftonifhing  folemnity  I  ever  beheld. 
What  can  be  the  reafon  ?" 

"  My  deareft  Clarentine,"  anfwered 
he,  "  I  do  not  at  prefent  wijh  you  to  un- 
derftand  the  motives  of  my  conduct,  inno- 
cent and  juftifiable  as  they  are.  This, 
however,  I  am  anxious  you  mould  be- 
lieve; that  I  am  influenced  in  what  I  do 
neither  by  caprice  nor  chance,  but  by 
reafons  the  moft  indifpenfible.  Afk  me 
for  no  further  explanation ;  but  truft  to 
the  purity  of  my  intentions,  and  com- 
municate your  furprize  upon  this  fubje6t 
to  no  one  elfe." 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  autumn 
Frederick  returned  to  England,  and  with 
his  friend  Somerfet,  haftened  to  Delming- 
ton  Houfe.  Their  arrival  was  hailed  as 
a  fignal  for  feftivity  throughout  every 
part  of  the  family  j  -a  ball  was  given  on 

the 
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the  occafion;  a  quantity  of  beer  dif- 
tributed  among  the  fervants  and  neigh- 
bouring peafantry ;  and  to  compleat  the 
general  fatisfa&ion,  three  entire  holydays 
granted  the  children,  during  which  no 
mafters  came,  no  leflbns  were  given,  no 
talks  impofed  ! 

By  indulgencies  fuch  as  thefe,  by  a  re- 
ception the  moft  tender  and  affe&ionate, 
and  by  every  amufement  it  was  in  her 
power  to  procure  him?  Lady  Delming- 
ton  flattered  herfelf  fhe  fhould  wean  the 
heart  of  her  fon  from  a  profeffion  he  had, 
fo  infinitely  againft  her  choice,  embraced 
— attach  him  once  again  to  his  native 
home,  and  infpire  him  with  a  lading 
diflike  to  his  late  way  of  life.  But  this 
fhe  foon  found  it  was  hopelefs  to  expect. 
The  firft  three  or  four  days  of  his  return 
elapfed — the  firft  tranfports  excited  by 
the  fight  of  his  family  abated,  he  became 
reftlefs,  difcontented  and  impatient;  made 
eternal  comparifons  between  the  languid 
uniformity  of  his  prefent  fituation,  and 
the  fpirit,  buftle,  and  animation  that 
reigned  on  board  a  man  of  war;  protefted 
he  knew  not  how  to  employ  a  fingle  hour 
of  his  time ;  hated  the  dead-calm  of  every 

thing 
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tiling  around  him ;  and  longed  for  no- 
thing fo  much  as  to  be  reftored  to  his 
ihip,  his  mefs-mates,  and  his  forecaftle 
jokes. 

Far  different  were  the  fentiments  of 
young  Somerfet.  Though  partial  to  his 
profeflion,  becaufe  well  verfcd  in  its  duties 
and  perfuaded  of  its  utility,  though  full 
of  courage,  jealous  of  the  honour  of  his 
country,  and  zealous  in  its  defence  in 
time  of  actual  fervice,  he  was  yet  not  fo 
wholly  bigotted  to  the  charms  of  a  failor's 
life  as  to  be  infenfible  to  the  pleafure  of 
a  temporary  change,  or  incapable  of  en- 
joying the  elegancies  of  polifhed  fociety. 
Naturally  fond  of  literature,  and  guided 
in  his  choice  of  books  by  tafte  and  dif- 
cernment,  he  loved  ftudy,  and  was  in- 
defatigable in  the  fearch  of  knowledge. 
Whoever  would  join  with  him  in  this  pur- 
fuit,  he  fought  after,  and  courted;  de- 
lighted in  focial  converfation;  and  never 
experienced  fuch  perfect  fatisfaclion,  as 
when  reading  fome  interefting  work,  by 
the  fire-fide  on  a  winter  evening,  with  a 
chearful  family  circle  around  him.  The 
fecurity  he  then  enjoyed  recompenfed 
.him  "for  the  dangers   he  had  paffed;" 

and 
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and  as  the  loud  blafts  howled  without  the 
houfe  and  he 

"  Sat  at  the  focial  fire,  and  happy  heard 
"  The  excluded  tempeft  idly  rave  along."* 

he  hugged  himfelf  in  his  prefent  fafetyj 
and  grieved  for  all,  who  were  expofed  to 
their  fury. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  to  the  deep 
regret  of  Frederick,  and  the  general  con- 
cern of  the  whole  family,  he  was  fum- 
moned  to  town  by  his  father,  and  obliged 
to  terminate  his  vi'fit.  He  took  an  op- 
portunity, however,  before  he  went,  of 
privately  interrogating  Clarentine. 

"  Have'you,"  faid  he,  "  as  much  rea- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied  with  your  fituation  as 
when  I  was  here  laft?  Does  Lady  Delming- 
tonftill  continue  kind  to  you?  Are  her  chil- 
dren affe&ionate  ?  Tell  me,  my  Clarentine; 
and  be  not  afraid  to  own  to  me  the  truth." 

"  Indeed"  faid  Clarentine,  "  I  have 
no  caufe,  fince  I  can  but  repeat  what  I 
have  already  told  you ;  that  I  am  perfectly 
happy ;  truly  grateful,  and  defirous  of  no- 
thing fo  much  as  to  remain  always  as  I  am." 

Then  requefting  him  to  wait  for  her  a 
moment,  fhe  went  up  to  her  room,  and 

*  Thompfon. 
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brought  down  the  pocket-book,  he  had 
two  years  before  given  her — 

'•  There,"  cried  fhe,  prefenting  it  to 
him,  *'  take  that  back,  Mr.  Somerfet;  I 
know  not  exa&lv  its  contents,  for  I  never 
could  bring  myfelf,  recollecting  for  what 
purpofe  it  was  beftowed,  to  look  at  it 
without  fhuddering  ;  but  that  it  is  of  value 
I  have  no  doubt.  Be  that  as  it  will, 
however,  I  entreat  you  will  take  it  back. 
It  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  to  re- 
tain it  now,  convinced  as  I  am,  I  never 
(hall  have  occafion  to  put  it  to  the  ufe  in- 
tended. I  truft  implicitly  in  Lady  Del- 
mington's  affe&ion,  and  think  I  mould  be 
a  hateful  wretch  fecretly  to  hoard  with 
fufpicious  ingratitude  the  means  of  quit- 
ting her,  at  the  very  time  fhe  is  moft  ge- 
neroufly  loading  me  with  favours,  and 
fupporting  me  by  her  bounty. 

';  Dear,  and  amiable  girl !"  cried  So- 
merfet, ftruck  with  admiration  at  this  dif- 
interefted  fpeech — '*  fuch  perfcft  con- 
fidence in  Lady  Delmington  does  honour 
to  your  excellent  heart,  and  will,  I  hope, 
be  nobly  rewarded !  Still,  however,  re- 
tain the  pocket-book,  if  not  for  the  ufe 

originally 
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originally  defigned,  at  leaft,  for  any  other 

you  may  like  to  put  it  to.". 

They  then  feparated,  and  the  follow- 
ing day  Somerfet  went  up  to  London. 


CHAP.      IX. 


SOME  weeks  after,  Lady  Delmington 
received  a  very  extraordinary  vifit  from  a 
near  neighbour  of  hers,  the  Earl  of  Wel- 
wyn,  a  man  of  the  moft  refpeftable  cha. 
rafter,  but  of  a  retired,  ihy  difpofition, 
who,  though  he  had  been  fettled  fome 
years  in  the  country,  had  fcarcely  vifited 
any  other  family,  or  admitted  any  other 
guefts  than  herfelf  and  her  children. 

He  brought  with  him  his  daughter, 
Lady  Julia  Leyburne,  a  very  pretty,  de- 
licate girl,  not  yet  fifteen.  When  the 
firft  compliments  were  over,  and  they 
had  taken  their  feats,  he  made  known  the 
purport  of  his  vifit. 

He  had  a  fon,  he  faid,  who  was  then  at 
Oxford,    in  a   very    declining    ftate  of 

health, 
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health,  owing  it  was  apprehended  to  the 
wonderful  rapidity  of  his  growth,  united 
to  a  delicacy  of  conflitution,  that  ren- 
dered it  advifeable,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  beft  phyficians,  to  fend 
him,  as  the  winter  was  approaching,  to  a 
warmer  climate.  Unwilling,  at  fo  early 
an  age,  to  commit  him  wholly  to  his  own 
guidance,  and  not  pofiefling  any  connec- 
tions abroad  to  whom  he  could,  with  im- 
plicit confidence,  entruft  him,  his  Lord- 
fhip  added,  that  he  was  determined  to 
accompany  him  to  Lifbon  in  perfon. 

"  Now,  Madam,"  continued  he,  with  a 
good-humoured  fmile,  "  while  I  am  per- 
forming my  duty  towards  one  of  my  chil- 
dren, I  leave  another,  who  is  equally  dear 
to  me,  unprotected,  helplefs,  and  inex- 
perienced. She  has  no  mother,  no  female 
relations  whofe  habits  and  way  of  fife  I 
yet  wilh  her  to  be  inured  to,  no  gover- 
nefs  1  can  wholly  confide  in,  but  ftands 
there,  a  poor  deferted  little  being,  de- 
pendant upon  your  benevolence  for  that 
care  and  attention,  her  age  ftill  demands." 
Lady  Delmington  looked  extremely 
furprized;  his  Lordfhip  however,  without 
giving  her  time  to  fpeak,  went  on — 
vol.  1  F  «  I  have 
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"  I  have  witneffed  the  effects,  andlong 
fecretly  applauded  the  excellence,  of  your 
maternal  character,      Asa  wife  your  con 
duct  was  exemplary — as  a  mother  it  ex- 
ceeds all    praife.     Now  whether  my  ad- 
miration will  appear  to  your  Ladyfhip  of 
any  value,  when  you  ^hear  to  how  bold  a 
requeft  it  prompts  me,  is  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined j  a  higher  proof  of  its    fincerity, 
however,  I  could  not  give,  and  my  mo- 
tive will  at  all    events,  with  fo  good  a 
mother,  plead  my  excufe.  Your  children," 
continued  he,  "  the  moft  lovely,  the  moll 
promifing    I    ever    beheld ;    your    wife 
fyftem  of  domeftic   education;  your  re- 
tired manner  of  living,  all  confpire  to  ex- 
cite in  me  the  moft  ardent  de.fir.e,  during 
my  uncertain    abfence,    to    intrude   my 
daughter  into  your  family.     Could  you, 
I„ady  Delmington,  to   oblige  an  anxious 
father,  could  you  generoufly  undertake 
fuch  a  charge  ?  Could  you,  relieving  me 
from  the  painful  neceffity  of  placing  hexia 
a  fchool,    burden  yourfelf  with  fuch  an 
incumbrance    a   few  fhort  months  ?   She 
is  mild,  docile,  and  tractable ;  has  beea 
ufed  to  proper  controul;    is  of   a   very 
affectionate     nature,     and    would     foon 
learn    to    love     you    as     her    mother, 

your 
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your  children  as  her  fillers.  What  they 
are  taught,  I  would  wifh  the  fame  mailers 
to  continue  teaching  her ;  what  rules  they 
are-prefcribed,  I  would  wifh  her  to  follow. 
Their/chool  hours,  their  morning  tajks,  let 
her  conform  to  them  ail.  Make  h.er  in 
every  refpefit  your  own  child,  and  treat 
her,  while  (he  merits  it,  with  the  fame 
tendernefs  a  mother  feels.  Here  fhe 
(lands,  look  at  her  well,  and  let  her  youth, 
her  innocence,  plead  for  her." 

Lady  Delmingcon,  won  by  the  charac- 
terise franknefs,  the  paternal  folicitude 
of  this  fpeech,  found  all  her  riling  ob- 
jections give  way  to  its  blunt,  but  affect- 
ing earneltnefs.  She  rofe  up,  and  ring- 
ing the  bell,  faid,  "  Let  me  at  once,  my 
Lord,  put  an  end  to  your  anxiety  on  this 
fubjeel,  by  afluring  you  that,  feeling  my- 
ielf  highly  honoured  by  fo  diflinguifhed  a 
mark  of  your  good  opinion,  I  mod  readily 
accept  the  precious  truft  you  confign 
to  me,  and  from  this  moment  look  upon 
your  daughter  as  my  eftablilhed  inmate." 

"Heaven  blefs  you!  dear  Madam," 
cried  the  enraptured  father,  feizing  her 
hand,  "  you  have  given  me  new  life,  given 
me  happinefs  unfpeakable !  Julia,"   con- 
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tinued  he,  turning  to  his  daughter,  t;  ap. 
proach  and  thank  your  benevolent  pro- 
te&refs." 

The  lovely  girl  timidly  advanced,  and 
ftammered  out  her  grateful  acknowledge- 
ments; whilft  Lady  Delmington,  affec- 
tionately embracing  her,  ordered  the 
fervantwhonow  entered  to  call  her  chil- 
dren. 

In  a  few  moments  the  door  opened,  and 
the  Mifs  Delmingto.ns,  Clarentine,  and 
Fredeiick,  whom  curiofity  brought  with 
them,  entered  the  room. 

Lord  Welwyn,  taking  his  daughter  by 
the  hand,  led  her  towards  them — 

"  I  have  brought  you,"  faid  he  "  my 
dear  young  ladies,  a  new  filler,  a  play- 
mate, whom  I  hope  you  will  love  as  much 
as  fhe  is  already  difpofed  to'  love  you. 
Your  excellent  mother  has  confented  to 
her  admiflion,  and  in  a  few  days  I  mail 
leave  her,  fearlefs  and  happy,  among  you." 

The  girls,  enchanted  by  this  fpeech,  all 
gathered  round  their  promifed  companion, 
with  looks  of  mixed  pleafure  and  fur- 
prize  ;  and  whilft  each  attempted  to  ex- 
prefs  in  her  own  way  the  fatisfa£Hon  that*; 
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lhefelt,  Lady  Delmington  turned  to  Lord 
Welwyn,  and  faid, 

"  When  may  we  flatter  ourfelves,  my 
Lord,  you  will  permit  >our  daughter  to 
come  to  us  :" 

"  I  cannot  part  with  her"  anfwered  he, 
11  till  I  let  out  for  Oxford,  to  join  my  fon, 
which  will  not  be  till  towards  fhe  end  of 
the  week." 

"  On  Friday,  or  Saturday  next,  then," 
faid  Lady  Delmington,  "  we  may  expecL 
her  ?" 

The  laft  mentioned,  day  being  fixed 
upon,  his  Lordfhip  foon  after,  all  grati- 
tude and  delight,  took  his  leave. 

The  rapidjty  with  which  this  arrange- 
ment had  been  made,  thou.gh  upon  re- 
ileclion  it  appeared  to  Lady  Delmington 
aflonifhing,  was  calculated  at  the  fame 
time  to  rejoice  and  flatter  her  extremely 
It  evinced  in  Lord  Welwyn  fuch  an  un- 
bounded reliance  in  her  principles  and 
character — promifed  fuch  a  valuable  con- 
nexion to  her  children,  and  elated  her 
with  fuch  hopes  of  patronage  for  Fre- 
derick, that  fhe  wels  led  to  hail  the  pad 
hour  as  one- of  the  moft  fortunate  of  her 
life.     All   fhe  feared,  and  the   firfl  idea 

F  3  that 
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that  ftarted  into  her  mind  on  hearing the 
propofal,  was,  that  Lady  Julia  Leyburne, 
accuftomed  from  her  infancy  to  fo  much 
fplendour,  and  in  her  father  s  houfe  tafo 
much  affluence,  ihould  teach  her  children 
to  lament  their  own  inferiority,  to  defpife 
the  plain  and  fimple  habits  they  had  been 
brought  up  in,  and  to  pant  after  luxuries 
and  indulgencies  unfit  for  the  mediocrity 
of  their  fortunes.  This  dread,  however, 
was  in  fome  meafure  removed  by  the  un- 
limited authority  Lord  Welwyri  had  given 
her  over  his  daughter,  an  authority  which, 
in  cafe  ofneceflity,  {he  was  refolutely  de- 
termined to  exert. 

A  room,  the  moft  chearful  and  pleafant 
in  the  houfe,  was  prepared  for  the  ex- 
pected vifitor,  and  a  bed  put  up  in  a  light 
clofet  next  it  for  her  maid.  No  attention 
was  fpared  in  rendering  this  apartment 
convenient — and'  at  the  appointed  time 
it  was  ready  to  receive  its  deftined  inha- 
bitant. 

Lord  Welwyn  when  the  day  arrived 
brought  her  bimfelf  to  the  houfe;  fat 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  with  Lady 
Delmington  to  give  the  fervants  time  to 
take  her  things  out  of  the  carriage;  then 

tenderly 
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tenderly  embracing,  and  recbmmending. 
her  moll  anxioufty  to  the  whole  family,  he 
departed,    and  purfued'  his  road  to  Ox- 
ford. 

Thefir-ft  twodays  of  he*  removal,  Lady 
Julia,  though  fhe  appeared  perfectly  fatis- 
fied  with  her  new  abode,  and  extremely 
thankful  for  every  attention  me  received, 
was  grave  and  filent.  By  degrees,  how- 
ever, her  fpirits,  never  very  high,  regained 
their  ui'ual  tone,  and  if  Die  was  not  gay,- 
fhe  at  leaft  was  placid  and  contented. 

Clarentine,  who  fmce  her  explanation' 
with  Edgar  had  been  all  animation  and 
vivacity — whofe  difpofition,  when  un- 
clouded by  the  accidental  and  temporary 
diftreffes  infeparable  from  her  fituation, 
was  always  eafy,  ferene  and  chearful ; 
Glarentine  faw  not  without  extreme  fur- 
prize  in  a  young  perfon,  within  a  few 
months,  exadly  her  own  age,  fo  much 
her  fuperior  in  birth  and  expectations,  and 
fo  lavifhlyendowed  by  nature  with  every 
charm  that  could  attach  and  pleafe,  fuch 
a  total  indifference  to  thofe  advantages, 
and  fuch  an  incapacity  to  enjoy  them  with 
the  fpirit  and  gratitude  they  ought  to  in- 
fpire.    Gentle,  tender,  and  diffidentj  there 
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"was  yet  a  languid  fupinenefs  about  her  that 
rendered  her  lifelefsand  infipid.    Devoid 
of  that  fportive  activity,  that  playful  care- 
lefsnefs  of  temper  fo  natural  to  youth,  (he 
forefaw   danger,   difficulty,     or   trouble, 
in  every  thing  (lie  undertook;  hefitated 
whether  to  quit  her  feat,  fet  out  on  a  walk, 
or  run  the   flighted   rifk  of  fatigue,'  till, 
wearied   herfelf  of  being    folicited,  and> 
completely  wearifome  to  every  body  elfe 
—in  fhort,  was  flow  to  a  degree  that  was 
absolutely  tormenting  in  all  fhe  did,  and 
quick  in  nothing  but  in  difcovering,  or 
fancying  fhe  difcovered,  coldnefs  in  the 
looks  or  voice  of  thofefhe  loved.   Fears, 
filent  lamentations,  fighs,  and  an  air  of 
mifery    at  once  the  mod  profound  and 
the  moft  unaccountable,  fucceeded  to  thefe 
fancied  flights  j  for  a  time  fhe  abandoned 
herfelf  to    the    deepeft    defpondency — 
grieved  bitterly  over  her  own  fate;  and 
only  fhook  off  the  gloom  that  preyed  upon 
her  -fpirits,    by   efforts  the   moft  painful, 
and  ftruggles  the  moft  inceffant. 

To  counterbalance  thefe  little  foibles, 
however,  which  reafon  and  experienceit 
was  believed  would  effectually  eradicate, 
ihe  had  many  real  excellencies,  and  among 

the 
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the  reft,  her  flrong  attachment,  her  vene- 
ration for  her  father  was  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous.  Next  to  him,  fhe  foon,  as  he 
had  predicted,  learnt  to  reverence  and 
love  Lady  Delmington.  For  her  daugh- 
ters, Harriet  in  .particular,  fhe  felt  no- 
thing but  indifference  :  they  had  not  any- 
thing fiifficiently  ftriking  in  their  charac- 
ters to  touch  a!  heart  fo  flow  to  imbibe 
affe&ion,  though  fo  warm,  fo  fincere,  fo 
entirely  devoted,  when  once  attached. 
Great,  or  very  amiable  qualities  could 
alone  excite  her  attention — animate  her 
into  refpeft — or  furprize  her  into  admira- 
tion. Lady  Delmington  appeared  to  her 
to  poflefs  the  former;  fhe  therefore 
obeyed  her  with  deference,  and  confulted 
her  with  humility:  Clarcntine-j  me  thought, 
poffeffed  the  latter;  fhe  therefore  loved, 
courted,  and  diftinguifhed  her  with  un- 
bounded partiality  :  fpent  the  greateft 
part  of  her  time  in  her  room,  or  in  walk- 
ing with  her  over  the  grounds  :  wondered 
at  her  conflant  activity,  and  almoft  en- 
vied her  unobtrufive  gaiety. 

Clarentine  on  her  part,  interefted  by 

the  mild  virtues  of  her  new  friend,  yet 

pitying  the  liftlefs  indolence  that  fo  un- 

F  5  happily 
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happily  enfeebled  thofe  virtues,  endea* 
voured  by  every  art,  every  effort,  to  in- 
fufe  into  her  mind  greater  energy  and 
vigour.  Neither  gentle  remonftrances, 
example  nor  entreaties  were  left  untried; 
now  gaily,  now  ferioufly,  fhe  re'afoned 
with  her  upon  her  total  want  of  firmnefs, 
her  inattention  and.  fpiritlefs  indifference 
concerning  every  thing  that  required 
real  application;  and-at  length  awakened 
her  to  a  fenfation  bordering  upon  emula- 
tion ;  fucceeded  by  repeated  folicitations 
in  prevailing  upon  her,  rather  than  be 
always  dependant  upon  others,  fometimes 
to  aiTift  herfelf;  and  convinced  her  of  the 
neceffity,  if  fhe  wifhed  to  be  happy,  of 
employing  her  time,  if  not  ufefully,  at 
leaft  rationally. 

Four  months  fpent  in  daily  obferving 
thefe  leflbns  put  in  practice  by  her  young 
and  lovely  monitrefs,had  a  moft  aftonifh- 
ing  effe£t  upon  Lady  Julia,  and  almoft 
compleated  her  reformation.  Happier 
than  fhe  had  ever  been  in  her  life,  occu- 
pied in  acquiring  talents,  and  in  obtain- 
ing information,  her  attachment  to  Claren- 
tine  feemed  hourly  to  encreafe,  her  own 

improvement 


CLARE  NTIN'E.  lOJ 

Improvement  to  advance,    and  her  un- 
derstanding to  enlarge.  * 


CHAP      X. 

ABOUT  this  time  Frederick  Delmington 
was  fummoned  to  Portfmouth  again  to 
embark  with  his  friend  Somerfet.  Re- 
joiced by  fuch  a  call,  though  concerned  ' 
by  the  affliction  it  feemed  to  give  his 
family,  half  melancholy  and  half  de- 
lighted, he  bade  adieu  to  his  mother  and 
filters,  forgot  not  to  recommend  to  them 
\\\sponeyr  and  at  an  early  hour  fat  out  oa 
his  journey 

He  was  replaced  within  a  week  by  his 
brother,  whofe  holidays  were  now  com- 
menced, and  whofe  return  was  hailed  with 
the  ufual  fatisfa&ion. 

Lady  Julia  had  never  feen  him,  and 
notwithstanding  the  praifes  fhe  had  heard 
bellowed  on  him,  almoft  dreaded  his  ar- 
rival, fo  infinitely  had  fhe  been  diftreffed 
by  Frederick's  boifterous  gaiety,  and  fo 
F  6  greatly 
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greatly  did  me  apprehend  a  repetition  of 
the  fame  fcenes.* 

His  firft  appearance  however  inftantly 
difpelled  all  her  fears,  and  left  her  only 
fenfible  to  feelings  of  admiration  and  fur- 
prife.      \ 

Sir  Edgar  Delmington,  now  turned  of 
nineteen,  tall,  manly,  and  elegant,  united 
to  a  face,  glowing  with  fenfibility  and 
good-humour,  an  eafe  and  even  dignity 
of  manners  and  addrefs,  rarely,  at  any 
age,  to  be  excelled.  Confcious  of  no 
fuperiority,  or  if  confcious,  diligent  in 
concealing  it,  his  converfation  was  as 
pleafmg  as  his  form;  animated  without 
turbulence,  fenfible  without  conceit,  and 
gentle  without  effeminacy. 

The  little  graceful  figure  of  Lady  Julia, 
her  foft  and  intereliing  countenance, 
feemed,  from  the  moment  of  his  intro- 
duction to  her,  to  charm  him  extremely. 
He  congratulated  his  mother  upon  hav- 
ing obtained  fuch  an  acquifition  to  her 
family,  and  evidently  addreffed  himfelf 
mors  willingly,  and  alfo  more  frequently 
to  her,  than  to  a  mere  ftranger,  he  had 
ever  been  known  to  do  before. 

At  dinner,  however;  the  object  of  his 

attention 
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attention  was  wholly  changed.  Claren- 
tine,  who  when  he  arrived  was  out  with 
Emma,  then  firft  entered  the  room,  her 
cheeks  tinged  with  the  united  glow  of 
exercife  and  pleafure,  her  fijie  eyes 
fparkling  with  undiffembled  joy,  and  her 
ready  hand  eagerly  extended  to  welcome 
home  with  fmiles  of  cordial  fatisfa&ion 
her  long  abfent  favorite.  Fortunately 
for  Edgar,  Lady  Delmington,  not  yet 
defcended  into  the  dining  parlour,  ef- 
caped  being  witnefs  to  their  firft  meeting ; 
had  fhe  beheld  it,  his  countenance  would 
infallibly  have  betrayed  him,  fince,  moft 
evidently  imprinted  on  it,  for  a  moment, 
were  all  the  affectionate  emotions  of  his 
"heart,  the  tranfport  with  which  he  again 
furveyed  her,  and  the  admiration  with 
which  he  viewed  her  improvement  in 
beauty  and  in  ftature. 

The  caution,  however,  he  had  obferved 
when  at  home  before,  he  ftill  after  this 
interview  refolutely,  and  as  if  uponfyftem 
adhered  to.  The  prefence  of  Lady  Julia 
facilitated  to  him  the' performance  of  this 
talk,  as  me  and  Clarentine  were  infepara- 
ble  companions,  and  therefore  effeftually 
relieved   him  from  all   apprehenfion  of 

a  ever 
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ever  being  furprized  a  moment  by  his 
mother  alone  with  the  latter. 

The  walks,  the  amufements,  the  con- 
verfations  of  the  two  young  friends  now 
became  more  pleafing  than  ever :  Edgar 
was  continually  of  their  parties;  divided 
his  attention  equally  between  them,  and 
to  all  appearance  divided,  li-kewife  his  re- 
gard. 

A  melancholy  event  occurred-  about 
this  time,  which  heightened  the  intereft 
felt  by  the  whole  family  for  their  amiable 
inmate.  "  Accounts  arrived  from  Lord 
Welwyn  of  the  death  of  his  fon  at  Naples, 
and  Julia,  tenderly  attached  to  her  bro- 
ther, heard  the  intelligence,  though  com- 
jinunicated  in  the  molt  cautious  manner, 
with  a  degree  of  affliction,  that  almoft 
overwhelmed  her. 

,  Lady  Delmington,  condemning,  as  ir- 
rational, an  excefsof  forrow  me  yet  could 
not  but  companionate ;  and  believing  that 
when  this  firft  paroxyfm  of  grief  was 
paft,  the  helpLefs  little  fufferer  would 
gladly  feek  a  refuge  from  her  own  melan- 
choly thoughts  in  the  fympathy  of  her 
friends,  forbore  aggravating  her  diftrefs, 
by  auftere  remonftrances,  or  an  unfeel- 
i  ing 
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ing  exertion  of  her  authority,  and  pa- 
tiently awaited  the  moment  when  refigna- 
tion  would  take  the  place  of  defpair,  and 
her  heart  would  be  open  to  the  Toothings 
of  kindnefs,,and  the  voice  of  confolation. 
Clarentine,  who  in  fenfibility  was  Lady 
Julia's  equal,  but  in  underftanding  in- 
finitely her  fuperior,  was  too  generous  to 
take  offence  at  being  for  fome  days,  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  the  family.,  ex- 
cluded her  apartment y  and,  too  af- 
fectionate, though  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances  certain  fhe  fhould  have  fhewn 
more  fortitude,  to  mingle  any  reproaches 
with  the  tears  and  careffes  that  attended 
their  firft  meeting. 

A  fadnefs,  a  deje&ionihe  attemptednot 
even  to  conquer  or  conceal,  now  took 
entire  pofieffion  of  Lady  Julia's  mind. 
She  fatigued  no  one  with  complaints,  but 
her  countenance  loll  all  traces  of  that 
animation  fhe  had  been  fo  long  acquiring; 
chearlefs,  filent,  and  incapable  of  exert- 
ing the  flighted  degree  of  felf-controul, 
flie  wandered,  as  Lady  Delmington  termed 
it,  with  rejilefs  inactivity  about  the  houfe, 
a  defolate,  unfocial  being,  unfit  for  con- 
verfation,  and  unwilling  to  be  amufed. 

Clarentine 
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Clarentine  at  length,  difcouraged  from 
making  any  further  efforts  to  remove  her 
depreffion,  reluctantly  gave  up  the  at- 
tempt; watched  her  with  looks  of  pity 
wherever  fhe  went,  but'never  offered  to 
follow  her,  and  never  intruded  Dpon  her 
retirement. 

It  was  now  happy  for  Edgar,  that  the 
term  of  his  abfence  from  Eton  was  again 
■nearly  expired.  Clarentine  left  to  her- 
felf,  or  only  fitting  with  Emma,  was  a  far 
more  dangerous  objecl,  rthan  Clarentine 
conftantly  attended  by  a  friend  fo  affidu- 
ous  as  Lady  Julia.  He  dreaded  his  own 
want  of  refolution ;  feared  to  betray  the 
emotions  of  his  heart,  and  living  in  per- 
petual reftraint,  bleffed  the  hour  that  once 
more  tore  him  from  her. 

This  was  to  be  the  laft  time  of  his  going 
to  Eton,  from  whence  on  the  next  vaca- 
tion he  was  to  be  entered  at  Oxford. 

Lord  Welwyn,  in  lefs  than  fix  weefcs 
after  the  news  arrived  of  his  fon'sdeathV 
came  back  to  England  himfelf.  The  firft 
interview  between  him  and  Lady  Julia 
was  truly  affecling,  though  the  father  in  hi$ 
grief  preferved    a  manly    compofure,   a 

iirmnefsj 
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firmnefs,  very  unlike  the  boundlefs  ror- 
row  of  his  weeping  daughter. 

Defirous  of  taking  her  home  imme- 
diately, yet  anxious  to  fpare  her  the  pain 
of  too  abrupt  a  feparation  from  her  late 
companions,  he  drew  her  afide,  andafked 
which  of  the  Mifs  Delmington's  me  mod 
wifhed  to  inyite  with  her  to  Welwyn 
park? 

Julia,  gratefully  fenfible  of  this  kind- 
nefs,  immediately  anfwered — 

"  Though  I  have  feemed  for  fome  time 
to  negleft  and  fhun  her;  and  thougtrfhe 
has  caufe  perhaps  to  accufe  me  of  want  of 
a'ffeftion — yet,  if  I  may  make  a' choice, 
Clarentine,  Lady  Delmington's  niece,  is 
the  one  I  mould  fix  upon  in  preference  to 
any  of  her  coufins." 

"  Enough,  my  Julia,"  faid  her  father, 
*c  before  we  go,  I  will  make  the  propbfaf ." 

Accordingly,  after  dining  and  fpend- 
ing  the  greateft  part  of  the  evening  with 
Lady  Delmington,  having  ordered  his 
horfes  to  be  put  to,  he  faid — 

"  The  longer  your  Ladyfhip  knows 
me,  the  more  reafon  you  will  have,  Ifear, 
to  accufe  me  of  encroaching  upon  your 
indulgence.    My  daughter,  for  near  three 

months 
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months,  habituated  to  the  fociety  ofyoifiig1 
people  of  her  own  age,  who,  without  any 
other  company,  have  it  always  in  their 
power  to  form  an  agreeable  and  chearful 
family  circle  among  themfelves,  will  feel 
moll  painfully,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  hasd. 
fhip    of  a   feparation,    fo  fudden   and  fo 
entire,  as  that  (he  is  now  about  to  fuffer. 
The  folitude  and  gloom  of  a  large  aad 
alraoft  uninhabited  manfion,  to  her  in  the 
prefent  difpofttion  of  her  mind,  muft  ap- 
pear dreadful.      Might    I    then,  deareft 
Madam,  folicit  for  her  the  confolation^of 
having  with  her,  at  leaft  during  the  firft 
week  or  two  of  her  removal,  one  of  your 
young  folks  as  a  companion  ?  I.afk  not  for 
either  of  your  daughters,  fince  it  might  be 
inconvenient  or  difagreeable  to  you  to 
part  with  them;   but  fpare  me,  for  the 
fhort  time  I  mention,,  your  charming  little 
niece.     She  looks  the  pifture  of  inno- 
cence, artleffnefs,  and  good-humour.  Her 
fociety  will  by  degrees  reconcile  Julia  to 
her  change  of  abode,  and  teach  her,  per- 
haps,  to  give  lefs  indulgence  to  her  own 
melancholy  reflections." 

Lady  Delmington,  fully  fenfible  of  the 
advantages  Clarentine  might  derivexfrom 

this. 
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tins  vifitj  hefitated  not  a  momerrt,  but  Ln- 
flantly  fent  to  bid  her  prepare  for  her  de- 
parture. Julia  herfelf  entreated  to  be  the 
bearer  of  the  meffage,  and  at  the  head  of 
the  flairs,  meeting  Clarentine  coming 
down  with  little  Emma,  fhe  flopped  her, 
and  affettionatety*  taking  her  hand,  faid — 

"  Do  you  ftill  love  me  enough,  dear 
Clarentine,  to  wifli  to  oblige  me  ?" 

"  Do  I  ?"  cried  Clarentine,  earneftly; 
*'  can  yoU  doubt  it?" 

Lady  Julia  then  made  her  acquainted 
with  what  had  juft  paffed,  aa&  begged  her 
to  haften  back  to  her  room  to  pack  up  her 
cfoaths;  at  the  fame  time  calling  for  her 
own  maid  to  affift  her. 

In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  Clarentine  was 
ready;  the  carriage  came  to  the  door, 
and  Lord  Welwyn,  penetrated  with  the 
deepeft  gratitude  towards  Lady  Delming- 
ton,  took  leave  of  her  and  her  daughters, 
and  departed  with  his  young  companions. 

Welwyn  park  was  about  feven  miles 
from  Delmington  Houfe,  and  before  the 
day  fhut  in,  the  carnage  drove  through 
the  great  iron  gates  that  led  up  to  the 
houfe.  Clarentine  had  yet  never  feen  it; 
never  travelled  fo   far  in  her  life!  fhe 

gazed 
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gazed  around  her  with  aftonifhment  and 
admiration  !  the  pi£lureft}ue  and  extenfivc 
park  they  had  driven  through,  the  {lately 
magnificence  of  the  building,  the  elegance 
of  the  decorations  within,  and  the  luxuri- 
ancy  of  the  profpeci  without,  all  con- 
tributed to  enchant  and  amaze  her ! 

"  Good  Heaven!"  cried  fhe,  addreffing 
Lady  Julia,  "  how  unlike  this  fuperb 
houfe  is,  to  the  old  and  gloomy  habitation 
we  have  ju ft  left!  How  light,  fpacious, 
and  lofty  are  thefe  rooms !  How  beautiful 
thofe  immenfe  mirrors !  How  vivid  the 
glow  of  thefe  pictures  !  Oh,  what  a  para- 
dife  you  have  brought  me  to  !" 

Lady  Julia,  furprifed,  yetplea'fed  at  the 

warmth*  of  her  friend's  adnii ration," fmiled, 

and  taking  her  by  the  hand,  conducted 

'  her  to  the  upper  part  of  the  hcuife  to  fliew 

her  the  room  fhe  was  to  fleep  in. 

"  This,"  faid  fhe,  throwing  open  the 
door  of  a  large  bed-  chamber,  after  afcend- 
ing  a  noble  ftair-cafe,  '"  is  my  room;  if 
you  like  to  fhare  it  with  me,  dear  Claren- 
tine,  you  know  how  happy  you  will  make 
me;  there  is  one  beyond  it,  however, 
equally  pleafant,   which,   if  you  prefer, 

fliall 
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mall  be  immediately  prepared  for   you. 
Will  you  come  and  look  at  it  ?" 

"  O  no;"  cried  Clarentine,  fhrinking 
back,  "  let  me  fleep  with  you  in  this.  I, 
who  have  been  ufed  to  fo  fmall  a  room, 
and  that  too,  in  partnerfhip  with  my  little 
Emma,  mould  feel"  quite  deferted  and 
comfortlefs  by  myfelf  in  fo  large  a  one  as 
this." 

"  Then,"  faid  Julia,  turning  back, 
*e  we  will  go  no  further.  Tea  will  be 
ready  by  this  time ;  mail  we  go  down  ?" 

Clarentine  confented,  and  they  again 
joined  Lord  Welwyn. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  evening,  as  his 
Lordfhip  never  left  the  room,  and  con-' 
verfed  freely  and  kindly  with  his  young 
gueft;  he  gave  her  an  opportunity,  by 
ftarting  the  fubjeft  himfelf,  to  defcant 
warmly  in  praife  of  the  family  (he  lived 
with.  At  laft,  Frederick  was  mentioned, 
and  Lord  Welwyn,  but  imperfe&ly  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of  his  flight, 
drew  from  Clarentine  a  more  detailed  ac- 
count of  it !  When  me  paufed — 

"  In  what  capacity,"  faid  his  Lordftiip, 
fmiling,  "  is  this  enterprizing  youth  now 
gone  out  ?" 

«  In 
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'«  In  that  of  midfhipman,  I  believe,  my 
Lord,"  anfwered  Clarentine. 

*s  And  what  is  your  friend  Somerfet's 
rank  ?" 

•"  That,  I  underftand,  of  lieutenant* 
my  Lord..  He  has  hopes  of  promotion  on 
his  return  home." 

■Lord  Welwyn  -then  changed  the  fub- 
jeft. 

Clarentine,  accuftomed  to  rife  almoft 
the  firft  in  the  houfe  at  Delmington,  was 
up  and  dreffed,  the  morning  after  her  ar- 
rival, before  fix  o'clock.  Lady  Julia  was 
ftill  afieep,  and  Clarentine,  neither  per- 
fectly knowing  her  way  about  the  houfc, 
nor  being  allured  that  in  going  down  fhe 
might  «ot  difturb  Lord  Welwyn,  feated 
herfelf  at  a  window  in  the  next  room  with 
her  drawing  materials,  till  the  fervants 
arofe,  when  fhe  determined  to  find,  her 
way  out,  and  wander  into  the  park. 

In-lefs  than  an  hour  five  heard  the  fhut- 
ters  below  Hairs  unbarred,  and,  on  look- 
ing out,  faw  the  gardener  and  his  affiftants 
already  at  work.  This  gave  her  courage, 
and  fhe  ftepped  foftly  down. 

At  the  foot  of  the  flairs,  fhe  applied  to 
a  maid-fervant,  who  was  croffing  the  hall, 

for 
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for  the  key  of  the  houfe  door;  The  wo- 
man faid  it  had  been  unlocked  fome  time* 
Clarentine  waited  for  no  more;  but,  light 
and  aQive,  fprung  forward,  and  too  eager 
to  confider  which  way  fhe  mould  go, 
guided  her  fteps  as  chance  directed,  to- 
wards a  beautiful  and  flourishing  planta- 
tion to  the  left  of  the  houfe. 

•It  was  now  the  beginning  of  June ;  the 
morning  was  mild,  ferene,  and  unclouded. 
Every  fhrub  was  in  the  fulleft  bloom — 
every  leaf  fpangled  with  dew — the  air,  foft 
and  pure  as  Clarentines  own  heart,  glad- 
dened and  refrefhed  her,  and  infufed  into 
he-r  innocent  mind  the  warmed  fentiments 
of  gratitude  and  devotion  ! 

As  fhe  purfued  her  walk,  fhe  came  to 
a  little  winding  path,  that  conducted  her 
at  length  to  the  palings  of  the  park  next 
the  road  fide.  There  was  a  gate  at  no 
great  diftance,  which  fhe  obferved  was 
.open;  flie  went  towards  it;  and  faw  a 
venerable  old  man,  who  was  Lord  Wel- 
wyn's  butler,  coming  out  of  a  miferable 
cottage  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  road, 
immediately  fronting  the  gate.  He  feem- 
ed  furprifed  when  he  perceived  her;  but 

pafled 
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pafied  her  without  fpeaking,  and  by  the 
fame  path  which  had  guided  her  thither, 
walked  back  to  the.houfe. 

Clarentine,  after  he  was  gone,  ftood 
fome  time  motionlefs  at  the  gate,  con- 
templating with  forrowing  eyes  the  wretch- 
ed habitation  before  her.  If  now,  on  one 
of  the  fined  days  in  fummer,  furrounded 
with  verdure,  cheared  by  the  bright  rays 
of  a  glowing  fun — if  now^  it  looked  fo 
•comfortlefs  and  forlorn,  what,  though 
Clarentine  fighing,  mull  be  its  afpeft, 
when  the  bleak  winds  of  winter,  the  chil- 
ling rains,  and  foggy  atmofphere  of  a  De- 
cember day,  penetrate  through  its  decayed 
thatch,  and  damp  and  moulder  its  thin 
tottering  walls ! 

Well  might  fhe  then,  in  the  words  of 
Shakefpear,  have  exclaimed — 

"  Poor  naked  wretches,  whofo'er  you  are, 
"  That  bide  the  pelting  of  the  pitilefs  ftorm ! 
««  How  fhall  your  houfelefs  heads,  and  unfed  fides, 
"  Your  looped  and  window'd  raggednefs,  defend  you 
"  From  feafons  fuch  as  thofe  ? 

*<  hi        —  Take  phyfick,  pomp ; 

"  Expofe  thyfelf  to  feel  what  wretches  feel, 
"  Then  wilt  thou  fhake  thy  fuperftux  to  them, 
u  And  ftiew  the  Heavens  morejuft." 

«  Can 
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««  Can  it  be  poffible,"  thought  ihe, 
*•  that.Lord  Welwyn,  a  good,  a  benevo- 
lent, and  humane  man,  poffeffing  fo  much 
power,  and  blefl  with  fueh  affluence, 
fhould  fuffer,  at  his  very  gate,  an  abode 
Hke  this — fo  defolate,  fodreary,tofaill into 
ruin,  merely  from  a  cruel  indifference  to 
the  diftrefs  of  its  inhabitants?" 

Whilft  fhe  was  engaged  in  thefe  re- 
fle&idns,  a  young  woman  of  a  very  deli- 
cate appearance,  Aim,  perfectly  well- 
formed,  and  dreffed  in  a  light-coloured 
cotton  gown,  without  any  thing  upon  her 
head  but  a  band  of  muflin,  carelefsly  tied 
round  her  hair,  came  out  of  the  cottage, 
with  a  low  wooden  ftool  in  her  hand,  and 
an  embroidering  frame  under  -her  arm. 
She  placed  the  ftool  in  the  fhade  before 
the  door;  fat  down,  and  taking  the  frame 
upon  her  knees,  began  to  work  with  great 
alacrity;  at  the  fame  moment,  finging  with 
a.gay  and  chearful  countenance  a  well- 
known  French  air,  Clarentine  remembered 
to  have  heard  William  Somerfet,  in  de- 
tached parts,  often  hum  about  the  houfe. 

In  a  few  -minutes,  a  very  pretty  little 
girl,  of  about  fix  years  old?  followed  by  a 
gentleman  in  a  fliabby  uniform,  likewife 
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appeared  at  the  door.  The  trees  that  far- 
rounded  Clarentine  prevented  her  being 
perceived,  yet  allowed  her  plainly  to 
diftinguifh  every  thing  that  pafied.  She 
heard  the  gentleman,  after  {landing  fome 
time  before  the  cottage,  looking,  at  the 
unclouded  fky  -with  admiration,  turn  to  his 
induftrious  companion,  and  fay  to  her  in 
French — 

"  Ma  bonne  amie,  voulez*vous  quejef 
vous  life  quelque  chofe  pendant  que  vaus 
travaillez  ?" 

*c  Oui,  je  le  veut  blen;"  anfwered  fliey 
"  allez  chercher  les  Lettres  Peraviemes ; 
elles  fonts  fur  ma  table."* 

In  an  inftan.t  the  book  was  brought; 
The  officer  threw  himfelf  down  upon-  the 
grafs  by  the  fide  of  the  young  foreigner, 
and  began  reading  aloud;  whilft  the  child, 
leaning  againit  its  mother's  fhoujder,  ftoodi 
quietly  watching  the  progrefs  of  hef 
work. 

Clarentine  beheld  this  interefting  fcene 
with  the  tendered  concern  and  pity.     She 

*  "  My  good  friend,  fliall  I  read  to  you  whilft  you 
work  V 

"  'Yes,  do  ;  bring'liither  the  Peruvian  Letters;  they 
are  upon  my  table." 

Jbad 
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had  heard  much  of  the  difaftrous  effe&s  of 
the  late  French  Revolution;  knew  to  what 
direful  lengths  thacruelty  of  its  promoters 
had  extended ;  antt  had  often  fighed  with 
compaffion  at  the  dreadful  recital  of  thofe 
calamities  many  of  its  innocent  victims  had 
fuffered,  even  at  the  beginning  of  the  difi 
turbances.  This  was  the  firft  time,  how- 
ever, that  in  her  peaceful  retirement  any 
of  the  a&ual  fufferers  themfelves  had  ap- 
peared; and  the  impreffion  made  upon 
her  by  fuch  a  fight  was  therefore  pro- 
portioned to  its  novelty.  Who  the  ob- 
jects were,  then  before  her,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  guefs;  but  from  their  language 
and  manners,  it  was  evident  they  were 
people  of  education  and  refinement. 
Clarentine  longed  to  fpeak  to  them,  to 
qucftion  them,  but  had  not  courage;  and 
after  remaining  to  obferve  them 'till  fhe 
dared  remain  no  longer,  turned  away  with 
reluctance,  and  walked  flowly  home. 

On  entering  the  houfe  fhe'was  informed 
that  Lady  Julia  was  waiting  breakfaft  for 
her;  but  that  'my  Lord  had  already  finifh- 
ed  his,  and.--w&s  gone  out  on  horfeback. 
Eager  to  communicate  the  difcovery  of 
the  morning,  fhe  haflened  into  the  break- 

G  a  fall 
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fall  room,where,  alone  at  an  open  window,' 
fhe  found  Lady  Julia  reading. 

Clarentine  immediately  began  her  rela- 
tion, and  gave  fo  animated,  yet  faithful 
a  detail  of  all  fhe  had  feen,  that  Lady  Julia 
cxprefled  the  utmoft  impatience  to  hear 
from  the  butler  what  further  particulars 
he  might  have  to  recount.  Accordingly, 
flie  rang  the  bell  and  defired  he  might 
be  called;  but  was  told  he  had  been. out 
the  grtateft  part  of  the  morning,  and  had 
not  left  word  whither  he  was  goDe. 

"  Why  then,  Clarentine,"  cried  Lady 
Julia,  rifing  as  (he  fpoke  with  uncommon 
alacrity,  "  we  will  walk  down  to  the  cot- 
tage ourfelves,  and  make  acquaintance 
with  thefe  poor  foreigners  this  very  morn- 
ing. Shall  you  have  courage  enough 
when  there  are  two  of  us  to  venture  to 
fpeak  ?" 

Clarentine,  with  great  readinefs,  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative ;  and  Lady  Julia, 
tying  on  her  hat,  took  her  friend  under 
the  arm.  and  fallied  forth  without  delay. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  little  gate  oppo- 
fite  the  cottage,  they  perceived  that  the 
fpot  where  Clarentine  had  firft  difcovered 
the   ftrangers    was  deferted.     The  fun, 

which 
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which  had  now  rifen  to  a  considerable 
height,  had  driven  them  in ;  and  the  two 
friends,  therefore,  after  eroding  the  road, 
were  obliged  to  fummon  all  their  refo- 
lution,  and  knock  at  the  cottage  door  for 
admittance. 

A  little  girl,  about  a  year  older  thari 
the  one  Clarentine  had  feen  in  the  morn- 
ing, immediately  opened  it.  The  fight  of 
two  fuch  entire  ftrangers  filled  her  with 
difmay.  She  almoft  fcreamed  the  inftant 
me  beheld-  them,  and  ran  away  with  a 
fwiftnefs  which  nothing  but  terror  could 
have  lent  her. 

Upon  this,  the  young  female,  whom 
Clarentine  fuppofed  to  be  her  mother, 
ftarted  from  her  feat  and  fprung  forward, 
anxioufly  enquiring  what  was  the  matter? 
The  unexpected  appearance  of  Lady  Julia 
and  Clarentine  nearly  aftonifhed  her  as 
much  as  it  had  alarmed  the  child.  She 
blufhed — curtfied  very  politely — invited 
them  to  walk  in;  and,  when  they  were 
feated,  afked  in  a  hefitating  voice,  to 
what  caufe  fhe  was  to  attribute  the  honour 
tof  fuch  a  vifit  ? 

Lady  Julia,  with  a  delicacy,  a  cautious 
fear  of  offending,  that  added  to  the  wonted 

G  3  fweetnefs 
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"fweetnefs  of  her  countenance,  and  gave 
■to  it  an  expreffion  of  benevolence  the 
moft  angelic,  apologized  for  the  abrupt- 
nefs  with  which  fhe.had  ventured  to  in- 
troduce  herfelf;  befeeching  the  young 
ft  ranger  not  to  impute  it  to  any  motives 
of  impertinent  curiofity,  but  folely  to  the 
earneft  defire  Ihe  felt,  as  being  her  moft 
immediate  neighbour,  to  offer  her*  fuch 
comforts  or  afi] nance,  as  the  inconve- 
nitnce  of  her  prefent  fituation  might  ren- 
der neceffary 

The  young  firanger,  penetrated  with 
gratitude  for  an  attention  fo  flattering  and 
unexpected,  bowed  her  thanks,  and  fighing 
deep,  faid,  pointing  'to  her  children— 

"  For  myfelf,  dear  Madam,  I  require 
little;  my  wants,  I  thank  Heaven  !  I  have 
learnt  to  contract  within  a  very  narrow 
compafs)  but  whilft  my  children,  thus 
helplefs  and  dependent,  lean  wholly  upon 
me  for  fapport,  I  feel  myfelf  bound  to 
embrace  with  eagernefs  any  offer  which 
•benevolence  may  dictate  towards  allevi- 
ating their  neceflities." 

Clarentine,  much  affe&ed  by  this  fpeecb, 
touched  by  the  patient  humility  of  the 

meek 
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meek  fufferer,  and  the  look  of  anguifh 
with  which  fhe  regarded  her  infants  whilft 
acknowledging  their  diflrefs;  now  allied 
whether  fhe  had  any  other  children  than 
the  two  Tweet  girls  then  prefent  ? 

il  I  have,  one'  more,"  anfwered  the 
ftranger.,  "  a  boy  in  arms,  who  is  at  this 
time  afleep  in  the  next  room,  i  have 
a  brother-in-law  with    me  likewife :   but 

my  hufband  is  with  General -'s  arm}'", 

as  well  as  mod  of  my  other  connections 
and  friends."  ' 

"  May  we  a(k,  Madam,"'  faid  Lady 
Julia,  "  how  long  you  have  been  in  this 
part  of  the  country?"*— 

"  About  ten  days.  I  was  led  hither 
by  the  hope  of  finding  the  neeeffaries  of 
life  cheaper  than  in  the  capital;  and  alfo 
with  a  view  of  benefit  to  my  brother, 
who  is  much  out  of  health,  and  with 
whom  the  air  of  London  difagreed  ex- 
tremely-" 

**  I  fear  you  have  yet  made  no  ac* 
quaintance  here  ?" 

"  Helas!  Mademoifelle,"  faid  the  Gran- 
ger, mournfully-*-"  Eft  ce'dans  une  po- 
rtion comme  le  miene  qu'on  fait  des  con- 
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noifances  ?  Je  fens  bien  que  le  malheur 
n'eft  pas  en  droit  de  fi  attendre!"* 

"  I  am  grieved  to  hear  you  think  fo;" 
— cried  Lady  Julia—"  We  had  flattered 
ourfelves-it  might  have  been  in  our  power 
to  have  infpired  you  with  better  hopes ; 
fince  it  is  our  mod  ardent  wifhto  ferve 
you,  and  to  obtain  your  confidence  and 
good  opinion." — 

The  unhappy  foreigner,  overcome  by 
the  kindnefs  of  this  fpeech,  burft  into 
tears,  and  preffing  Lady  Julia  s  hand  to 
her  bofom  with  a  look  of  fenfibility  the 
mod  impaffioned,  fobbed  out,  in  broken, 
and  fcarce  intelligible  fentences,  the  grate- 
ful effufions  of  her  heart— 

"  Ange  du  ciel!"  exclaimed  fhe*— 
ec  Quel  etre  bienfaifant  e_t  genereux,  a 
pu  vous  conduire  dans  cette  trifle  dfe- 
meure?  Si  jeune  encore,  eft-il  pbffible 
qu'on  puife  avoir  mutant  de  prevenance, 
de  bonte,  de  delicateffe  ?  Ah !  dite  moi 
— qui  etes-vous  ?  d'ou  venez  vous  P't 

»  My 

*  "  Alas!  Madam,  is  it  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  mine 
I  can  hope  to  form  any  new  acquaintance  i  I  am  fenfible 
it  is  not  misfortune  that  can  give  me  a  right  to  expeft  it !" 

+  "Angel  of  Heaven!  What  being,  beneficent,  and 
good,  can  have  conducted  you  to  this  wretched  abode  ? 

Is 
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«  My  name,"  anfwered  Lady  Julia, 
*'  is  Leyburne.  I  live  at  the  great  houfe, 
(chateau)  you  fee  yonder  behind  that 
plantation.  Who  you  are,  I  venture  not 
to  enquire :  but  of  this  be  affured — you 
have  a  friend  in  me  the  moft  fincere,  the 
mo'ft  deeply  interefted  in  all  your  con- 
cerns." 

"  Your  name'  is  Leyburne  ?"  cried  the 
young  ftranger  with  a  look  of  furprife— 
"  You  live  at  the  great  houfe  I  have  fo 
often  beheld  with  a  wifh  to  know  its 
owners  ?  Ah !  you  have  then  beneath  your 
roof  an  inhabitant,  whofe  virtues,  whofe 
excellence  you  dream  not  of!  Bertrand, 
an  old  domeftic  in  your  family,  who,  in 
happier  times  ferved  my  father  abroad, 
in  grateful  remembrance  of  what  he  owed 
his  former  mafter,  has  fuccoured,  afiifted, 
and  befriended  me  and  mine,  from  the 
hour  of  our  arrival,  with  a  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity that  does  honour  to  his  heart !  He 
brings  me  daily  fuch  little  prefents  as  His 
circumftances  and  fituation  will  permit — 
provides  proper  nourishment  for  my  chil- 
ls it  poffible  that,  young  as  you  are,  you  mould  already 
poffefs  fo  much  delicacy,  .fo  much  tendernefs?  Ah "1  tell 
,me,  who  are  you?  Whence  do  you  ceme  ?" 
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dren — loves  them,  cherifhes  thenij — and 
in  fhort,  has  hitherto  been  our  only  fup- 
port  and  comforter !" 

Lady  Julia  and  Clarentine  during  this 
recital  felt  their  eyes  fill  with  tears.  They 
both  in  the  fame  breath  exclaimed,  the 
inftant  the  ftranger  paufed — 

"  Worthy,  excellent  old  Bertrand! 
How  I  mail  love  him  from  this  moment  ! 
But  tell  me,  dear  Madam/'  continued 
Lady  Julia,  "  did  he  ever  talk  to  you  of 
my  father  ?' — of  me  ?" 

"  Yes,  often.  He  reprefented  you  to 
me,  fuch  as  I  find  you — amiable,  gentle, 
kind!  And  your  father,  he  faid,  was  the 
heft,  the  firft  of  human  beings !" 

"  Ah!  believe  me,"  cried  Lady- Julia, 
with  warmth, li  when  you  know  him,  when 
you  fee  him,  you  will  find  all  that  Ber- 
trand faid  was  nothing  more  than  ftrift 
juftice!" 

She  then  rofe  to  take  leave,  when  the 
young  foreigner  eagerly  feizing  her  hand, 
and  that  of  Clarentine,  who  at  the  fame 
moment  approached  her,  joined  them  in 
her  -own,  and  with  the  moft  affe&ing  ear- 
neftnefs  exclaimed— 

«  Adieu, 
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«  Adieu,  aimables  et  douces  amies ! 
Soyez  toujours  unies,  toujours  eom- 
pagnes !  et  fafl'e  le  ciel,  que  poffedant 
les  memes  vertus,  vous jouiffiez  du  rae- 
iSe  bbnheur  !5 '* 

Unable  to  fpeak,  the  two  friends  could 
only  prefs  with  filent  emotion  the  hand 
that  held  theirs,  and  hurry  out  of  the  cot- 
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LADY  Julia's  fi'rft  care  on  entering  the 
houfe  was  to  fend  for  the  old  butler. 
He  came  the  inftanfhe  was  fummoned, 
anxious  to  apologize  for  his  abfence  in 
the  morning,  and  to  learn  how  he  could 
be  ufeful  to  his  young  miftrefs. 

Lady  Julia,  into  whom  the  benevolent 

fenfations  awakened  by  all  that  had  palled, 

>feemed  to  have  infufed  a  fpirit,  an  energy 

unknown  to  her  before,  ran  to  him  the 

*  "  Adieu,  fweet,  and  amiable  friends!  May  you  al- 
ways love,  always  accompany  each  other  !  And  may  it 
pleafed  Heaven  that,  pofiefling  the  fame*  virtues,  you 
may  enjoy,  the. fame  felicity." 

G  6  moment 


132  CLARENTINE. 

moment  he  appeared,  and  taking  his  hand, 
faid, 

"  My  kind,  and  honeft  Bertrand !  you 
mull  teach  me  to  become  good,  and  ge- 
nerous like  you!  .1  have  heard  fuck  fto- 
ries  of  you  as  have  won  my  very  heart! 
Oh !  why  did  I  not  fooner  hear  how  I 
might  affift  you  in  all  you  did  ?" — 

Bertrand,  who  although  he  had  lived 
15  years  in  England,  pofleffed  every  merit 
%o  a  higher  degree  of  perfection  than  that 
of  talking  or  even  underftanding  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  looked  aghaft  at 
this  fpeech,.  and  with  an  air  of  aftonifh- 
ment  the  raoft  profound,  faid,  in  a  mixed 
dialeft,  half  French,  half  Englifh — 

'i  What,  pour  V amour  de  Dieu!  you  talk 
about,  my  dear  young  Lady  ?  I  not  com- 
prend\on  vord  dat  you  fay  !" 

Lady  Julia  then,  in  French,  explained 
to  him  more  methodically  her  meaning; 
told  him'  where  Ihe  had  been;  what  me 
jhad  heard  concerning  him;  and  -finally 
befought  him-  to  inform  her  of  all  the 
particulars  he  was  acquainted  with  relat- 
ing to  her  new  friend. 

"  Ah !  Pardil  I  know  vat  you  fay  ver 
veil  now !"  cried  the  delighted  Bertrand, 

recovering 
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recovering  from  his  late  amazement — - 
«*  You  talk  of  von  poor  lady  at  the  chau- 
miere?  Bon!  I  underftand  ver  veil.  §>uyen 
fautil  direr* 

"  Nay,  Bertrand,"  anfwered  Lady  Ju- 
lia— «  You  know  bed  what  you  can  fay 
of  her !  You  are  acquainted  with  her  name 
and  family,  are  you  not  ?  And  you  like- 
wife  muft  have  heard  her  reafons  for  com- 
ing to  England." 

ft  Surement,  I  have  heard  them !  Ah ! 
poor  lady!  I  knew  her  in  her  own  coun- 
try, when  fhe  was  pas  plus  haute  que  mon 
ponce  :*  O,  fhe  was  pretty,  pretty  !  and/0 
good !  Her  father  he  was  von  grand  Seig- 
neur, and  he  had  but  this  child— c'ejl-a- 
dire,  but  this  von  alive.  Eh  bien,  as  he 
was  always  at  Verfailles,  at  the  Court,  he 
did  marry  her  to  von  great  man  alfo,  M. 
le  Compte  dArzele,  who  was  a  vieux  papa 
compared  to  her,  for  (he  was  but  fifteen, 
and  he  was  forty.  Mais  Dame!  malgre 
that,  fhe  did  make  von  ver  good  wife — 
At  leaft,  fo  I  always  heard,  for  I  left  Paris 
when  fhe  was  only  ten  years  old.  Mai- 
heureufement  when  la  pauvre  France  was 

*  "  What  muft  I  tell  you  about  her  I" 
f  " No  higher  than  my  hand." 

turned 
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turned  Jans  dejfu  dejfous^  her  father, 
man  bon  vieux  maitre,  was  in  high  fa- 
vour at  the  court,  and  Helas !  died,  it 
was  faid,  of  griefs  at  the  beginning  of  the 
horrors !  His-  poor  daughter  then,  with 
her  children,  got  over  to  England;  her 
hufband  was  with  the  army,  her  beau-frere 
Je  fnourant  de  confomptim  ;*  enfin  every  thing 
went  fa  bad,  that  after  Haying  two  or  three 
months  in  London,  riaiant  frejque  fas  It 
Jous,  fhe  came  down  here,  where,  un  beau 
matin,  about  a  week  ago  I  found  her  out 
in  that  miferable  cabanef" 

Here  Bertrand  p-aufed,  fhrugged  his 
fhoulders  with  a  molt  piteous  look,  heaved 
a  deep  figh,  and  then  proceeded  thus — 

"  Mi  lor  was  not-  come  home,  when  I 
did  firft  difcover  her  j  ainfi  I  could  do  but 
little  towards  fhewing  my  gratitude  to  th« 
daughter  of  my  late  matter :  but  now  dat 
he  is  here,  and  dat  you,  my  good  ladi  Julie 
have  feen  her,  I  hope  her  fituation  will 
be  no  longer  to  trifle.  I  did.  mean  this 
morning  to  have  told  all  her  ftory  to  my 
mafter;  but  before  I  got  back  from  the 
cottage  he  was  gone  out ;  and  fo,  ilfaut 
garder  celafour  une  autre fois.^f 


*  "  Her  brother-in-law  dying  of  a  confumption." 
f  "  I  muft  rcferve  it  for  another  time."  » 

«  But 
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"  Birt  tell  me,  my  good  Bertrand," 
cried  Clarentine'"  how  comes  k  about, 
that  this  unfortunate  Madame  d'Arzele, 
whofe  fate  fo  juftly  deferves  compaffion^ 
fhould,  this  very  morning,  foon  after  you* 
paffed  me  at  the  park  gate,  be  finging 
and  talking  with  a  chearfulnefs  that  was 
quite  aftonifliing .?*' 

"  Dame  !  c'eft  qu'elle  eft  naturellement 
vive,  enjouce,  folatre  !  un  rien  la  fait 
pleurer,  un  rien  le  fait  rire.  Voiez 
done  ?  Ce  n'eft  pas  avec  un  tel  earac- 
he qu'on  devient  fombre  et  trifte  tout 
de  fuite  ;  auffi,  foutient-elle  fes, chagrins 
avec  un  courage  vraiment  etonant ; 
travaillant  toujours,  brodant,  faifant  de 
la  dentelle—  enfin  de  tout — et  chantant, 
daufanr,  badinant  tant  qu'elle  peut."* 

At  that  moment  the  entrance  of  Lord 
Welwyn  put  an  end  to  the  fubje£t.     Ber- 

*  "  Ah,  truly  !  that  is  becaufe (he  is  naturally  fpirited, 
playful,  and'  lively;  a  mere  trifle  makes  her  cry,  a 
trifle  makes  her  laugh !  You  may  well  believe  there- 
fore, that  with  fucli  a  difpofition,  it  is  not  all  at  once 
that  ftle  can  become  gloomy  and  defponditig.  The  for- 
.titude  with  which  (he  lias  borne  her-  forrows  has  been 
truly  admirable.  She  works  continually  ;  embroiders, 
makes  lace,  in  (hort,  does  any  thing!  and  laughs  and 
lings  whenever  me  can. 

trand 
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trand  immediately  withdrew;  but  not 
before  he  had  recommended  to  Lady 
Julia  by  a  Ggnificant  glance,  the  caufe  of 
his  ill-fated  miftrefs. 

Meanwhile  Lord  Welwyn,  whofe  mind 
feemed  to  be  as  much  preoccupied  as  was 
that  of  his  daughter,  feated  himfelf  near 
the  window,  and  after  a  few  moments 
filence,  faid, 

"  I  have  been  engaged  in  converfation 
this  morning  with  a  perfon  whofe  dif- 
courfe  has  left  fuch  an  impreffion  of  me- 
lancholy on  my  mind,  that  I  feel  myfelf 
quite  opprefled,  and  faddened." 

"  Who  then,  my  Lord,"  faid  Lady 
Julia,  "  was  this  perfon  ?" 

"  His  name,"  anfwered  her  father*  "  I 
did  not  he'ar;  he  was  a  young  French- 
man however,  and  an  Emigrant.  I  met 
him  walking  {lowly  by  the  road  fide,  in  a 
narrow  lane  at  the  diftance  of  about  two 
miles  from  hence ;  he  Hopped  to  let  my 
horfe  go  by,  and  as  I  pafTed,  looked  up 
at  me,  and  flightly  touched  his  hat. 
Struck  by  the  dejection  and  languor 
vifible  in  his  countenance,  and  by  a  cer- 
tain air  of  diftinction  obfervable  about 
him?  notwithftanding  the  meannefs  of  his 

drefsj 
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rirefs,  I  returned  his  bow,  and  reining  in 
my  horfe,  faid  fomething  about  the  fine- 
nefs  of  the  day,  and  afked  him  whether 
he  had  walked  far  that  morning  ?  He  an- 
fwered  me  in  French,  with  great  politfe'- 
nefs,  apologizing  for  not  being  able  to 
underftand  me.  I  then  addreffed  him  in 
his  own  language ;  and,  to  be  fhort,  we 
foon  entered  into  clofer  converfation, 
during  the  courle  of  which,  I  difmounted 
and  fent  home  the  groom  with  my  horfe, 
that  I  might  more  conveniently  purfue  a 
difcourfe,  which  now  began  to  intereft  me 
moft  deeply.  What  he  faid  of  himfetf 
was  flight ;  he  feemed  fhy  of  communicat- 
ing his  own  affairs;  but  gave  me,in  anfwer 
to  my  interrogatories  fuch  an  account  of 
many  of  the  recent  tranfa&ions  abroad, 
to  which  he  had  unhappily  been  witnefs, 
as  made  my  blood  run  cold.  I  underftand 
he  refides  very  near  us,  with  his  fifter-in- 
law,  and  her  children ;  and  I  have  given 
him  a  preffing  invitation  to  come  and  fee 
me.  His  manners  are  well-bred,  but 
plain,  and  unaffe&ed  j  his  language  per- 
fectly corre£t;  and  his  countenance  fen- 
fible,  intelligent,  and  extremely  pleaf- 
ing." 

Lady 
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Lady  Julia,  delighted  with  this- account, 
and  not  queftioning  but  it  related  to  the 
officer  Clarentine  had  feen  at  the  cottage, 
now  began  her  hiftory,  ornitting  none  of 
the  circumftances  which  flie  thought  raoft 
likely  to  intereft  her  father  j  and  conclud- 
ing by  an  earned  petition  for  leave  to 
look  out  immediately  in  the  neighbour- 
hood for  a  more  convenient  habitation? 
for  Madame  d'Arzele,  and  her  unfortuv 
nate  little  family. 

Lord  Welwyn  heard  her  with  the  pre. 
founded  attention,  and  the  m*ofl  evident 
fatisfa&ion ;  applauded  her  benevolent 
intentions,  and  readily  promifed  to  affift 
her  liberally  in  their  execution. 

Accordingly,  the  carriage  was  ordered, 
and  the  inftant  dinner  was  over  Lady 
Julia,  her  Governefs,  and  Clarentine,  fet, 
out  on  their  interfiling  refearch. 

It  had  been  agreed  by  the  two  friends,- 
that  a  houfe  half-way  between  Welwyn 
park  and  Delmington  would,  on  every 
account,  be  preferable  as  to  fituaticfl 
and  vicinity,  to  any.  other.  They  there- 
fore gave  proper  orders  to  the  poftilion, 
and  proceeded  gently  forward;  gazing 
with  envy  at  every  neat  or  cliearful  habi- 
tation* 
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tation  they  pafled,  and  forming  plans  of 
future  happinefs  and  cpmfort  for  their, 
amiable  friend. 

At  the  end  of  a  drive  of  near  four  miles, 
they  came  to  a  little  village,  beautifully 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  which  com- 
manded one  of  the,  fined  views  in  nature. 
Here  Ladv  Julia  and  her  companions 
flopped;  and,  w.hilft  the  former  fent  the 
fervantwho  had.attended  them  to  enquire 
of  fome  of  the  inhabitants  whether  there 
were  any  houfes  near  there  to  be  let,  got 
out  and  walked,  ordering  the  poftilion  to- 
follow  them  at  a  diftance. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  fervant  returned 
to  inform  his  lady  that,  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  further  up  the  hill  there  was  a 
fmall  houfe  then  unoccupied,  which  the 
people  he  had  queftioned  believed  was 
either  to  be  let  or  fold.  Thither  accord- 
ingly they  immediately  drove,  and  foon 
came  to  one  of  the  moft  romantic  fairy 
dwellings  imagination  can  conceive !  It 
was  fituated  near  a  little  gothic  church  fo 
entirely  furrounded  and  concealed  by 
trees,  that,  at  any  diftance,  its  antique 
fpire  alone  was  to  be  feen.  Before  the 
door  was  a  green  flope,  fhaded  by  thick 

branching. 
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branching  elms,  and  encircled  by  a  gravel 
walk  whofe  borders  were  planted  with 
flowering  fhrubs.  Behind  it  was  a  neat, 
ruftic  garden,  enclofed  by  a  high  hedge, 
and  abundantly  fupplied  with  all  the  com- 
mon fruit-trees  and  vegetables  that  the 
climate  affords.  The  profpeft  from  the 
front  windows  particularly  was  enchanu 
ing  ;  the  furniture  in  all  the  rooms  clean 
and  good,  and,  in  fhort,  the  whole  habi- 
tation  remarkable  for  its  chearfulnefs, 
order,  and  perfett  tranquillity. 

Lady  Julia,  tranfported  with  delight, 
could  with  difficulty  contain  her  raptures, 
even  before  the  man  who  was  deputed  to 
conduft  them.  She  acquired  fufficient 
Jang-froid  at  laft,  however,  to  afk  the  ne- 
eeffary  and  ufual  queflions  concerning 
rent,  taxes,  &c.  and  then,  telling  him  flie 
would  fend  a  perfon  the  next  day  to  make 
fome  final  agreement  with  him,  ihe  re- 
luctantly got  into  the  chaife  and  drove 
away. 

Nothkig  could  equal  the  gaiety  and 
animation  with  which  Ihe  made  the 
journey  home.  Benevolence,  that  pureft 
of  all  fenfations,  warms,  invigorates,  ex- 
pands  the  coldeft  heart !     It  -gives  joy 

and 
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and  happinefs  of  the  moil  exquifite  na- 
ture; adds  luftre  to  the  eye  of  youth, 
bloom  to  the  cheek,  fmiles  of  gladnefs  to 
the  countenance;  and  difFufes  ferenity, 
internal  fatisfa&ion,  and  content  where- 
ever  it  takes  root !" 

Lord  Welwyn  welcomed  the  fair  wan- 
derers, with  looks  of  the  mod  cordial 
affe£tion ;  congratulated  them  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  their  expedition;  and  promifed 
to  ride  over  himfelf  the  next  morning  in 
order  to  adjuft  all  pecuniary  matters  with, 
the  proprietors  of  the  houfe,  previous  to 
carrying  its  deftined  tenants  to  furvey  it. 

This  point  fettled,  Lady  Julia,  inde- 
fatigable and  zealous,  fent  for  the  houfe- 
keeper  to  her  own  room,  to  confult  with 
her  about  the  domeftics,  with  which 
it  would  be  proper"  to  furnilh  the  new 
eftablifhment.  After  a  long  conference 
it  was  agreed,  that  one  maid  would  be 
all  that  at  prefent  could  be  required,  as 
Madame  d'Arzele,  according  to  Ber- 
trand's  account,  had  brought  a  Femme-de- 
Chambre  with  her  from  France,  who  had 
followed  her  to  the  cottage.  This  ad- 
ditional fervant  the  houfe-keeper  pro- 
mifed 
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mifed  to  procure :  and  Lady  Jufia  undigr- 
took  to  pay. 

Clarentine,  who  in  all  thefe  arrange- 
ments took  the  ftrongeft  intereft  ;  who  re- 
joiced to  behold  her  friend  thus  a&ive  in 
the  caufeof  humanity ;  and  who  obferved 
her  with  wonder  and  delight,,  whilft 
filently  planning,  or  diligently  executing 
frefh  a  61s  of  kindnefs ;  ClaTentine,  the 
inftant'  they  retired  to  their  room  for  the 
night,  threw  her  arms  around  her,  and 
embracing  her  tenderly — 

"  O  my  deareft  Lady  Julia  !"  exclaimed 
fhe,  "  how,  Happy-  you  muft  at  this  mo- 
ment feel  !  What  pleafure  muft  the  recol- 
lection of  fuch  a  day  fo  fpent  afford  you!" 

"  Ah  !  believe  me,  m;y  Clarentine,"  an- 
fwered  Lady  Julia  affectionately,  "  the 
idea  of  having  merited  your  praife  con- 
ftitutes  the  fweeteft  portion  of  my  fe- 
licity !  My  father  too,  with  what  gende- 
nefs  did  he  fpeak  tp,  what  kindnefs  look 
at  his  Rap^py  Julia  this  whole  evening! 
Oh  Clarentine,  fupriort,  encourage  me  in 
the  wifli  of  doing  good,  that  I  may  long 
continue  to  deferve  two  bleffings  fo  pre- 
cious to  my  heart,  as  the  approbation  of 
fuch  a  father,  the  love  of  fuch  a  friend  1" 

i  A  few 
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A  few  days  now  fufficed  to  conclude 
every  preparation  neceflary  to  be  made, 
before,  Madame  d'Arzele  could  be  put  in 
pofleffion  of  her  charming  little  abode. 
Lady  Julia,  anxious  to  procure  her  the 
additional  gratification  of  furprize  as 
well  as  comfort,  refolutely  preferved  the 
ftrifteft  filence  upon  the  fubjecl:,  although 
file  faw  her  every  day,  and  every  day 
gave  her  frefh  inftances  of  an  attachment 
the  moft  flattering  and  fincere,  till  the' 
impatiently  expe&ed  moment  arrived, 
when,  all  things  being  in  readinefs,  fhe 
attended  her  herfelf,  with  her  friend  Gla- 
rentine,  to  the  houfe. 

Madame  d'Arzele,  believing,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  fhe  had  heard,  that 
this  little  manfion  belonged  to  Lord.Wel- 
wyn,  and  had  merely  been  fitted  up  during 
the  fummer  months  to  receive  a.  friend 
he  expected  from  London,  appeared  en- 
chanted with  it,  but  paid  infinitely  lefs 
attention  to  the  charms  of  its  fituatiom 
than  flie  would  have  done,  had  fhe  been 
informed  of  the  real  truth. 

After  walking  over  the  garden,  vifitirtg 
the  different  rooms,  and  tailing  fome  of 

the 
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the  beft  fruit  the  former  afforded,  Ma- 
dame d'Arzele,  fomewhat  impatient  at  fo 
long  an  abfence  from  her  little  family 
gently  reminded  Lady  Julia  of  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  hour — 

"  My  dear  Madam,"  faid  the  latter 
fmiling,  "  you  mull  not  grow  weary  of 
this  place  yet,  for  we  mean  to  dine  and 
fpend  the  day  here." 

«  Spend  the  day  here?"  repeated 
Madame  d'Arzele  with  a  look  of  con- 
fternation — "  Et  mes  pauvres  enfans— 
que  deviendront-ils  fi  longtems  fans  leur 
mere  ?"* 

"  Vous  enfans,  Madame,"  anfwered 
Lady  Julia,  enjoying  her  perplexity— 
'*  arriveront  dans  un  moment,  et  din- 
neront  ici  avec  nous."f 
,  Madame  d'Arzele,  more  and  more 
fuprized,  now  gazed  by  turns  at  Lady 
Julia,  and  Clarentine,  with  looks  of  the 
molt  earneft  curiofity ;  their  countenances 
however,  though  beaming  with  the  pureftv 
delight,  told  her  nothing,  yet  encreafed 

*  "  And  what,  during  (b  long  an  abfence  from  their 
mother,  will  become  of  my  poor  children  V' 

t  "  Your-children,  Madam,  will  arrive  in  a  moment, 
t&ey  sre  to  dine  here  with  us." 

her 
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her  wifh  to  be  informed.  At  length, 
therefore,  taking  Lady  Julia's  hand,  and 
attentively  fixing. her  eyesonher's — 

"  Tell  me,  tell  me,"  fhe  cried,  "  what- 
this  myfterious  filence,  thefe  fignificant 
looks,  this  inexplicable  delay,  tell  me 
What  it  all  means!" 

Lady  Julia,  too  generous  to  keep  her 
longer  in  fufpence,  now  threw  her  arms 
round  her,  and  embracing  her  affec- 
tionately, anfwered  with  much  emotion: 
"  It  means,  deareft  Madam,  that  if  the" 
fituation  fuit  you,  and  you  can  pardon- 
a  friend  for  making  fuch  an  offer,  this 
houfe,  and  every  thing  it  contains-^is 
yours !" 

Who  can  defcribe  the  raptures  and 
amazement  of  the  delighted  Foreigner  ? 
She  hung  round  her' lovely  bene'faftrefs 
with  fenfations  of- gratitude  too  fervent  to 
be  uttered;  wept  upon  her  fhoulder; 
called  her  by  every  endearing  epithet' thaf 
the  molt  ardent  gratitude  could  dictate; 
and  then,  fuddenly  raifing  her  head,  and 
liftening  attentively  a  moment,  fhe  fprun'g 
to  the  window  exclaiming—"  Ah  Dieu  ! 
void   mes   enfans."*    and  quicker  than 

*  "  Oh  Heavens!  here  are  my  children. 
'vol.  H  lightning 


I46  CLARENTINE. 

lightning  flew  down  flairs  to  meet  and 
welcome  them. 

In  a  fhort  time,  the  children,  attended 
by  their  French  maid,  appeared.  The 
two  eldeft,  who  had,  at  length,  famu 
liarized  themfelves  to  the  fight  of. Lady 
Julia  and  her  friend,  ran  to  the  former 
the  moment  they  beheld  her,  to  thank 
her  for  the  charming  ride  they  had  had, 
and  to  tell  her  their  uncle  was  coming 
immediately  with  Lord  Welwyn,  who  had 
promifed  that  they  mould  be  allowed  to 
dine  there — 

At  the fe  words,  their  mother  fearing 
herfelf,  and  calling  them  both  to  her^ 
threw  an  arm  round  each,  and  faid — 

44  Eugenie,  Pauline — Regardez  tout- 
ce-qui  vous  entoure — cette  charmante 
maifon,  ce  beau  jardin,  ce  coup  d'ouil 
delicieux  ! — Ehbien,  voiezapre-fantvotre 
jeune  et  genereufe  bienfaitrice !  Cell 
elle  qui  vous  comble  de  tout  ces  dons— 
vous  accorde  tant  de  bonheur  a  la  fois— 
vous  remets  en  poffeffion  de  tout  ce  que 
vous  appercevez?  Que  ferez  vous,  O 
mes  chers  enfans  pour  meriter  tant  de 
fcienfaits,  pour  exprimer  la  reconnoifance 
que  doit  vous  infpirer  un  exces  de  bonte 

fi  touchant! 
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fi  touchant !  Ah  !  tombez  a  fes  pieds,  et 
remierciez-la  pour  vous,  et  votre  heureufe 
mere!"* 

As  (he  uttered  this  injun&ion,  the  tears, 
which  (he  vainly  had  endeavoured  to  dif- 
perfe,  forced  their  way  in  torrents  down 
her  cheeks,  and  compelled  her  to  paufe. 
The  children,  alarmed  at  this  fight,  and 
but  imperfectly  comprehending  the  tenour 
of  her  fpeech  to  them,  looked  fearfully 
at  Lady  Julia  and  at  Clarentine,  as  if  to 
penetrate  the  caufe  of  their  mother's  ap- 
parent grief;  and  then  throwing  them- 
felves  into  her  arms,  fought  by  their  in- 
nocent carrefles  to  footh  and  calm  her 
agitation. 

In  the  midft  of  this  fcene,  Lord  Wel- 
wyn,  and  Madame  d'Arzele's  brother-in- 

*  Eugenie,  Pauline — Look  at  every  thing  that  fur- 
rounds  you — this  charming  houfe,  that  delightful  garden, 
that  enchanting  profpeft!  Look  now  at  your  young  and 
generous  benefactrefs  !  It  is  fhe  who  enriches  you  with 
fo  many  gifts,  provides  for  you  fo  many  bieflings,  and 
puts  you  in  poffitflion  of  every  thing  you  behold  I  What, 
oh  my  deareft  children !  can  you  do  to  merit  fuch  li- 
berality f  How  exprefs  the  gratitude  you  ought  to  feel 
for  an  excefs  of  kindnefs  fo  affe&ing  ?  Oh  1  run  to  her, 
and  kneeling,  thank  her  for  yourlelves,  and  for  your 
happy  mother !" 

H  2  lav. 
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law,  the  Chevalier  de  Valcour,  arrived. 
For  fome  time  fhe  was  incapable  of  fpeak- 
ing  to  them,  but  by  degrees  her  emotion 
fub Hiding,  me  regained  all  her  wonted 
chearfulnefs  and  vivacity ;  ran  over  her 
new  habitation  to  fhew  it  to  the  Cheva- 
lier, with  the  fame  alacrity  as  if  me  had  not 
vifited  it  before;  played  with  her  chil- 
dren; embraced  her  two  friends;  con- 
verfed  with  Lord  Welwyn ;  and  till  the 
hour  of  feparation  drew  near,  was  in  one 
perpetual  tranfport  of  wild  joy  and  en- 
thufiaftic  gratitude  ! 

Lady  Julia,  willing  to  give  her  friend 
leifure  to  fettle  herfelf  in  her  tranquil  little 
manfion,  forebore  calling  upon  her  the 
three  following  days:  but  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  flill  accompanied  by  Ciarentine, 
and  crowded  in  the  chaife  by  a  thoufand 
different  prefents  intended  equally  for  the 
mother  and  her  children,  fhe  determined 
to  vifit  her. 

Madame  d'Arzele,  when  they  arrived, 
was  fitting  in  the  garden  with  her  chil- 
dren, the  youngeft  of  whom  fhe  held  upon 
her  knees,  whilft  the  eldeft,  flanding  be- 
fore her,  was  repeating  to  her  her  morn- 
ing leffon.  At  a  little  diftance,  the  Che- 
valier 
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valier  de  Valcour,  mounted  upon  a  lad- 
der, Was  gathering  cherries,  and  throwing 
them  down  to  the  fecond  girl,  Pauline, 
who  with  her  frock  held  out  flood  ready 
to  receive  them. 

Lady  Julia  and  Clarentine  remained 
fometime  at  the  garden  door  to  enjoy  this 
fcene  of  domeftic  happinefs,  a  fcene  fo 
different  to  that  Clarentine  had  witneffed 
the  firfl  day  this  little  family  had  at- 
tracted her  notice  !  At  length,  however, 
Pauline  turned  her  head  and  faw  them; 
in  an  inftant,  forgetting  her  cherries,  fhe 
dropped  them  all  upon  the  grafs,  jumped 
nimbly  over  them,  and  uttering  an  ex- 
clamation of  delight,  fprang  towards  the 
fmiling  friends  with  open  arms,  and  led 
them  to  her  mother,  whofe  joy  on  behold- 
ing them  was  fcarcely  lefs  rapturous  than 
that  of  her  lovely  little  daughter. 

When  calmnefs  was  reftored,  and  the 
whole  party  had  adjourned  to  the  ufual 
fitting  room,  Clarentine  and  Lady  Julia 
had  an  opportunity,  for  the  firfl  time,  of 
judging,  from  their  own  obfervation,  of 
the  converfation  and  character  of  the 
Chevalier.  The  referve  ufually  felt  by 
perfons  of  a  retired  difpofition  when  they 

H  a  are 
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are  firft  introduced  to  each  other,  had 
now  given  place  to  greater  eafe  and  con- 
fidence— and  as  he  fpoke  with  lefs  re- 
ftraint,  they  anfwered  with  lefs  embarraf7 
merit. 

If  by  the  little  they  had  hitherto  feen 
of  him,  they  had  been  prejudiced  in  his 
favour  by  the  gentlenefs  of  his  manners, 
and  the  elegance  of  his  addrefs,  how  much 
more  on  this  interview  were  they  charmed 
by  the  information,  the  liberality  of  mind, 
and  the  kindnefs  of  heart  they  found  he 
poflelTed.  Attentive  only  to  the  willies 
of  others,  he  forgot  his  own  in  his  defire 
to  gratify  theirs;  without  officioufnefs, 
or  affectation,  he  was  the  moil  friendly, 
the  moft  aftive  of  human  beings  in  the 
fervice  of  thofe  he  loved.  Silent,  and 
grave  before  Grangers,  yet  in  the  fociety 
of  people  he  could  put  confidence  in,  he 
was  open,  chearful,  and  communicative. 
Detefting  from  principle,  and  averfe  by 
nature  to  that  fpecies  of  unmeaning  gal- 
lantry, fo  often  attributed,  with  reafonj 
to  the  natives  of  his  country  as  a  charac- 
teristic blemifh,  he  was  as  little  difpofed 
to  flatter;  as  he  was  to  wound.  Quiet, 
fimple,  and  rational,  his  expreffions  were 

di&ated 
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di&ated  by  fincerity,  his  condu£t  guided 
by  understanding  and  judgment. 

It  may  well  be  imagined  that  fuch  a 
man  as  this,  endowed,  in  addition  to  all 
thefe  advantages,  with  a  deportment  at 
once  dignified  andrefpe&ful,  and  a  coun- 
tenance the  mod  interefting  and  expref- 
five,  could  not  fail,  as  he  became  more 
intimately  known,  to  become  alfo  more 
particularly  approved.  The  two  friends 
were  enchanted  with  him ;  and  as  they 
returned  home,  forgot  their  ufual  fubje&s 
of  converfation,  Madame  d'Arzele  and 
her  children,  to  fpeak  only  of  the  Che- 
valier  de  Valcour. 


CHAP.     XII. 


DURING  the  remaining  three  weeks 
that  Clarentine  fpent  with  Lady  Julia, 
fcarcely  three  days  were  fuffered  to  elapfe 
without  vifiting  Madame  d'Arzele,  or 
fending  for  her  to  Welwyn  park.  In  the 
courfe  of  that  time  Lady  Julia  had  fuc- 
H  4  ceeded 
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ceeded  in  furnifhingher  houfe  completely 
not  only  with  neceffaries,  but  with  what 
to  people  of  cultivation  are  abfolute 
luxuries,  fuch  as  books;  a  well  chofe-a 
collection  of  which,  in  French,  fhe  had 
fent  for  from  town  ;  an  excellent  harp 
that  had  been  purchafed  for  her  by  her 
father  fome  time  before,  but  which,  as 
fhe  found  fhe  made  no  progrefs,  fhe 
readily  gave  up,  Madame  d'Arzele  being 
an  uncommonly  fine  player;  a  compleat 
fet  of  maps  for  the  children,  and  all  the 
mufic,  for  their  mother,  that  had  been 
bought  for  herfelf. 

Clarentine,  who  fince  her  arrival  at 
Welwyn  had  kept  up  a  regular  corref- 
pondence  with  Sophia  Delmington,  chiefly 
for  the  pleafure  of  talking  to  her  of  her 
French  friend,  had  likewife  excited  in 
her  and  her  mother  the  moft  ardent  wifh 
to  become  acquainted  with  fo  interefting 
a  creature.  Accordingly  foon  after  Cla- 
rentine's  return  home  a  day  was  fixed, 
and  her  aunt,  herfelf,  Harriet  and  Sophia 
all  rode  over  to  Mont-Repos,  the  name 
Madame  d'Arzele  had  given  to  her  peace- 
ful habitation. 

She 
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She  received  them  with  that  diftin- 
guifhed  elegance  and  good  breeding,  for 
which  the  women  of  high  birth  and  fafhion 
were  formerly  fo  remarkable  in  France. 
(Her  converfation,  in  which  gaiety  was 
blended  with  foftnefs,  f.nefs  and  plea- 
fantry  with  the  moll  delicate  fear  of 
offending;  her  countenance,  which  for 
ever  varying,  was  for  ever  attractive; 
her  cultivation,  her  talents  and  enter- 
tainment, all  gave  rife,  in  her  enchanted 
vifitors,  to  the  mod  unbounded  aftonifh- 
ment  and  admiration. 

When  the  firft  compliments  were  over, 
and  they  had  all  taken  their  feats,  Sophia, 
who  had  heard  much  of  the  Chevalier 
and  was  impatient  to  fee  him,  befought 
Clarentine  in  a  low  voice,  to  alii  why  he 
did  not  appear  ? 

"  He  is  gone  to  dine  at  Welwyn  Park," 
anfwered  Madame  d'Arzele,  "  where  I 
believe  he  will  fpend  the  evening." 

This  intelligence  feemed  by  no  means 
to  delight  Sophia,  though  fhe  had  the 
good  fenfe  to  difguife  her  vexation,  and 
occafionally  to  join  in  the  converfation 
with  all  her  accuftomed  fpirit  and  vi- 
vacity. 

H  5  About 
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About  an  hour  before  they  took  leave, 
Madame  d'Arzele's  two  little  girls,  anxious 
to  Ihew  Clarentine  what  a  delightful  Efcar- 
■polette*  the  Chevalier  had  that  morning 
put  up  for  them  in  the  garden,  prefled 
■her  fo  much  to  go  down  and  look  at  it, 
that  at  laft  fhe  confented,  and  accom- 
panied by  Sophia  left  the  room. 

Shortly  after  the  Chevalier  returned. 
The  found  of  voices  in  the  garden,  the 
laughter  and  the  gaiety  that  feemed  to 
reign  there,  attracted  him  immediately  to 
the  fpot,  where,  feated  in  the  Efcarpolette 
with  her  back  turned  towards  him,  he 
beheld  Sophia  holding  one  of  his  little 
nieces  on  each  knee,  whilft  Clarentine 
was  exerting  her  utmoft  ftrength  in  the 
agreeable  office  of  fwinging  them. 

Advancing  cautioufly  forward,  he  was 
at  Clarentine's  elbow  before  fhe  even  faf- 
pe&ed  he  was  returned.  Her  furprife  on 
feeing  him  would  have  led  her  to  utter 
fome  fudden  exclamation :  but  a  fign  he 
made  the  moment  fhe  turned  her  head- 
withheld  her  from  fpeaking,  and  induced 
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her  quietly  to  refign  her  fatiguing  poll, 
and  retire  to  a  greater  diftance. 

The  Chevalier,  whofe  health  and  ftrength 
rendered  him  fcarcely  more  adequate  to 
the  talk,  than  was  the  perfon  he  had  jufl 
relieved,  had  purfued  his  occupation  but 
a  few  minutes,  when  Sophia,  looking 
back  to  urge  her  friend  to  greater  fpeed, 
faw  him,  and  almoft  fcreaming  with 
aftonifhment,  fprung  from  her  feat  with 
the  two  children  in  her  arms,  left  them 
both  upon  the  ground,  and  ran  as  quick 
as  lightning  towards  the  houfe,  and  up- 
ftairs  in  an  inftant ! 

Extremely  amufed  by  this  brufque  re- 
treat, the  Chevalier  and  Clarentine  flood 
fome  time  laughing  at  the  caufelefs  terror 
her  looks  had  difplayed,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  drawing-room  toge- 
ther. 

Sophia  heard  their  voices  upon  the 
flairs,  and  moving  her  chair  back  as 
much  as  poffible,  fought  to  conceal  her- 
felf  behind  her  mother  and  filler,  in  the 
vain  hope  that  as  the  evening  was  begin- 
ning to  fhut  in,  fhe  fhould  efcape,  at  leaft 
for  that  once,  meeting  the  eyes  of  him 

H  6  whom 
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whom  but  a  fhort  time  before  me  had  fo 
earneftly  wifhed  to  behold. 

Clarentine  now  entered  with  the  two 
children,  and  the  Chevalier  the  next 
moment  followed  her. 

Madam  d'Arzele  no  fooner  faw  him, 
than  (he  exclaimed,  "  Ah,  voila  notre  bon 
Chevalier!"*  and  then  immediately  re- 
quefted  permiffion  to  introduce  him  to 
Lady  Delmington  and  her  daughters. 

Sophia  trembling  at  the  word  daughters, 
would  have  flipped  unperceived  out  of 
the  room  till  the  formidable  prefentation 
was  over,  but  was  prevented  by  the  two 
little  girls,  who  perceiving  her  defign,  put 
themfelves  between  her  and  the  door,  and 
laughing  called  out,  "  Ah,  Mademoifelle, 
vous  n'echap,perez  pas  comme  cela  !  Re- 
merciez  auparavant  mon  oncle  de  vous 
avoir'fi  bien  balanceT'f 

Sophia  finding  that  this  fpeech  drew_ 
upon  her  the  attention  of  the  whole  party, 
but  particularly  that  of  the  Chevalier, 
flopped    irrefolute-— coloured    violently, 

*  "  Ah,  here  conies  our  good  Chevalier." 
'.•f  "  Ah,  Mademoifelle,  you  muft  notefcape  us  thus! 
Pray  thank  my  uncle  firft  for  having  fwung  you  fo  well !" 

and 
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and  to  his  refpeftful  bow,  returned  a 
flight,  embarraffed  curtfey,  and  without 
daring  to  look  up,  retreated  haftily  to  her 
former  feat. 

Clarentine  followed  her,  and  leaning 
oyer  the  back  of  her  chair  was  beginning 
to  fpeak,  when  Madame  d'Arzele,  ex- 
tremely defirous  of  knowing  to  what  her 
children  had  alluded,  called  the  eldeft  to 
her,  and  afked  for  an  explanation. 

"  O  mama,"  cried  Eugene,  diftrefled 
at  the  confufion  fhe  had  already  occafion- 
ed,  "  Mademoifelle  Sophie  may  not  like, 
perhaps,  that  I  fhould  tell." 

This  anfwer,  though  bonnement  intended 
for  that  purpofe,  was  but  little  calculated 
to  filence  farther  enquiries.  Lady  Del- 
mington,  now  as  anxious  to  be  informed 
as  Madame  d'Arzele  herfelf,  queftioned 
Clarentine  fo  clofely,  that  at  laft  the  whole 
important  fecret  was  revealed. 

44  Ah,  mondieu!  n'eft-ce  que  cela  ?" 
cried  Madame  d'Arzele,  with  a  laugh— 
"  En  verite,  Madempifelle  Sophie,  il  n'y 
avoit  pas  de.quoi  rouger  fi  cruellement. 
Le  Chevalier  ma  balance  ce  matin,  dans 
cette  meme  efcarpolette,  une  demi  heure 

de 
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-de  fuite,  et  jamais  je  ne  me  ferez  avifir 
d'en  avoir  honte."* 

«  Nor  Sophia  neither,  in  all  probabi- 
lity," anfwered  Lady  Delmington,  fmil- 
ing,  "  had  Ihe  not  been  fo  much  taken 
by  furprife.  The  Chevalier,  I  think,  is 
entitled,  however,  to  her  belt  thanks  for 
his  politenefs  in  undertaking  fuch  an  of- 
fice, efpecially  as  he  was  difinterefted 
enough  to  do  it  even  unknown  to  the  per- 
fon  whom  he  obliged." 

The  Chevalier  laughed  and  bowed;  but 
forebore  dwelling  upon  the  fubjecl,  from 
motives  of  good-nature,  as  he  ftill  plainly 
faw  it  difconcerted  Sophia  extremely. 

After  this  firft  introduction,  the  Del- 
mingtons  foon  became  as  intimate  with 
Madame  d'Arzele  as  Lord  Welwyn  him- 
felf.  The  pleafure  of  having,  in  fo  near 
a  neighbour,  fo  agreeable  an  acquaintance, 
at  a  feafon  when  vifiting  was  fo  practica- 
ble; the  hope  alfo,  by  fhewing  her  all  the 
intereft  and  affeftion  Ihe  infpired,  of  fof- 

*  "  Blefs  me !  Was  that  all  ?  Indeed,  Mademoifelle 
Sophie,  I  fee  nothing  in  all  this  that  need  have  made  you 
blufh  fo  cruelly.  The  Chevalier  fwung  me  this  morning 
near  half  an  hour — yet  I  mould  never  have  looked  upon 
it  as  a  thing  to  be  afliamed  of." 

tening 
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tening  the  remembrance  of  her  recent  for- 
rows,  and  of  fupplying  to  her,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  place  of  thofe  friends  (he  had 
fo  unhappily- loft —all  thefe  motives  conir 
bined  occafioned  an  intercourfe  far  more 
frequent,  than,  had  me  been  in  more 
profperous  circumftances,  would  perhaps 
have  taken  place.  Lady  Delmington, 
though  fhe  rarely  walked  fo  far  herfelf, 
never  denied  her  daughters  or  Clarentine 
the  permiffion  of  doing  it;  and  confe- 
quently  their  vifits  at  Mont-Repos  whilft 
the  weather  allowed  it,  were  almoft  daily. 
As  the  winter  approached,  however,  they 
were  neceflitated,  of  courfe,  to  retrench 
them ;  yet,  even  then,  Clarentine's  warmth 
of  attachment  led  her  dauntlefsly  to  brave 
the  fevereft  temperature  of  a  December 
day,  and  with  fteps  as  light  as  her  heart  to 
fally  gaily  forth,  wrapt  round  in  a  long 
Pelije,  for  the  habitation  of  her  friend. 

A.t  thofe  times,  when  the  weather  was  too 
boifterous  to  allow  of  her  return  home  the 
fame  evening,  fome  fhepherd's  boy  from 
the  adjacent  village  ufed  to  be  difpatched 
■with  a  note  to  Delmington,  to  requeft 
leave  for  her  to  ftay  till  morning.  This, 
her  aunt,  rather  than  fend  the  fervants  and 

v     horfes 
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horfes  out  at  fuch  a  feafon,  always  con- 

fented  to  ;    and  the  more  readily,  from 

being  perfuaded  that  Clarentine,  whilft 

with  Madame  d  Arzele,  could  reap  nothing 

but  benefit,  and  enjoy  nothing  but  fatif- 

faftion. 

It  was,  during  one  of  thefe  bleak  and 
flormy  evenings,  towards  the  latter  end  of 
January,  that  whilft  Madame  d'Arzele 
and  Clarentine,  who  was  that  night  to 
fleep  there,  were  engaged  in  converfation 
before  a  chearful  fire,  the  former  fuddenly 
turning  to  her  young  friend,  with  more 
than  ufual  tendernefs,  faid — 

"  My  Clarentine,  for  you  now  allow 
me  to  call  you  by  that  endearing  name, 
explain  to  me  by  what  flrange  circum- 
ftance  it  could  happen,  that  you,  an  En- 
glishwoman, born  in  a  province  fo  re- 
mote from  our  coaft,  and  where  les  ufagei 
of  our  country  are  fo  little  known,  mould 
have  been  baptized  by  a  name,  which  to 
Englifh  ears  muft  found  fo  romantic;  and 
which,  though  abfolutely  French,  is  by  no 
means  common,  even  among  us,  fince  I 
never  knew  more  than  one  perfon  before, 
that  was  fo  called  ?" 

2  Clarentine, 
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Clarentine,  ftruck  by  the  tone  of  voice 
•with  which  Madam  d'Arzele  fpoke  thefe 
laft  words,  took  her  hand  the  moment  me 
paufed,  and  faid — 

"  That  perfon,  whom  you  mention  with 
fo  melancholy  a  look — was  fhe  dear  to 
you  ?'* 

"  Oh  !  dearer  than  any  being  upon 
earth !  She  -was  my  filler." 

"  Ah,  tell  me,"  cried  Clarentine,  with 
an  earneftnefs  fhe  could  neither  reprefs, 
nor  account  for ;  "  tell  me,  what  was  her 
ftory  ?  Why  do  you  fpeak  of  her  with  fuch 
emotion  and  fadnefs  ?" 

"  Alas !"  anfwered  Madame  d'Arzele, 
•"  in  adding  for  her  ftory,  you  demand 
more  than  I  have  power  to  grant.    I  never 
heard  the  exa6l  particulars  of  it  myfelf. 
Probably  they  were  concealed  from  me 
from  motives  of  prudence,  it  being  well- 
known  that  whatever  might  have  been  her 
errors,  I  mould  be  the  laft  to  fee  them 
with  that  indignation  they  feemed  to  have 
excited  in  every  other  individual  of  my 
family.     I  loved  her  too  tenderly  not  to 
pity  and  forgive  her  faults;  and  the  know- 
ledge of  them,  therefore,  was  deemed  the 
more  dangerous." 

"  Was 
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"  Was  it  by  an  imprudent  marriage 
fhe  thus  forfeited  her  parents  favour?" 

"  It  was — Ihe  formed  a  fecret  con- 
nection with  a  young  foreigner  whom  ac- 
cident introduced  to  her  acquaintance  at 
the  Engliih  Ambaffador  s,  during  the  ab- 
fence  of  my  father,  who  had  confided  her 
to  the  care  of  a  diftant  relation,  and  from 
the  hour  of  its  being  difcovered,  fhe  was 
caft  off  by  the  whole  offended  family" 

"  Good  Heaven  !  and  was  that  foreigner 
an  Englishman?" 

"  Indeed,"  replied  Madame  d'Arzele, 
"  I  know  not.     His  name  was  held  in 
fuch  deteftation  in  our  houfe  that  it  was 
never  mentioned  before  me,   and  when 
this  lamented  event  took  place,  I  was  yet 
only   feven  years  old,  and  confequently 
too  young  to  be  admitted  into  company, 
or  entrufted  with   family  affairs.     As  I 
grew  up  the  mention  of  my  poor  Claren- 
tine  was  equally  forbidden — an  impene- 
trable veil  was  thrown  over  her  ftory — 
her   fate  was  never  enquired  into — her 
exiflence,  to  all  appearance,  no  more  re- 
membered!" 

Clarentine,  inexpreffibly  agitated  during 
this  whole  converfation,  acquainted  with 

all 
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all  the  unhappy  circumftances  relating  to 
her  mother's  marriage,  and  petrified  with 
amazement  at  a  conformity  of  coinciden- 
cies  fo  ftriking  and  fo  Angular,  now,  al- 
moft  gafping  for  breath,  faid  with  the  ut- 
moft  emotion — 

"  I  cannot  be  miftaken — that  fifter, 
whom  you  fo  tenderly  lament — you  fo 
fondly  loved,  Glarentine  de  Celigni  was — 
my  mother !" 

Madame  d'Arzele,  ftarting  at  thefe 
words,  with  a  look  of  wild  aftoniihment ; 
of  mixed  doubt,  irrefolution,  and  extacy, 
gazed  fome  moments  at  the  weeping  Cla- 
rentine,  without  having  power  to  fpeak, 
and  then  exclaimed — 

"  Are  you  then — Oh,  God!  is  it  pof- 
fible?  Are  you,  deareft  girl,  the  daughter 
of  Clarentine  de,  Celigni  ?  of  that  fifter, 
that  friend,  whom  no  difparity  of  age, 
no  time,  no  abfence  could  ever  erafe 
from  my  remembrance,  or  my  heart  ?  Can 
it.be  true?  Oh  fpeak;  haften  to  aflurc 
me  once  again,  that  I  may,  indeed,  give 
credit  to  fuch  a  tale  of  joy !" 

Clarentine,  too  deeply  affe&ed  to  be 
capable  of  making  any  anfwer,  threw  her- 
felf  into  her  arms  with  a  look  that  fo  ex- 
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prefiively  feemed  to  implore  her  belief, 
her  acknowledgment  and  love,  that  giv- 
ing way  to  all  the  fulnefs  of  her  hearty 
Madame  d'Arzele  preffed  her  with  tranf- 
port  to  her  bofom,  and  bathed  her  face 
with  tears  of  the  moll  affe&ionate  fenfi- 
bility  and  rapture. 

The  relation  now  followed  of  Claren- 
tine's  whole  hiflory,  from  the  hour  of  her 
arrival  in  England,  to  the  prefent  moment. 
The  premature  death  of  her  unhappy  filler, 
which  till  this  explanation,  Madame  d'Ar- 
zele  had  buta  vague  apprehenfion  of,  filled 
them  both  during  its  recital  with  grief  and 
fadnefs,  and  moft  painfully  embittered  the 
firfl  fenfations  of  delight,  occafioned 
by  a  difcovery  fo  interefting  and  fo  un- 
expected. The  fequel  of  Clarentiile's  re- 
cital, however,  by  degrees  effaced  thefe 
melancholy  impreffions,  and  left  at  its 
conclufion  no  traces  upon  the  mind,  but 
thofe  of  gratitude  towards  the  friends, 
who,  from  her  infancy,  had  fo  generoufly 
protected  her, 

Madame  d'Arzele,  when  Clarentine  had 
ended,  embraced  and  thanked  her  re- 
peatedly for  her  fimple  little  narrative. 
Then  adverting  to  the  calamities  that  had 
driven  her  and  her  children  from  France, 

«  Till 
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«  Till  now,"  cried  ftie,  «  I  could  only  la- 
ment them  with  bitternefs  and  forrow. 
Methinks,  however,  this  moment  recom- 
pences  me  for  every  fuffering  I  have  en- 
dured !  Oh,  that  my  poor  father,  extin- 
guishing his  refentment  againft  the  mo- 
ther, in  his  love  for  her  daughter,  my 
fweet,  and  amiable  Clarentine,  could  have 
fhared.in  my  prefent  tranfports!" 

At  that  moment  the  Chevalier  de  Val- 
cour,  who  had  been  reading  in  another 
room,  entered.  Madame  d'Arzele  affured 
of  the  intereft  he  would  take  in  fuch  a 
communication,  inftantly  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  caufe  of  that  emotion 
their  countenances  ftill  fo  vifibly  betray- 
ed. He  heard  her  with  a  degree  of  fur- 
prife  fcarcely  inferior  to  that  fhe  had  her- 
felf  experienced ;  and  when  fhe  ceafed 
exprefTed  with  the  utmoft  warmth  the  joy 
he  felt  upon  the  occafion,  and  congratu- 
lated them  both  upon  a  confanguinity  that 
would  now  add  a  ftronger  tie  than  ever  to 
the  friendfhip  they  had  already  formed, 
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CHAPTER     I. 

*'  A  la  naive  franchife,  aux  graces  de  l'Infance 
Elle  joint  de  la  jeunefle  les  talent!,  J'Innocence  j 
Belle  fans  le  favoir  la  plus  douce  candeur, 
Regne  dans  fes  regards,  ainfi  que  dans  fon  coeur.'* 
Recueil  de  Poesies  Anonvme. 

SEVERAL  months  now  elapfed  in  (o 
calm  and  peaceful  a  manner,  that  nothing 
of  any  importance  feemed  to  mark  their 
progrefs.  All  that  occurred  during  that 
period  was  the  promotion  of  Frederick 
Delmington,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  to  a 
lieutenancy,  by  the  intereft  and  inter- 
ference of  Lord  Welwyn,  and  the  rife  of 
William  Somerfet  to  the  rank  of  poft- 
captain. 

Meanwhile,  Sir  Edgar,  removed  to  Ox- 
ford, and  more  rarely  feen  at  home  than 

3  ever, 


CLARENTINE.  \&f 

ever,  was  become,  during  the  vacations, 
a  diftinguiflied  favorite  with,  and  a  fre- 
quent vifitor  at  Lord  Welwyn's.  Alarmed 
at  the  progrefs  of  his  attachment,  and 
afraid  to  trull  himfelf  in  the  fociety  of 
Clarentine,  whofe  powers  of  attraction 
every  day  encreafed,  he  refolutely  denied 
himfelf  fo  dangerous  an  indulgence,  and 
glad  of  any  excufe  to  fhun  her,  always 
eagerly  accepted  the  invitations  Lord 
Welwyn  honoured  him  with. 

Lady  Julia -commonly  chofe  the  time 
of  his  refidence  at  her  father's  to  pay  a 
vifit  at  Delmington  Houfe,  Lord  Welwyn 
then  having  a  companion,  and  being  lefs 
relu&antly  induced  to  part  with  her. 

Once,  however,  on  the  very  day  of  Sir 
Edgar's  arrival  at  the  park,  being  feized 
with  fome  flight  illnefs,  fhe  fent  an  apo- 
logy to  Lady  Delmington  for  deferring 
her  promifed  vifit,  and  ended  her  note 
with  a  requeft  to  fee  Clarentine  imme- 
diately, for  whom  me  fent  the  carriage. 

Lady  Delaoington  on  this  occafion  was 
extremely  perplexed  how  to  aft.  To  deny 
Clarentine  the  permiflion  of  going,  at  the 
time  of  all  others,  when  her  friend's  in- 
difpofition   rendered  her  company,  moft 
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defirable  to  her,  fhe  thought  might  appear 
capricious  and  unkind,  efpecially,  as  fhe 
had  been  in  habits  of  fo  readily,  and  fre- 
quently allowing  her  that  indulgence. 
Yet,  when  after  an  abfence  of  three 
months,  when  Edgar  was  at  the  houfe,  to 
fend  her  to  it,  without  any  companion, 
Lady  Julia  ill,  and  no  other  woman  in  the 
family,  feemed  to  be  abfolutely  throwing 
her  in  his.  way,  and  voluntarily  reviving 
all  the  terrors  fhe  had  formerly  endured 
on  their  account.  Mrs.  Harrington  too 
was  hourly  expecled.  What  would  be 
her  indignation,  when  Ihe  heard  that  fuch 
was  the  imprudent  confidence  with  which 
fhe  trufted  them  together,  fearlefs  of  ob- 
servation, and  relieved  from  all  con- 
ftraint  ? 

««  No,"  cried  Lady  Delmington,  "  I 
muft  not  fufFer  it;  Clarentine  muft  re- 
main, and,  in  her  ftead,  one  of  my 'own 
girls  fhall  haften  to  Lady  Julia." 

She  then  inftantly  wrote  to  her  Lady- 
fhip,  to  inform  her  that  Emma,  not  beinj 
quite  well  (and  fuch,  in  fa6l,  was  the  cafe) 
Clarentine,  who  was  more  ufed  to  her 
than  any  body,  could  not  at  that  moment 
be  fpared ;  but  that  if  fhe  wiflied  it,  either 
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Harriet  or  "Sophia  fliould  be  fent  to  her 
in  the  evening. 

Lady  Julia,  to  whom  it  was  almofl  in- 
different' which  fhe  received,  fent  back  a 
verbal  meffage  to  fay  fhe  fliould  be  happy 
to  fee  either  or  both  the  Mifs  Delmingtons 
as  foon  as  it  was  convenient. 

Accordingly,  Sophia,  who  of  the  two 
flattered  herfelf,  and  with  reafon,  that  fhe 
was  preferred,  went  to  her  that  very  even- 
ing. She  (laid  about  a  week,  and  then 
came  back  with  her  convalefcent  friend. 

Anxious  to  communicate  all  fhe  had 
obferved  during  her  vifit,  and  habitually 
inclined  to  be  more  confidential  with  Cla- 
rentine than  with  any  one  elfe,  Sophia 
ran  into  her  room  the  moment  fhe  arrived, 
and  throwing  herfelf  into  a  chair,  thus 
began- — 

"  My  dear  Clarentine,  I  have  a  million 
of  things  to  tell  you  ;  come,  fit  down,  and 
hear  me  attentively." 

*  "  I  will,"  cried  Clarentine,  laughing — 
"  Now,  therefore,  fpeak." 

"  Well  then,  let  me  begin  by  inform- 
ing you;  that  I  have  made  three  extraor- 
dinary difcoveries,  one  relating  to  Lady 
Julia,  the  penfive  and  pathetic  ;  the  other 
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to  Edgar,  the  ci-devant  fp i rite d  and  gay  j 
and  the  third  to  my/elf,  the  madcap  and 
the  giddy-" 

«  Admirably  characterized  all  three !" 
faid  Clarentine — "  pray  go  on." 

"  You  muft  know  then,  that  with  re- 
gard  to  Lady  Julia,"  re  fumed  Sophia, 
44  whom,  of  courfe,  I  mail  fpeak  of  firft, 
I  have  found  out  flie  is  in  love." 

"  In  love! — and  with  whom  ?" 

♦'  With  that  identical  ci-devant  I  juft 
mentioned.  Whilft  I  was  with  her,  flic 
betrayed  herfelfa  thoufand  different  ways. 
To  enumerate  all  the  various  fymptoms, 
would  be  never  ending :  fymptom  the 
firft  however  was,  that  fhe  blufhed  when- 
ever he  looked  at  her;  yet,  Heaven 
knows!  his  looks  were  not  very  figni- 
ficant !  Symptom  the  fecond,  fhe  fighed 
whenever  he  left  her,  if  but  for  a  moment: 
fymptom  the  third,  fhe  faltered  when- 
ever he  addreffed  her,  and  yet  hated  to  be 
addrefTed  by  any  other.  Now,  all  thefe 
mtelligible  fymptoms  were  fo  vifible,  that 
I  fhould  by  no  means  be  furprifed,  if 
Edgar  underftood  them  as  well  as  I  do, 
and  had  clearly  penetrated  her  fenti- 
jnents." 

«  If 
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il  If  they  are  fuch  *as  he  wifhed  to  ex- 
cite," anfwered  Clarentine,  "  it  is  moll 
probable  he  has.  But  now  Sophia,  tell 
me  what  difcovery  you  have  made  con- 
cerning yourfdf." 

Sophia  laughed,  hefitated  a  moment^ 
looked  very  arch,  and  then  faid — "  You 
have  a  thoufand  times  more  common  fenfe 
than  I  have,  Clarentine,  and  therefore  I 
intruft  you  with  this  important  fecret;  but 
you  muft  promife  me  not  to  put  on  your 
grand JerieuX)  not  to  Jermohize  me.  I  allow 
you  to  laugh  as  much  as  you  pleafe;  all 
I  require  is,  that  you  do  not  fcold  me." 

"  I-  jhall  fcold  you,  indeed,"  cried 
Crarentinc,  "  if  you  keep  me  thus  long 
in  fufpence.  Confefs  your  fins  at  once, 
good  girl,  and  if  I  can,  I  will  give  you 
immediate  absolution," 

Sophia  ftill  remained  irrefolute  fome 
minutes- — changed  colour — walked  about 
the  room  with  an  air  of  the  moft  comic 
perplexity,  and  then,  fummoning  all  her 
courage,  and  fpeaking  very  quick,  fhe 
faid — "  During  my  late  vifit,  it  happened, 
for  my  fins,  that  your  odious  Chevalier  de 
Valcour  found  fome  pretext  to  come  to 
the  houfe  almoft  every  day-     At  one  time 
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it  was  with  a  book  he  had  borrowed;  at 
another,  with  a  note  from  his  filter;  the 
day  after,  with  thanks,  for  fome  little  pre- 
fent  that  had  been  fent  them;  enfin^  he 
had  always  the  art  of  being  well  received 
•when  he  arrived,  and  the  pleafure  of  being 
vifibly  regretted  when  he  departed.  Mean- 
while, what  was  to  become  of  me?  Often 
left  whole  hours  tete-a  tete  with  him;  whilft 
Lady  Julia  was  playing  the  Phillis  with 
her  Corydon,  and  my  Lord  was  fhut  up  in 
his  ftudy,  how  was  1  to  refill  the  preva- 
lence of  example,  and  fhew  myfelf  wifer 
than  my  neighbour  ?  In  good  truth*  I  know 
not,  for — I  did  not  even  try ;  but  trufting 
to  chance  for  its  efcape  from  infection,  I 
e'en  left  my  heart  to  its  own  guidance, 
and  before  the  week  was  at  an  end,  found 
I  had  irrecoverably  loft  it !" 

Here  Clarentine,  who  had  with  difficulty 
preferved  her  gravity  fo  long,  gave  way 
to  all  the  rifibility  this  account  -was  cal- 
culated to  excite. 

"  Ah,  my  poor  Sophia !"  exehu'med 
(lie,  "  this  odious  Chevalier,  I  am  afraid, 
was  much  more  Jignificant  in  his  glances, 
than  your  infenfible  brother  !" 

"  Not 
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"  Not  at  all,"  anfwered  Sophia,  eager- 
ly, "  the  worft  of  the  bufinefs  is,  that  the 
wretch,  though  he  feemed  diverted  by  the 
ftrange"  things  I  faid  to  him,  by  my  bruf- 
queries,  and  caprices,  never  loft  his  infup- 
portable  good-humour  a  moment, but  ufed' 
to  laugh  at  me  as  people  do  at  an  enter- 
taining, fpoilt  child;  call  me  always,  la 
jolie  Sauvage;  and  treat  me  with  fuch  an 
humiliating  fort  of  indulgence,  that  more 
than  once,  I  felt  tempted  to  fly  at  his  face, 
and  demand  fatisfa&ion  for  fuch  infuks." 

"  O,  come,"  cried  Clarentine,  "  if  you 
can  talk  thus  gaily  of  your  lover's  in- 
difference, I  begin  to  have  fome  hopes 
of  your  fpeedy  recovery  " 

"  As  for  that,"  returned  Sophia,  ,"  I 
put  but  a  feeble  dependance  upon  my 
gaiety,  for  I  do  not  believe  it  will  ever 
be  in  the  power  of  any  fentiment  of  this 
kind  to  bereave  me  of  it  for  an  inftant — 
yet  the  fentiment  may  ftill  exift,  and 
though  not  with  the  fame  folemnity  it 
would  in  a  fentimental  Lady  Julia,  may 
ftill,  at  times,  torment  me.  If  I  could, 
however,  but  for  one  moment,  fucceed  in- 
putting the  GheValier  into  njerious  faffion^ 
mike  him  very  fretful,  very  comfortlefs, 
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I  think  I  fhould  be  happy;  fince  the 
next  bed  thing  to  being  beloved^  in  my 
opinion,  is  being  feared." 

"  Being  hated  you  mean.  But  my  dear 
girl,  as  I  forefee  this  fubjeft  might  prove 
inexhauftible  if  purfued,  and  we  may  foon 
be  fummoned  to  dinner,  try  whether  for 
a  moment  you  cannot  forget  your  ingratet 
to  acquaint  me  with  the  third  difcovery 
you  talked  of." 

"  Ah,  true ;  I  was  very  near  forgetting 
it.      Know  then,  my  dear  Clarentine,  that 
i   have  one   concern    that  aftecls  me  in- 
finitely  more   than  all  the  indifference  of 
my  provoking  favorite.     Poor  Edgar,  I 
fufpeft,  has  got  into  debt  at  Oxford;  the 
terror  he  mews  whenever  any  letters  are 
brought  to  him;  the  agitation  with  which 
he  reads  them ;  the  difappearance,  in  Fre- 
derick's ftyle,  of  his  watch,  which,  during 
the  whole  time  I  was  at  Welwyn  Park,  I 
never  faw  him  wear;  and  more  than  all, 
the  continual   anxiety  obfervable  in  his 
countenance,  incline  me  to  think  I  cannot 
be.  miftaken.      Yefterday,   I    queftioned 
him  about  the  watch;  at  firft, he  anfwered 
me  with  embarraffment  and  confufion,  but 
on  my  preffing  him  ftill   clofer,  became 

quite 
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quite  angry,  and  haftily  left  the  room. 
He  is  new  to  all  this  yet;  but  if  he  begins 
fo  early,  habit,  I  fear,  will  foon  fami- 
liarize him  to  the-  uneafinefs  he  now 
feels." 

"  O,  be  more  merciful,  Sophia!"  cried 
Clarentine,  warmly-  "  If  he  is  in  debt, 
this,  I  am  fure,  is  the  fir  ft  time,  and  that 
very  agitation  you  remarked  in  him,  ought 
to  convince  you  it  will  be  the  laft.  I  pity 
him,  with  nvy  whole  heart,  and  wilh  molt 
fincerely  that  I  knew  how  to  aflift  him. 
Conceal  your  fufpicions  from  your  mo- 
ther, and  let  us  queftion  Mr.  Aukland 
upon  the  fubjeft;  he  mull  know  fomething 
of  the  truth." 

"  We  will  walk  down  to  his  houfe  this 
evening,"  faid  Sophia,  "  and  if  he  is  at 
home,  I  will  undertake  to  draw  the  whole 
fecret  from  him.  That  this  debt  is  for- 
midable, I  can  have  but  little  doubt,  lince 
ample  as  is  Edgar's  allowance,  it  is  not 
a  trifling  fum  that  could  diftrefs  him 
thus." 

Being  now  called  to  dinner,  the  fub- 
je£t  was  dropped,  and  they  both  hurried 
down, 

I  4  Their 


I76  CL4.RENTTNE. 

Their  meal  over,  Clarentine,  whilft 
preparing  to  fet  out  for  Mr.  Aukland's, 
luddenly»  recolle&ed  the  pockeubbok, 
William  Somerfet,  near  four  years  before, 
had  put  into  her  hands.  Though  fo  con- 
fiderable  an  interval  had  elapfed  fincefhe 
had  received  it,  fo  adequate  to  all  her 
fimple  wants  was  the  little  allowance  fur- 
niflied  her  by  Lady  Delmington,  that  Ihe 
had  almoft  forgot  me  poftcdcd  it,  and  had 
not  once  applied  to  its  content?. 

"  Now  is  the  time,"  cried  fhe,  as  fhe 
opened  her  defk,  "  to  have  recourfe  to 
this  fum.  Mr.  Somerfet  will  applaud  fuch 
a  ufe  of  his  bounty,  and  poor  Edgar,  per- 
haps, may  be  benefited  by  it  materially." 

She  now  took  out  the  pocket  book, 
and  unclafping  it  with  a  be'ating  heart, 
began  to  examine  the  notes  it  enclofed. 
They  were  three  in  number  of  ioh  each. 
Clarentine,  delighted  and  furprifed  at  her 
own  riches,  determined  inftantly  to  ap- 
propriate the  whole  to  Edgar  s  ufe,  if  fhe 
found  him  fufficiently  involved  to  re- 
quire it. 

This  to  her  who  fo  little  knew  the  value 
of  money;  who  had  never  till  this  mo- 
ment, 
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ment,  though  now  arrived  at  the  age  of 
feventeen,  experienced  the  want  of  ft, 
either  for  herfelf  or  her  friends,  Madame 
-d'Arzele  being,  by  the  liberality  of'Lprd 
Welwyn,  amply  provided  with  every  ne- 
cefiary  and  comfort,  was  no  very  great 
facrifice.  She  lived  too  much  out  of  the 
world  to  be  tempted  to  fpend  much  in  the 
vanity  of  drefs;  fhe  faw  too  little  of  that 
extreme  poverty  in  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages, which  large  towns  continually  ex- 
hibit, to  feel  any  fcruple  in  (pending  it  as. 
Jher  friendship  for  Edgar,  and  her  gratitude 
to  his  family  now  directed;  and  fhe  thought 
too- nobly  of  Lady  Delmington  to  imagine 
that  fhe  could  ever  be  taught,  by  being 
exiled  from  her  roof,  to  regret  having 
made  fuch  a  difpofal  of  it. 

Impatient  to  announce  her  refburces 
and  her  decifion  to  Sophia,  fhe  fafely  de- 
pofited  her  pocket-book  in  its  ufual  re- 
cefs,  and  haftened  down  to  the  parlour  in 
fearch  of  her. 

She  found  her  in  the  hall,  already  pre- 
pared for  their  walk,  and  waiting  anx- 
ioufly  for  her. 

Clarentihe,  excufing  herfelf  for  having 
detained  her,  took  her  under  the  arm,  and 
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they  left  the  houfe  together.  After  pro* 
ceeding  fome  way  a  very  quick  pace,  with- 
out allowing  themfelves  breath  to  fpeak, 
they  both,  by  mutual  confent,  paufed  a 
moment,  and  infenfibly  renewed  the  con- 
verfation  of  the  morning. 

"  You  have  not,  I  hope,  mentioned 
your  apprehenfions  to  Harriet  yet  ?"  faid 
Clarentine. 

"  No,"  anfwered  Sophia,  "  nor  do  I 
intend  acquainting  her  with  them  at  all. 
Harriet  is  a  very  good  girl ;  but  fhe  is 
not  extremely  fubjeft  to  compaflionating 
the  weakneffes  of  her  fellow- creatures; 
and  though  Edgar  might  not  care  much 
for  her  remonilrances,  I  don't  chufe  to 
render  him  liable  to  hearing  them.*' 

Clarentine  then  fpoke  of  the  treaftlre 
fhe  poffeued;  and  was  proceeding  to  de- 
clare the  ufe  fhe  had  refolved  to  apply 
it  to,  when,  haftily  interrupting  her 
with  a  look  of  mixed  incredulity  and 
amazement,  Sophia  exclaimed,  "  Is  it  pof- 
fible,  Clarentine,  you  mould  really  have 
fuch  a  fum?  Thirty  pounds  !  Good  Hea- 
ven !  when  did  Mr.  Somerfet  give  it  ybu, 
and  for  what  ?" 

Clarentine 
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Clarentine  hefitated — the  motive  that 
had  prompted  the  donation,  the  caufelefs 
fears  that  had  occafioned  it,  (he  was  un- 
willing to  own,  fince  thofe  fears  had,  in 
the  event,  proved  fo  totally  unfounded, 
and  might  lead  Sophia  on  hearing  them 
fo  juftly  to  acclife  Somerfet  of  illibera- 
lky  and  diftruft.  After  a  moment's  re- 
fleclion,  me  therefore  anfwered — 

"  He  gave  it  me  to  difpofe  of  when  I 
grew  older  either  in  a£ts  of  charity,  or  in 
any  other  way  I  chofe.  Hitherto  the  ob- 
jects that  have  fallen  under  my  notice 
have  been  fo  few,  your  excellent  mother 
fo  generoufly  relieves  all  fhe  hears  of, 
and  fo  abundantly  fuppliesme  with  every 
neceffary,  that  I  have  had  no  temptation 
to  break  into  the  original  fum,  and  fhall 
therefore  give  it  up,  without  one  mo- 
ment's regret,  to  your  poor  brother,  if  I 
find  he  requires  it.  Never,  my  dear 
Sophia,  muft  he  fufpeft  the  hand,  how- 
ever, that  offers  it ;  never  muft  the  reft  of 
your  family  hear  of  the  tranfa&ion.  Pro- 
mife me  on  your  word  of  honour,  folemnly 
promife  me,  never  to  mention  it." 

"  I  will  make  no  fuch  promife,"  cried 

Sophia,  «  it  would  fhock  me  to  think  that 

I  6  money 
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money  you  ca/i  fo  generoufly  part  with 
fhould  be  lavifhed  on  an  Unthinking  pro- 
digal like  Edgar V 

"  O  talk  not  thas  unkindly  of  him!" 
cried  Clarentine~j  "  fay  not  that  you  la- 
ment fuch  a  difpofal  of  this  Aim,  fince,  if 
in  thus  bellowing  it,  I  can  preferve  him 
from  the  neceffity  of  revealing  his  dif- 
treffes  to  his  mother,  I  fhall  think  it  but  an 
aft  of  duty,  a  retribution,  due  in  juftice 
from  me  to  his  family  " 

They  were  now  arrived  at  Mr.  Auk- 
land's  gate ;  Sophia  rang,  and  the  maid 
who  admitted  them  fliewed  them  into  a 
parlour,  where  alone,  and  pacing  the 
room  with  great  agitation,  they  perceived 
Sir  Edgar — 

Clarentine  extremely  furprized — dif- 
concerted  in  all  her  meafures,  and  at  a 
lofs  how  to  account  for  her  vifit,'  ftarted 
back  with  a  look  of  conficioufnefs,  and 
embarraffment,  and  then  flood  lilently  re- 
garding Sophia,  without  knowing  whether 
to  advance  or  retreat. 

Meanwhile  Sir  'Edgar,  eagerly  ap- 
proaching, feizedher  hand,  and  in  a  voice 
that  hetrayed  the  utmofi  emotion  faid— - 

"  Whence 
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e{  Whence  comes  my  deareft  Claren- 
tine  ?  To  whom  this  unufual  vifit." 

Clarentine  changed  colour,  and  faintly 
replied,  "  We  came  to  confult  with  Mr. 
Aukland,  to  afk  him  fome  queftions. 
Pray  is  he  at  home  ?" 

"  No,  but  he  is  expe&ed  every  mo- 
ment. Sit  down  my  Clarentine,  you 
look  hurried,  you  are  out  of  breath ; 
what  is  it  that  has  difturbed  yoa  thus  ?" 

"  How  apt  we  are,"  faid  Sophia  archly, 
"  to  attribute  to  others  the  fame  fenfa- 
tions  we  are  confcious  of  feeling  our- 
felves.  Clarentine  looks  the  image  of 
tranquillity,  Edgar,  compared  to  you!" 

Edgar,  extremely  difconcerted,  turned 
away  without  fpeaking  and  walked  to  the 
window.  A  filence  of  fome  minutes  fuc- 
ceeded,  during  which  Clarentine  obferved 
him  with  concern,  Sophia  with  curiofity 
At  length  the  former  rifing  and  follow- 
ing him,  faid  with  that  innocent  fami- 
liarity, and  undifguifed  affe&ion  fhe  was 
TAront  from  her  infancy  to  addrefs  him, 
u  you  are  unhappy,  my  dear  Edgar; 
you  feem  depreffed  and  melancholy ;  tell 
me,  as  to  one  of  your  oWeft,  and  your 

trueft 
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trueft  friends,  tell  me  what  occafions 
this.     Are  you  ill  ?" 

In  anfwer  to  this  enquiry,  Edgar 
fhook  his  head,  and  without  venturing  to 
look  round,  leaned  his  forehead  againft 
the  frame  of  the  window,  and  waved  his 
hand  for  her  to  leave  him.  Clarentine, 
diftrefTed  and  hurt  by  this  behaviour, 
now  refumed,  in  a  tone  of  mixed  for- 
row  and  reproach — "  Is  this  kind,  Ed- 
gar ?  Is  this  friendly  ?  Why  will  you  not 
anfwer  me  ?  What  is  it  you  fear  ?  Re- 
monftrance  ?  I  have  neither  difpofition 
nor  authority  to  utter  any.  Breach  of 
truft  ?  I  pledge  to  you  my  honour  never 
to  betray  you.  Then  be  fincere,  dear 
Edgar,  and  convince  me  by  repofing 
fome  confidence  in  me,  that  I  have  not 
wholly  forfeited  the  afFe&ion  you  for- 
merly profefled  for  me." 

*«  Oh,  what  is  it  you  afk  ?"  at  length 
exclaimed  he  abruptly  turning  to  her, 
14  what  is  it  you  would  know  ?  I  cannot, 
Clarentine,  I  cannot  make  the  humiliating 
confeffion  ?  Spare  me,  deareft  girl,  and 
queftion  me  no  more." 

'*'  Blefs  me,  Edgar,"  exclaimed  Sophia, 
«  if  you  are  fo  tragical,  you'll  lead  us  to 

fufpeft 
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fufpeft  I  know  not  what !  dome  let  me 
help  you  out,  and  by  guejfmg  at  your  fecret, 
endeavouring  to  fpare  you  the"  mortifica- 
tion of  revealing  it.  Look  at  me  a  mo- 
ment; look  at  me  well,  and  then  tell  me, 
■whether  all  thefe  qualms  and  agitations 
do  not  arife  from  your  having  contra&ed. 
fome  foolifh  debt? — See  Clarentine,  he 
colours  !  my  life  for  it,  I  am  right !" 

Edgar  was  filent  a  moment,  and  then 
in  a  low  voice  anfwered,  "  you  are  in- 
deed, Sophia !" 

"  Cefi  ce  qu'on  appelle  parler,  cela!" 
cried  fhe,  "  you  are  a  good  creature 
now,  and  I  feel  half  inclined  to  forgive 
you  j  but  you  mull  tell  us  firft,  how  you 
incurred    this    debt,    and    to    what    it 


amounts." 


"  It  amounts,"  anfwered  he,  fpeaking 
very  quick,  and  averting  his  eyes,  "  to 
ftool.  and  I  incurred  it  at  play  !" 

At  the  mention  of  fuch  a  fum  Claren- 
tine and  Sophia  turning  pale,  ftarted,  and 
in  filent  confternation  gazed  at  each  other 
a  confiderable  time.  At  length  Sophia  re- 
covering firft,  faid — 

"  And  what  Sir,  may  I  afk,  is  your 
plan  ?  Whom  do  you  mean  to  apply  to  ?" 

««  Not 
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"  Not  to  my  mother,",  anfwered  he, 
"  for  I  have  already  drawn  upon  her  to 
a  large  amount,  and  far  exceeded  the  fti- 
pend  (he  allotted  me..  Not  to  Mrs.  Har- 
rington, for  to  hope  from  her  any  thing 
but  reproach  and  infult  would  be  mad- 
nefs.  Not  to  my  college  friends,  for  with 
them  my  credit  is  exhaufted." 

"  Good  God !"  interrupted  Sophia 
with  quicknefs,  "  are  your  debts  then  fo 
numerous  ?  Do  you  owe  even  more  than 
this  200I  ?" 

"  I  owe,"  faid  he,  with  affe&ed  calm- 
nefs,  "  more  than  the  whole  amount  of 
my  next  half  year's  allowance,  that  is  ta 
fay,  more  than  250I.  will  pay  !" 

"  Independant  of  this  play- debt  ?" 

«  Yes,  utterly?" 

"  Heaven  "and  earth!"  exclaimed  the 
indignant  Sophia,  "  what  unheartl-of  ex- 
travagance !  450I.  in  lefs  than  a  year! 
I  could  not  have  believed  you  capable 
offuch  folly,  to  call  it  by  no»  worfe  an 
appellation!' 

"  Hufh,  hufh,  Sophia;"  cried  Claren- 
tine  mildly,  "  this  was  not  the  condi- 
tion upon  which  we  fought  his  confidence,  - 

the 
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the  evil  ispaft;  and  fince  we  cannot  re- 
medy, our  part  is  not  to  blame." 

"  Ah  !  deareft  Clarentine  !"  exclaimed 
Edgar,  extremely  foftened,  "  little  as  I 
deferve  it,  how  grateful  do  I  feel  for  this 
lenity  !  you  are  the  fweeteft,  as  you  have 
ever  been  the  mofl  beloved  of  friends ! 
How  is  it,  that  although  thinking  and 
acling  uniformly  right  yourfelf,  you  re- 
tain an  indulgence  fo  confiderate,  a  pity 
fo  confolitary  for  the  errors  of  others. 
I  was  almoft  in  a  ftate  of  defperation  till 
you  arrived';  but  your  voice,  your  looks 
have  calmed,  have  foothed  me,  and  once 
more  reftored  me  to  reafon." 

"  If  fuch  is  her  power  over  you,"  cried 
Sophia,  affe&ing  a  tone  of  farcafm,  though 
her  countenance  bore  vifible  teftimony 
to  the  gentler  emotions  this  fpeech  had 
excited,  "  it  had  been  fortunate  for  you, 
had  fhe  rather  been  at  hand  to  prevent 
the  lojs  of  your  reafon,  than  to  haften  its 
rejioration ;  but  tell  me,  which  of  thefe 
horrible  debts  is  moft  preffingi'" 

"  That  I  incurred  at  play,"  anfwered 
he,  "  there  my  honour  is  at  ftake — my' 
word  the  only  bond,  and  not  to  pay  it 

imme- 
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immediately,  would  be  to  difgrace  myfelf 
eternally." 

"  Very  likely;  but  how  are  you  to  pay 
it  ?  Had  you  any  purpofe  in  coming 
hither?  Any  hopes  from  Mr.  Auk- 
land?" 

"  Yes — T  meant  to  confefs  to  him  the 
whole  affair;  to  entreat  his  advice  and 
affiftance,  and  to  perfuade  him,  if  poffi- 
ble,  to  lend  me  half  the  fum  I  have  th« 
moft  immediate  neceflity  for." 

"  And  the  other  half?  How  is  that 
to  be  procured  ?" 

"  Do  not  a(k  me,"  replied  Edgar,  co- 
louring, "  be  content  to  know  I  have  re- 
fources  that  will  enable  me  to  raife 

"  I  underftand  you,"  interrupted  So- 
phia, "  refources,  Edgar,  you  ought  to 
blufh  at  being  driven  to  have  recourfe  to. 
Your  watch  I  know  is  gone; — fo  I  fup- 
pofe  are  your  books  ?" 

Edgar  was  beginning  to  anfwer,  when, 
driving  paft  the  door  in  her  way  to  Del- 
mington  Houfe,  where  me  had  been 
fome  days  expe&ed,  he  faw  Mrs.  Harring- 
ton, and  inftantly  retreating  from  the 
window,  drawing  Clarentine  away  at  the 
fame  moment — 

«  03 
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t;  O,  go,  go,"  he  exclaimed,  "  let  her 
not  fee  you  here  with  me — let  her  not  tell 
my  mother  where  you  have  been!  Go 
home  immediately,  I  conjure  you." 

"  Lady  Delmington,"  faid  Clarentine, 
amazed  at  his  earjieftnefs,  "'knows  where 
we  are  ;  we  have  nothing  to  fear." 
x'  "  She  knew  not  that  /  fliould  be 
here,"  returned  Edgar  with  encreafed 
perturbation.  "  She  muft  not  hear  of  it! 
Go,  I  befeech  you,  and  as  foon  as  I  have 
fpoken  to  Mr.  Auckland  I  will  hafteu 
back  to  Welwyn." 

He  then  opened  the  parlour  door, 
fhook  hands  with  them  as  they  pafled,  and 
hurried  them  away. 


CHAP      H. 

CLARENTINE  and  Sophia  arrived  at 
their  own  door  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  Mrs.  Harrington  had  alighted, 
having,  more  from  a  vague  idea  of  com- 
plying with  Edgar's  injunctions  than  from 

any 


l88  CLARENTINE. 

any  perfonal  apprehenfions,  hurried  ex- 
tremely the  whole  way.  In  the  hall  they 
debated  fome  time  between  themfelves 
whether  immediately  to  join  the  family 
in  the  parlour,  or  wait  till  they  were  fum- 
moried  to  tea.  At  length,  however,  they 
agreed  to  go  in,  and  compofing  their 
features  as  well  as  they  could,  opened 
the  door  and  advanced. 

Lady  Julia,  brightening  up  at  their  ap- 
proach, nodded  good-humouredly  to  Cla- 
rentine,  and  holding  out  her  hand  to  her, 
'faid— 

"  Where  have  you  been  all  this  after- 
noon, my  dear  girl  ?" 

"  At  Mr.  AuklandV  anfwered  Cla- 
rentine,  curtefying  as  fhe  fpoke  to  Mrs. 
Harrington,  who,  without  rifing,  only  re- 
turned her  civility  by  a  flifFbow. 

"  Was  he  at  home  ?"  faid  Lady  Del- 
mington. 

"  No,  madam;  but  hearing  he  was  ex- 
pected in  every  moment,  we  fat  down  and 
waited  for  him,  in  vain,  till  now" 

"  Did  not  I,"  laid  Mrs.  Harrington, 
"  fee  you  (landing  at  the  window  as  I 
drove  by?" 

"  Yes,  madam,  I  believe  you  did." 

"  And 
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<c  And  who  was  there  with  you?" 

Clarentine,  innocent  as  (he  was,  and 
ready  as  fhe  would  have  been,  but  for 
Edgar's  myfterious  caution,  to  anfwer 
unhefitatingly  this  enquiry,  blufhed  deeply 
as  it  was  uttered,  and  croffing  the  room 
as  fhe  fpoke,  upon  pretence  of  putting 
away  her  cloak,  replied  in  an  ill  aflured 
voice— 

"  It  was  Sir  Edgar  Delmington  you 
faw,  I  fancy,  madam." 

"  My  fon  ?"  cried  Lady  Delmington, 
with  quicknefs — "  and  what  led  him  to 
Mr.  Aukland's  at  fo  unufual  an  hour  ?" 

Clarentine,  ill-verfed  in  diffimulation, 
yet  but  too  well  aware  of  its  neceflity  in 
this  cafe,  affe&ed  to  be  ftill  bufied  in 
folding  up  her  gloves  and  cloak  at  the 
other  end  of  the  room,  the  better  to  con- 
ceal her  embarraffment,  and  keeping  as 
clofe  to  the  truth  as  fhe  could,  an- 
fwered — 

"  He  told  us  he  had  fome  bufinefs  he 
wifhed  to  confult  Mr  Auckland  upon." 

•  "  And  ,you  ladies  ftaid,"  faid  Mr6. 
Harrington  drily,  "  during  the  confulta-, 
tion,  to  -affift  them  by  your  wifdom,  and 
experience  ?" 

"  No, 
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"  No  Madam,"  cried  Sophia,  attempt- 
ing to  fpeak  jwith  gaiety,  "  we  were 
obliged  unfortunately  to  haften  away 
before  Mr.  Aukland  returned  !" 

"  In  my  opinion,"  faid  Mrs.  Harring- 
ton,  affuming  a  graver  look,  "  you  had 
no  bufinefs  to  remain  a  moment,  after  you 
found  Mr.  Aukland  was  out." 

"  Dear  Ma'am,"  cried  Sophia,  "  what 
harm  could  there  be  in  our  fitting  to  talk 
a  few  minutes  with  Edgar  ?  We  had  not 
— that  is,  Clarentine  had  not  feen  him, 
thefe  ten  days." 

To  this  Mrs.  Harrington,  though  me 
looked  extremely  difcontented,  did  not 
think  proper  before  Lady  Julia  to  make 
any  reply,  and  therefore  to  the  great  joy 
of  the  two  friends,  the  fubjeQ:  was  drop- 
ped. 

Juft  ast  y  were  fitting  down  to  flip- 
per, a  fervant  entered  with  a  note  for 
Sophia.  Her  mother  afking  who  it  came 
from,  fhe  faid  from  Edgar,  and  put  it 
into  her  pocket. 

"  Don't  you  read  it  dire&ly  ?"  faid 
Lady  Julia — 

"  No,"  anfwe red  Sophia,  "  it  can  con- 
tain nothing  of  any  moment." 

«  Read 
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*'  Read  it  notwithftanding,"'faid  Lady 
Delmington,  "  perhaps  he  wifhes  to  have 
fomething  fent  to  him." 

Sophia  drew  a  candle  near  her,  opened 
it,  and  found  in  it  thefe  words — 

TO  MISS-  S.  DELMINGTON. 
"  All  is  well  my  dear  Sophia.  Mr. 
Aukland  made  no  difficulty  in  fupplying 
me.  He  has  promifed  inviolable  fecrecy, 
Do  not  you,  by  any  imprudence,  betray 
me.  Adieu,  love  to  dear  Clarentine,  and 
am  yours  in  great  hafte,  E.  D. 

"  No  queftions,  I  hope,  were  afked 
after  you  got  home  ?  I  mall  breakfaft 
with  you  to  morrow." 

"  Well,"  faid  Lady  Delmington,  when 
me  had  done  reading,  «  what  does  he 
fay  to  you  ?" 

"  That  he  mall  breakfaft  here  in  the 
morning,"  anfwered  Sophia. 

"  He  was  not  wont,"  faid  Lady  Del- 
mington fmiling,  "  to  be  fo  formal  as  to 
give  notice  of  fuch  an  intention  the  day 
before." 

"  Neither,"  faid  Sophia,  anxious,  by 
giving  fome  plaufible  reafon  for  his  con- 
duel:,  to  preclude  all  further  enquiries, 

*'  was 
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«'  was  he  wont  to  be  fo  great  a  ftranger 
in  his  own  family  It  is  now  many 
months,  I  believe,  fince  he  partook  any 
meal  with  us." 

"  I  mould  be  loth  to  imagine,"  faid 
Lady  Delmington,  "  that  he  therefore 
confidered,  and  meant  in  future  to  treat 
us,  as  abfolute  ftrangers." 

"  I  am  fure,"  faid  Lady  Julia,  "  at  the 
houfe  he  is  now  in,  he  will  not,  at  leaft, 
be  encouraged  in  fuch  fentiments." 

«'  I  am  apt  confequently  to  fufpeft," 
faid  Mrs.  Harrington,  ftedfaftly  regard- 
ing Sophia,  whilft  fhe  fpoke,  "  that  Sir 
Edgar's  note  contained  intelligence  far 
more    interesting  than  was  imparted  to 


us." 


Sophia  turned  pale  at  this  infinuation, 
and  for  a  few  minutes,  a  general  filence 
enfued.  Lady  Delmington  was  the  firft 
to  break  it. 

"  Secrecy,  I  have  .often  heard,"  cried 
fhe,  "  always  implies  fome  wrong.  This 
perhaps,  at  times  may  be  true  :  but,  as  I 
have  never  been  in  the  habit  of  extorting 
my  children's  confidence  by  authoritative 
means,  and  as  I  am  perfuaded  there  may 
frequency,  between  an  affectionate  bro- 
ther 
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fcher  and  filler,  be  little  private  commu- 
nications interefting  only  to  themfelves, 
and  in  their  own  nature  perfectly  harm- 
lefs,  1  have  made  it  a  rule  never  to  inter- 
fere upon  thefe  occafions,  when  by  any 
aft  of  indifcretior>  they  put  themfelves  in 
danger  of  being  betrayed." 

There  was  a  -liberality,  a  kindnefs  in 
this  fpeech  that  immediately,  and  almoft 
unconfcioufly  impofed  filence  upon  Mrs. 
Harrington,  reftored  Sophia  to  her  ufual 
chearfulnefs,  and  afforded  a  moft  wel- 
come relief  to  poor  Clarentine,  who  from 
the  beginning  of  the  coriverfation  had  fat 
the  picture  of  terror,  not  daring  to  raife 
her  eyes,  changing  colour  every  minute, 
and  trembling  left  Sophia,  by  any  un- 
guarded expreffion,  fhould  excite  in  the 
mind  of  her  mother  a  fu-fpicion  of  the  real 
truth. 

Early  the  next  morning,  Sophia,  with 
Edgar's  note  in  her  hand,  was  at  Claren- 
tine's  door  :  after  reading  it  to  her— 

"  I  am  come,"  cried  fhe,  '<  to  diffuade 
you  finally,  my  dear  girl,  from  the  ge- 
nerous defign  you  yeilerday  mentioned  to 
me.  The  gift  you  propofed  bellowing 
upon  this  prodigal  brother  of  mine,  enor- 

vou  i.  K.  mous 
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•tpous  as,  from  fo  young  a  giver,  it  would 
feem,  cotild  in  faft  prove  of  very  little, 
if  any,  ufe  to  him.  He  acknowledges) 
in  addition  to  this  play  debt,  to  have 
others  of  a  yet  more  confiderable.amount. 
Can  you  difcharge  them  ?  And  if  you 
could,  would  it  not  be  encouraging  his 
extravagance  ?  O  Clarentine,  retain  this 
money  for  fome  nobler  ufe,  and  beftow 
it  not  as  a  recompenfe  for  mifconduft. 

"  No,"  cried  Clarentine,  "  I  had  a 
better  purpofe  to  anfwer  when  I  talked 
of  bellowing  it  on  your  brother  :  I  wilhed 
to  fave  him  from  public  (name,  to  pre- 
ferve  him  from  the  hardening  effefts  of 
open  difgrace.  Should  he  once  over- 
come the  dread  he  now  feels  of  reproach 
and  difcovery,  he  is  loft  for  ever!  This 
debt  paid,  the  others,  I  thought,  he  might 
difcharge  by  degrees ;  he  fays  himfelf 
they-  are  not  fo  prefTing  ;  a  little  firmnefs, 
economy,  and  felf-denial,  would  foon 
extricate  him  wholly  " 

*'  I  wifli  it  might  prove  fo,"  faid  So- 
phia; "  though  I  greatly  fear,  the  more 
eafy  he  finds  it  to  gain  credit,  the  lefs 

fcrupulous  he  will  become."  ' 

Clarentine 
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•Clarentine  haftily  interrupted  her :  "  I 
"have  no  fears,"  cried  fhe  with  earneft- 
nefs;  "  Edgar's  principles  are  well  known 
to  me;  they  are  naturally  thofe  of  rec- 
titude and  honour;  he  has  a  feeling  and 
generous  difpofition ;  and  though  his  paf- 
fions  may  be  ftrong,  and  his  conduQ:  may 
for  a  while  have  been  faulty,  his  head, 
and  not  his  heart  has  been  to  blame.  As 
a  proof  of  this  you  find  how  fenfible  he 
is  to  the  paft  kindnefs  of  your  mother; 
how  unwilling  to  take  further  advantage 
of  that  kindnefs;  and  how  ready,  fooner 
than  diftrefs  her  by  frefh  applications,  to 
part  with  all  his  valuables  even  at  the 
rifle  of  immediate  detection.  My  deareft 
Sophia,  fuffer  me  then  ft  ill  to  indulge  the 
hope  that  I  may  be  ufeful  to  him;  and 
fmce  you  will  not  lend  me  that  affiftance 
1  had  ventured  to  expecl  from  you,-  at 
leaft,  give  me  your  word,  not  to  reveal 
to  any  other  the  converfations  we  have 
had  upon  the  fubjecV* 

"  I  told  you  before,  my  bell  Claren- 
tine," cried  Sophia,  "  and  I  now  repeat 
what  I  then  faid,  I  would  not  for  the  uni- 
verfe  make  any  fuch  promife.  The  mo- 
ment I  have  reafon  to  fufpe£t  you  of 
K  2  having 
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having  been  guilty  of  fo  great  a  piece  of 
folly,  I  openly  confefs  the  whole  affair  to 
my  mother,  and  involve  Edgar,  as  well 
as  you,  in  a  general  difcovery.  Do  not 
therefore  accufe  me  of  unkindnefs  to  him, 
or  breach  of  truft  with'  regard  to  you. 
To  do  him  a  real  fervice,  to  oblige  you 
In  a  rational way,  I  would  fcarcely  hefitate- 
at  any  thing  :  but  mad  as  I  fometimes  am, 
I  will  never  contribute  towards  carrying 
on  an  affair,  for  which  I  fhould  fo  de- 
fervedly  merit  a  cell  in  Bedlam  for  life. 
To  prevent  all  poffibility  consequently  of 
your  perfi fling  in  this  defign,  I  now  fo- 
lemnly  declare  to  you,  that  unlefs  you 
give  me  your  word  of  honour  to  drop  the 
whole  fcheme,  I  will  this  very  morning 
make  Edgar  acquainted  with  it,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  put  him  upon  his  guard  againft 
receiving  any  money  that  may  come  to 
him  through  an  unknown  channel." 

The  ferioufnefs  and  earneftnefs  with 
which  this  was  uttered  terrified  Claren- 
tine,  who,  after  vainly  endeavouring  to 
make  Sophia  retraft  her  alarming  threat, 
promifed  to  think  no  more  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  but  to  let  matters  take  their  own 

courfe, 
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eourfe,  without  interfering   in  their   ar- 
rangement in  any  way  whatever. 

At  nine  o'clock  Sir  Edgar,  according 
to  his  appointment,  arrived.  He  looked 
more  chearful  than  he  had  done  for  fome 
time,  yet  ftill  at"  intervals  appeared  ab- 
fent  and  thoughtful.  Clarentine  almoft 
rejoiced  to  obferve  it,  fince  it  at  once 
evinced  fenfibility,  and  contrition.  She 
fought  not  however  to  fpeak  to  him  in 
private,  and  advifed  Sophia  to  obferve 
the  fame  caution. 

At  an  early  hour  he  ordered  his  horfe, 
and  irode  back  to  Welwyn. 

Lady  Julia,  as  foon  as  he  was  gone, 
threw  aiide  her  work,  and  invited  Cla- 
rentine to  walk  with  her  in  the  garden. 

After  converfing  fome  time  upon  ge- 
neral fubjects,  Clarentfine  obferving  that 
Lady  Julia  liftened  to,  and  anfwered  her 
with  an  air  of  inattention  that  proved  flie 
fcarcely  knew  one  fyllable  ihe  had  been 
faying,  fuddenty  flopped,  and  looking  at 
her  with  a  fmile,  faid — 

"  Pray  Lady,  Julia,  why  did  you  wifh 
for  a  companion  during  your  walk  ?" 

"  Why?"  repeated  Julia,  furpiifed  at 

the  enquiry,  "  Becaufe  I  hate  to  wander 

K  3  about 
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about  alone,  and  always  rejoice  when  I 
ean  find  an  opportunity  of  converfing 
with  you  without  reftraint." 

"  Of  meditating  with  me,  you  mean," 
cried  Clarentine,  "  fince  furely  where 
there  are  only  two,  and  where  one  only 
of  thofe  two  utters  a  fingle  word,  the 
term  converfation  cannot  with  any  pro- 
priety be*applied  to  the  trifle  ^  and  un- 
fupported  efforts  of  that  folkary  fpeaker." 

Lady  Julia  coloured,  and  preffing  Cla- 
rentine's  hand,  replied — 

"  I  acknowledge,  dear  girl,  thejuftice 
of  your  reproof.  My  filence  and  ftu- 
pidity  well  deferved  it,  and  I  afk  a 
thoufand  pardons  for  having  called  it 
forth.  The  truth  is,"  continued  me,  net 
fuffering  Clarentine,  who,  hurt  at  her 
ferioufnefs  would  have  interrupted  her, 
«'  my  mind  is  wholly  employed  in  reflect- 
ing upon  the  contents  of  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived this  morning  from  my  father.  Can 
you  keep  a  fecret  Clarentine  ?  If  you  can, 
I  will  tell  you  what  he  fays  to  me." 

"  Try  me,"  faid  Clarentine,  fmiling, 
"  and  I  hope  you  will  have  no  caufe  to 
accufe  me  of  indifcretion," 

Lady 
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tl  Lady  Julia  flood  fufpended  a  mo- 
Hient,  looked   confufed,  and  irrefolute  > 
but  on  Clarentine's  urging  ber  to  pro- 
ceed, at  length  went  on — 

"  My  father, — 1  would  he  had  fpared- 
me  fo  dangerous  a  confidence, — charmed 
with  the  re£titude  of  principles,  the  ele- 
gance of  manners,  the  noble  generofity 
of  character  fo  confpicuous  in  Sir  Edgar 
Delmington,  has*  he  informs  me,  after 
confultirig  his  mother  and  family,  en- 
tered into  engagements  with  the  former, 
which,  when  he  comes  of  age,  are  to  con- 
firm me  his  for  ever !  The  narrownefs  of 
Sir  Edgar's  fortune  was  with  him  »o  im-, 
pediment,  mine  being  by  the  death  my 
poor  brother  confiderable ;  and  Mrs. 
Harrington  having,  I  underftand,  in  con- 
federation of  this  alliance,  declared  me 
will  leave  us,  at  her  death,  all  me  pof- 
feffes." 

Clarentine,  who  had  attended  to  this 
communication  with  fparkling  eyes,  and 
looks  that  denoted  the  raoft  fenfible  de  • 
light,  now  affectionately  embraced  Lady 
Julia,  and  exclaimed — 

"  You  have  long  permitted  me,  deareft 

Lady  Julia,  to  call  you  by  the  name  of 

K  4  friend, 
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friend,  to  treat  you  with  the  freedom  and 
familiarity  of  an  equal.  Gur  Edgar,  you 
know,  is  as  dear  to.  me  as  a  brother. 
This  uniq*h,  the  moft  definable  in  every 
refpecl  that  could  take  place,  gives  me 
through  him  an  additional  title  to  your 
regard;  makes  ,me  your  fifter,  as  well  as 
his,  and  leaves  me  without  a  wifh,  except 
for  your  mutual  and 'lading  happinefs." 

st  Alas !  my   Clarentine,"  cried   Lady 
Julia,  fhaking  her  head,  "  you  little  fuf- 
peft  how  much  reafon  I  have  to  be  averfe 
to  this,  apparently,  unobjeflionable  mar- 
riage; to  dread  it  even,  and  lament  it 
ever  was  propofed.     Sir  Edgar  has  been 
informed  of  my  father's  future  intentions 
in  his  behalf,  yet  far  from  appearing  de« 
firous  of  profiting  by  them,  or  of  making 
himfelf  any  intereft  in  my  heart,  he  be- 
haves to  me  with  a  degree  of  indifference, 
of  negligence,  the  moft  mortifying,  and 
the  moft  offenfive." 

Clarentine,  fincerely  grieved  at" this 
.fpeech,  attempted  however  to  difguife  the 
concern  it  gave  her  under  an  appearance 
of  incredulity.  With  a  look  of  affumed 
gaiety  fhe  therefore  replied — 

«  How 
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K  How  difficult  all  thefe  lovers  are  to 
pleafe !  I  really  believe  there  is  no  paf- 
fion  makes  the  human  heart  fo  fufpicious, 
foperverfe!  Poor  Edgar  little  imagines 
he  can  have  merited  fuch  a  reproach ;  yet 
were  he  to  hear  it,  how  flattering  to  him 
would  it  be!  But 'tell  me,  Lady  Julia, 
and  tell  me  honeftly,  is  it  your  pride,  or 
your  affeftion  his  fuppofed  indifference 
wounds  the  deepeft." 

"  You  afk  me,"  replied  Lady  Julia, 
"  more  than  I  know  how  to  anfwer. 
When  he  is  prefent,  all  refentment  I 
find  loft  in  forrow;  when  abfent,  refent- 
ment, nearly  unmixed  with  forrow,  takes 
the  lead." 

"  I  underftand  this  diftin&ion,"  cried 
Clarentine,  "  and  am  now  convinced  you 
love  him  with  all  the  tendernefs  that  his 
thoufand  excellent  qualities  deferve.  This 
<:onvi£Uon  gives  me  more  pleafure  than 
I  can  well  exprefs.  Edgar  was  formed 
for  focial  happinefs,  for  domeftic  enjoy- 
ments. He  loves  reading,  delights  in 
female  fociety,  and  is  naturally  of  fp  af- 
fectionate a  difpofition,  that  to  have 
known  him.  married  to  a  woman  who  was 
K  5  not 
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not  truly  fenfible  of  all  his  worth,  would 
have  made  me  wretched." 

"  And  yet  Clarentine,"  refumed  Lady 
Julia,  "  whilft  he  perfeveres  in  his  pre- 
sent conducl ;  whilft  coldly  fubfcribing  to 
his  mother's  plans  without  being  anxious 
for  their  fuccefs,  he  continues  to  treat 
me  with  fuch  careleffnefs  and  apathy,  my 
fixed  determination  is,  never  to  become 
his  wife.  The  renunciation,  though  it 
may  perhaps  be  painful  to  my  heart,  will 
be  grateful  to  my  infuked  pride.  I  am 
fureofmy  father's  indulgent  acquiefcence 
to  this  refufal,  when  once  he  is  convin- 
ced lam  ferious  in  defiringit ;  andalmoft 
fecure  likewife  of  poffefling,  through  your 
early  leflbns,  my  deareft  Clarentine,  fuf- 
ficient  fpirit  to  enable  me  to  conquer  my 
own  regret,  fhould  I  feel  any  after  the 
rejection  becomes  public.  You  firft 
taught  me  to  overcome  the  habitual  in- 
dolence  of  my  character,  and  infufed  into 
my  mind  that  refolution  and  firmnefs  by 
which  I  hope  to  be  fupported." 

*'  I  fhould  be  forry  to  believe,"  faid. 
Clarentine  gravely,  "  that  I  had  beenfo 
wholly  miftaken  in  my  notions  oifirmnefSi 
and  rejclutiori)  as  to  inftill  irritability  and 

petulenct 
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petulance  in  their  place.     Aflure  yourfelf, 
Lady  Julia,  I  never  meant  to  recommend 
fuch    fubftitutes;     and   grieved    indeed 
ftiould   I   be,  could  I  imagine   that  the 
fentiments  by  which  you  are  now  a&uated 
had  originally  been  implanted  by  me.     I 
am  convinced- you    do    Sir   Edgar    the 
greateft  injuftice,  when  you  conceive  him 
capable  of  aflenting  to  the  views  of  his 
family  upon  motives  fo  mercenary  as  thofe 
of  mere  intereft  and  ambition.     He  may 
not  perhaps,  I  cannot  bring  myfelf,,even 
when    pleading  for  him,  to   flatter  you, 
feel  for  you  that  romantic    egree  of  paf- 
fion  you  feem  defirous  of  infpiring :  but 
of  this  I  am  certain,  he  admires  you  ex- 
tremely ;  he  appeared  fenfibly  touched  by 
the  relation   that  was  given  him  of  your 
kindnefs  and  benevolence  towards   Ma- 
dame d'Arzele,  and  her  little  family;  he 
reveres  and  loves  your  father  more  than 
any  man  he  knows,  and  has  the  fincereft 
value  for  you.     What  more,  in  reafon, 
dear,  dear  Lady  Julia,  would  you  wifli?" 
"  Well,    my  deareft   Clarentine,''  an- 
fwered  Lady  Julia,  who  although  fhe  h^d 
been  a  little  hurt  at  the  beginning  of  this 
fpeech,  could  not  forbear  fmiling  at  its 
K  6  conclu(ion3 
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conclufion,  "  I  may  have  been  wrong,  I 
may  have  been  unju,ft;  in  expiation-there, 
fore  of  thefe  errors,  accept  my  prbmife 
not  to  aft  with  precipitation  in  this  affair, 
mot  to  fuffermyfelf  in  future  to  be  guided 
by  pique,  or  irritability ;  but  to  wait  pa* 
tiently,  without  taking  any  fteps  in  it 
whatever,  the  moment  when  Sir  Edgar 
comes  of  age,  and  chufes  frankly  to  de- 
clare himfelf." 

Clarentine,  tranquillized  by  this  af- 
furance,  then  quitted  her  friend  to  fetout 
on  one  of  her  accuftomed  morning  vifit* 
to  the  family  at  Mont  Reps. 

Madame   d'Arzele  was  at  this  time  in* 
volved    in     much    domeftic   uneafinefs. 
Her  children,  in  the  eourfe   of  the  win- 
ter,  had  all    three  been  feized  with  the 
meafles.     The  two  youngeft,  at  the  end 
of  a  few  weeks,  happily  recovered:  but 
Eugenie,  the  eldefl,  had  never,  from  that 
time,  wholly  regained  her  former  ftrength, 
and  within   the  laft  month,  particularly, 
had   fo*  cruelly  alarmed  her  mother,  by 
(the   languor  and  feverifhnefs  which  con- 
ftan-tly  preyed  upon  her,  and  gradually 
undermined  her  whole  constitution,  that 
after    confulting   with-  the   phyfician  to 

whom 
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tyhom  Lord  Welwyn,  at  the  beginning 
of  their  illnefs,  had  recommended  them, 
ihe  had,  at  laft,  determined,  for  a  ftiort 
time,  to  try  change  of  air,  and  remove  to 
fome  little  village  nearer  the  fea-coaft.  At 
the  fame  moment,  however,  (he  acknow- 
leged  with  a  forced  fmile,  that  her  finaa- 
ces  not  being  in  a  very  flourifhing  con- 
dition, having  refolutely  and  conitantly 
reje&ed  all  fuch  donations  from  Lord 
Welwyn  as  were  wholly  pecuniary,  fhe 
was  under  fome  difficulty  with  regard  to 
the  expences  this  little  journey  would 
unavoidably  involve  her  in :  "I  expe6t 
a  fmall  fupply,  however,"  continued  ihe 
more  gaily,  "  next  week  from  a  friend  in 
town,  to  whom  1  lately  fent  fome  draw- 
ings of  the  Chevalier's,  and  fome  work 
of  my  own  to  difpofe  of,  and  the  inftant 
that  arrives,  I  hope  to  fet  out.  He  is 
now  actually  gone  to  Sidmouth,  to  look 
about  in  its  vicinity  for  fome  cheap  and 
eligible  lodging  for  us ;  and  when  you  en- 
tered, my  deareft  Clarentine,  I  was  wrife« 
ing  to  Lady  Julia  an  account  of  my  in- 
tention, and  its  motive." 

Clarentine,    arTefted    by    this    candid 
ftatemem  of  her  friend's  ernbarrafsments, 

and 
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and  extremely  defirous  of  exempting  her 
From  the  painful  neceffity  of  deferring  a 
plan,  her  maternal  folicitude  rendered 
her  fo  anxious  to  accomplifh,  now  be- 
fought  her  moft  earneftly  to-receive  from 
her,  in  conlideration  of  their  near  rela- 
tionfhip,  that  affiftance  fhe  had  reje&ed 
from  Lord  Welwyn.  A  friend,  fhe  added* 
had  enabled  her  by  his  liberality  to  make 
the  offer;  an  offer,  which,  if  upon  con- 
dition Madame  d'Arzele  would  ho- 
nour her  by  accepting,  fhe  would  ac- 
company with  a  promife  of  attending  her 
to  Sidmouth,  or  if  fhe  could  not  imme- 
diately be  fpared,  of  following  her  thither, 
as  foon  as  Lady  Delmington  gave  her 
permiffion. — 

"  You  will  want,  dearefl  Madam," 
continued  fhe,  "  fome  one  to  fupport, 
to  chear,  to  aflift  you  in  the  tafk  of  at- 
tending upon  your  fick  child;  and  who 
ought  you  fooner  to  chufe  than  her,  who 
loving  you  with  fuch  affe&ion,  and  feel- 
ing fo  deeply  interefled  in  all  that  con- 
cerns you,  will  take  io  much  pleafure  ha 
the  office  ?" 

Madame  d'Arzele  liftened  to  this  truly 
friendly    propofal   with   ftreaming  eyes, 

and 
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and  upon  Clarentine's  renewing  ber  en- 
treaties, at  length,  in  part,  accepted  it. 
Rejoicing  in  her  fuccefs,  and  as  prompt 
in  executing,  as  in  planning  any  purpofe 
of  benevolence,  Clarentine  then  took 
leave,  in  order  to  haften  home,  and  folicit 
that  approbation  fhe  was  fo  anxious  to 
obtain, 


CHAP      III. 


IT  was  fo  late  when  Clarentine  reached 
home,  that  on  her  entering  the  .dining- 
room,  fhe  found  the  whole  family  ready 
to  fit  down  to  table.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
till  evening  fhe  had  an  opportunity  of 
fpeaking  to  her  aunt  upon  the  fubjeci  that 
now  wholly  engroffed  her, 

Lady  Delmington,  but  too  fenfible  of 
the  inveterate  and  hourly  encreafing  pre- 
judices Mrs.  Harrington  had  conceived 
againft  her  unoffending  niece,  and,  con- 
fequently,  by  no  means  forry  to  embrace 

fo 
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fo  good  an  opportunity  of  removing  them 
from  each  other,   made  no  difficulty  in 
complying    with    Clarentine's    requeft.-^ 
She   offered  to   furnifli  her  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  of  money  for  the  journey, 
and  propofed  paying  regularly  for   her 
board  during  her  abfence.     To  this,  how- 
ever, Clarentine,  averfe  to  hoarding  her 
l^ttTe    treafure    in     fecrecy    any    longer, 
warmly,  but  gratefully  objected,  acquaint- 
ing her  aunt,   at  the  fame  time,   with  the* 
generofity  of  young  Somerfet,  and  the  ufe 
his  noble  gift  was  now  deftined  to  anfwer. 
Lady  Delmington  applauded  her  friendly 
purpofe;   exprefled   the   kindefl   anxiety 
refpefting  the  recovery  of  her  little  fa- 
vourite, and  encouraging  her  to  haften 
as  much  as  pofhble  fo  defirable  an  expe- 
dition, left  her,  to   rejoin  Mrs.  Harring- 
ton and  Lady  Julia. 

At  ten,  a  note  arrived  from  Lord 
Welwyn,  foliciting  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
the  whole  family  to  dinner  the  next  day. 
Lady  Delmington,  with  the  approbation 
of  Mrs.  Harrington,  accepted  the  invita- 
tion, and  wrote  an  anfwer  to  that  effett, 
which  fhe  fent  back  by  his  Lordfhip's 
fneflenger. 

The 
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The  next  day,  however,  Mrs.  Har- 
rington complaining  of  indifpofition,  and 
feeling  by  no  means  inclined,  either  from 
habitual  civility,  or  natural  good-humour, 
to  facrifice  the  flighted  perfonal  indul- 
gence to  the  gratification  of  others,  very 
bluntly  declared  —  notwithftanding  me 
therefore  reduced  her  polite  hoftefs  to  the 
neceffity  of  ftaying  at  home  herfelf,  or  of 
leaving  one  of  her  daughters  behind — fhe 
was  determined  to  give  up  her  engage- 
ment. The  young  people,  upon  this, 
"well  knowing  how  difagreeable  to  Lady 
Delmington  would  be  a  whole  day 
fpent  tete-a-tete  with  fuch  a  companion,  all 
offered  to  fupply  her  place.  She  was  too 
indulgent,  however,  to  liften  to  their  en- 
treaties; and  confequently,  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  Lady  Julia,  Clarentine, 
and  her  two  coufins,  fat  out  for  Welwyn 
Park. 

Among  thofe  who  formed  a  part  of  the 
company  they  were  introduced  to,  was  a 
Mr.  Eltham,  a  nephew  of  Lord  Welwyn's, 
juft  arrived  from  London.  This  young 
man,  born  to  a  fplendid  fortune,  already 
emancipated  from  every  fpecies  of  con- 
troul,   and    now   rendered    by    eircum- 

ftancesj, 
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fiances,  fole  heir  to  all  his  uncle's  landed* 
property,  was  as  remarkable  for  the  ele- 
gance of  his  figure  as  the  fire  and  anima- 
tion of  his  ever-dauntlefs  countenance. 
Pofleffing  all  the  boldnefs  and  intrepidity 
that  confcious  independence  and  impunity 
can  confer,  he  could  vie,  though  yet 
fcarcely  more  than  two  and  twenty,  with 
the  oldeft  practitioners  in  extravagance, 
folly,  and  diffipation.  His  manners  were 
eafy,  gay,  and  carelefs;  his  ccnverfation, 
when  he  wifhed  to  pleafe,  fpirited,  and 
entertaining;  and  his  underftanding, how- 
ever wild,,  and  flighty,  naturally  quick, 
penetrating,  and  brilliant. 

From  the  time  Clarentine,  who,  un- 
fortunately,  was  placed  oppofite  to  him, 
took  her  feat  at  table,  he  fcarcely,  for  a 
moment,  fixed  his  eyes  on  any  other  ob* 
jeet.  Her  beauty,  it  was  evident,  had  exr 
cited  his  utmoft  admiration;  and  the  un- 
affected modefty  of  her  countenance, 
where  no  fhame-faced  bafhfulnefs  ap- 
peared to  deform  the  native  ingenuoiif- 
nefs  of  its  exprefiion;  the  elegant  fim- 
plicity  of  her  manners,  and  the  graceful 
fymmetry  of  her  form — his  utmoft  afto* 
nifhment. 

Who* 
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Who  (he  could  be — or  how,  in  fuch  a 
fecluded  fituation,  fhe  had  acquired  fo 
diftinguifhed  a  fuperiority,  it  was  not  eafy 
to  imagine.  When  fhe  entered,  being 
engaged  in  converfation  with  another 
gentleman,  he  had  not  heard  her  name, 
and  therefore  was  yet  doubtful  whether 
fhe  formed  a  part  of  the  Delmington  fa- 
mily, or  was  only  an  occafional  vifitor 
at  their  houfe.  Impatient  to  obtain  fuller 
information,  he  feized  the  firft  opportu- 
nity, after  fhe  had  left  the  room  with  the 
other  ladies,  of  queftioning  Sir  Edgar 
upon  the  fubjeft. 

"  Allow  me  to  afk;  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  whe- 
ther that  lady  whom  you  fat  next  at  din- 
ner  was  any  relation  of  yours?" 

Sir  Edgar  anfwered,  that  fhe  was. 

"  Is  her  name  Delmington  ?" — "  Yes* 
Sir."—"  Does  fhe  live  with  you?" — 
"  Yes,  Sir." — "  Pray  then  is  fhe  an  or- 
phan ?" 

Edgar  never  very  tolerant  of  any  thing 
that  in  the  flighted  degree  bordered  upon 
impertinence,  and  particularly  provoked 
at  being  fo  freely  interrogated  refpefting 
Clarentine,  affected  not  %6  hear  this  lait 
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queftion,  but  turned  away,  and  addrefled 
himfelf  to  his  next  neighbour. 

Eltham,  however,  was  not  of  a  temper 
to  be  fo  eafily  difcouraged.  He  now 
therefore  openly  applied  to  Lord  Wel- 
wyn  himfelf,  and  fpeaking  to  him  acrofs- 
the  table — 

"  I  mull  beg,  my  Lord,"  eried  heT 
'*  that  you  would  indulge  me  with  fome 
account  of  the  young  lady  who  went  laft 
out  of  the  room.  Is  it  true,  that  fhe  has 
been  buried  all  her  life  in  the'difmal  fo* 
litude  of  an  old  country  manfion,  unfeenv 
unknown,  and  doomed  to  pine  in  ob» 
fcurity  and  negleft  ?" 

Lord  Welwyn  laughed.  "  The  difmail 
folitude,"  anfwered  he,  "  of  that  old 
country  manfion,  you  would,  I  believe, 
with  fuch  a  companion,  be  very  happy  to 
find  yourfelf  condemned  to.  You  are 
miftaken,  however,  if  you  fuppofe  fhe  is 
either  negkdled^  or  unknown.  Her  good- 
nefs,  her  accomplishments  and  beauty, 
have  all  rendered  her  an  object  of  uni- 
verfal  admiration;  and  I  meet  with  no 
one  who  has  ever  converfed  with  her, 
who  does  not  equally  refpeft  and  love 
her." 

?  Ah, 
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<«  Ah,  my  Lord  !"  cried  Eltham,  "  be- 
ware left  you  praife  her  with  too  much 
enthufiafm!  that  captivating,  that  be- 
witching face,  requires  not  the  aid  of  fo 
eloquent  a  panegyrift!" 

"  Her  face," -returned  Lord  Welwyn, 
"  conftitutes  one  of  her  leaft  perfections. 
She  is  chiefly  to  be  valued  for  the  quali- 
ties of  her  heart,  the  undeviating  truth 
and  rectitude  of  her  character.  She  has 
fpent  much  of  her  time  here  with -my 
daughter,  and  given  me  the  faireft  op- 
portunity of  ftudying  her  difpofition,  and 
appreciating  her  real  worth  !  Invariably, 
and  conftantly  has  fhe  proved  herfelf 
upright,  and  pure  of  intention;  affection- 
ate, and  gentle  of  mind ;  fixed,  and  fteady 
of  principle  !" 

"  Dear  my  lord,"  'exclaimed  Eltham, 
"  that  you  would  but  take  my  eulogium 
in  hand!  You  paint  in  fuch  glowing  co- 
lours, that  the  vileft  fubje£t  might  gain 
beauty  from  your  touch." 

"  Wait,"  replied  his  Lordlhip,  fmiling, 
"  till  we  are  called  to  tea,  and  in  pre- 
sence of  the  fair  Clarentine,  I  will  under- 
take the  tafk." 

«  I  diftruft 
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"  I  diftruft  you  a  little,  my  Lord;"  cried 
Eltham,  "  but  will,  however,  abide  by 
the  confcquences,  and  accept  the  propo- 
fal." 

Soon  after,  the  expefted  fummons  ar- 
rived, and  the  gentlemen  all  readily  re- 
paired to  the  drawing-room. 

Clarentine  on  their  entrance,  was  fitting 
with  Sophia  at  a  window,  in  earned  con- 
verfation.  Lord  Welwyn,  followed  by 
his  nephew,  went  up  to  her,  and  addref- 
fing  her  with  a  good  humoured  fmile — 

"  My  dear  young  lady,"  faid  he,  <*  I 
am  commiflioned  by  this  gentleman  to  re- 
new his  introduction  to  you;  he  fears  that 
during  the  buftle  of  the  general  prcfen- 
tation  that  took  place  before  dinner,  you 
may  have  over-looked  him,  and  much 
wifhes  to  be  more  particularly  made 
known  to  you.  Are  you,  at  this  mo- 
ment, at  leifure  to  attend  to  me  ?" 

Clarentine  half-laughing,  bowed,  and 
anfwered — 

"  Certainly,  my  lord." 
"  Why  then,"  refumed  his  Lordfhip, 
"  George   Eltham,    Efq.    approach   and 
hear  your  birth,  parentage,  and  educa- 
tion 
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tson  minutely  difcufled.  He  was  born, 
Mifs  Delmington,  in  the  year  17 — ,  of  a 
father  who,  dying  when  he  was  only  five 
years  old,  left  him  heir  to  an  immenfe 
eftate;  at  nine,  he  was  fent  to  Weftmin- 
fter  fchool;  at  fj  to  Oxford;  three  years 
after  to  the  continent;  and  here  he  now 
ftands,  juft  returned  from  Italy,  as  finifhed 
a  coxcomb,  and  as  compleat  a  man  of  the 
world,,  as  I  ever  had  the  honour  of  being 
acquainted  with.  Moreover,  till  within 
this  laft  twelvemonth,  he  was  my  ward, 
and  claims  the  privilege  of  calling  me 
uncle." 

Ehham,  at  the  conclufion  of  this  ani- 
mated encomium^  felt,  notwithstanding  all 
his  effrontery,  fomething  like  embarraff- 
ment.  He  attempted  however  to  dif- 
guife  it  under  a  forced  laugh;  and  turn- 
ing upon  his  heel,  fauntered  towards  the 
tea-table,  and  threw  himfelf  into  a  chair 
next  Lady  Julia. 

Meanwhile,  Clarentine  and  Sophia, 
extremely  amufed,  both  exclaimed  the 
moment  Lord  Welwyn  paufed — 

:"  A  very  inviting  character  indeed  !" 

*'  O,  you  know  not  yet,"  cried  his 
Lordlhip,    <<  half    its  merits !    He   can 

drink 
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drink  hard,  play  high,  fight  defperately. 
Every  new  face  he  fees  turns  his  head; 
every  artful  defigner  preys  upon  his  for- 
tune. In  love  and  friendfhip  he  is 
equally  a  dupe  !  yet,  with  the  fame  folly, 
few,  perhaps,  are  poffeffed  of  fo  much 
opennefs  and  undifguifed  extravagance 
as  my  gracelefs  nephew.  No  hypo* 
crify,  no  diffimulation  covers  the  mul- 
titude of  his  fins.  They  are  all  plain  as 
the  day,  and  public  as  the  fun!" 

"  My  Lord,"  faid  Sophia,  «  if  he^ 
takes  fo  little  pains  to  conceal  his  faults, 
you  have  at  leaft  the  comfort  of  knowing 
he  will  feduce  no  one  elfe  into  their  urac- 
tice*  A  character  fo  thoughtlefs,  muft 
be  incapable  of  employing  any  artifices  in 
order  to  mifguide  others." 

"  The  contagion  of  example,  my  dear 
Sophia,"  replied  his  Lordfhip,  "  is  per- 
haps quite  as  dangerous  as  the  force  of 
precept.  Where  there  is  youthful  gaiety, 
fpirit,  generofity,  and  qourage,  much  will 
be  overlooked,  much  pardoned,  and  I 
fear,  much  imitated.  Thoufands  are  at 
firft  fight  dazzled  by  the  brilliant  exte- 
rior of  an  agreeable  profligate,  who  never 
would  have  liflened,  for  an  inftant,  to 
6  .the 
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the  fallacious  logic  of  premeditated  fe- 
du&ion.  Eltham,  fetting  afide  his  morals, 
is  the  pleafanteft  creature  I  ever  knew, 
and  has  a.  fund  of  humour,  originality  and 
good-nature,  rarely  to  be  equalled. 
Can  you  imagine  then,  he  wants  either 
fubtlety,  or  argument  to  miflead  ?" 

Here  Clarentine  being  called  upon  by 
Lady  Julia  to  affift  her  in  making  tea,  the 
converfation  was  interrupted,  and  Lord 
Welwyn  rejoined  his  other  guefts. 

"  Mr.  Eltham,"  faid  Lady  Julia,  as 
Clarentine  advanced,  "  is  extremely  de- 
firous  of  knowing  what  you  and  my  father 
have  been  talking  about.  He  infills  upon 
it,  he  was  the  fole  fubje£t  of  your  long 
conference." 

"  Could  Mr.  Eltham,"  cried  Claren- 
tine, "  indeed  fufpecl:  this,  and  yet  want 
courage  to  liften  to  what  was  faid  of  him." 

"  I  fuftained  thefrfi  fhock  fo  ill,  "  re'. 
plied  he,  "that,  to  my  fhame  be  it  ac- 
knowledged, I  had  not  refolution  fuf- 
ficient  to  ftand  a  fecond." 

46  You  were  then  taken  by  furprife," 
cried  Lady  Julia,  laughing,"  fince  other- 
wife,  it  would  not  have  been  found  an 
eafymatter  to  have  difconcerted  you  fo 

vol.  l.  L  foon 
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foon.  A  few  animadverfions  upon  your 
cohdu6t,  or  a  brief  recital  of  two  or 
three  of  the  charming  anecdotes  that 
have  reached  my  father's  ears  refpe&ing 
you,  are  not  things  of  fuch  confequence 
as  to  confound,  or  abafh,  a  man  of  fo 
much  intrepidity.  They  are  rather  cal- 
culated to  excite  your  vanity,  as  fo  many 
proofs  of  your  gallantry  and  fpirit." 

"  Et  tu,  Brute?"  cried  Eltham  reproach- 
fully, "  upon  my  foul,  this  is  not  fair! 
Be  content,  my  gentle  Coz,  with  the  in- 
human mortifications  I  have  already  en- 
dured, and  rather  feek  to  re-eftablifh,  than 
to  fink  me  yet  lower,  in  your  friend's 
good  opinion." 

Then  turning  to  Clarentine,  after  a 
fhort  paufe,  "  Will  Mifs  Delmington," 
faid  he  fmiling,  "  permit  me  to  afk  what 
flie  conceives  to  be  the  a£lual  meditations 
of  the  gentleman  now  ftanding  at  that 
farthe ft  window?  His  eyes  feem  to  have 
found  a  pleafant  refting  place,  but  where 
may  his  thoughts  be  wandering  ?" 

Clarentine,  flatting  at  this  fpeech, 
raifed  her  head,  and  looked  towards  the 
fpot  he  had  alluded  to.  There  fhe  beheld 
Sir  Edgar  Delmington,  leaning  over  the 

back 


eLARENTlNE.  'l  1  9 

back  of  a  chair,  and  ftedfaftly  obferving 
her  with  a  ftern  and  angry  countenance; 
whilft  Sophia,  unconfcious  of  the  total 
difregard  with  which  he  heard  her,  was 
gaily  repeating  the  converfation  that 
had  juft  paffed.  between  Lord  Welwyn 
and  Clarentine. 

Shocked,  and  aftonifhedj  at  being 
made  an  objecl  of  fuch  gloomy  contem- 
plation, Clarentine  inftantly  arofe,  and 
haftening  towards  him  with  die  mod  anxi- 
ous folicitude,  befought  him  to  tell  her 
what  was  the  matter ;  why  he  looked  fo 
difturbed;  and  why,  when  every  one  elfe 
was  engaged  in  converfation,  and  feemed 
chearful  and  happy,  he  alone  preferved 
an  air  of  fuch  thoughtfulnefs  and  difcon- 
tent? 

"  You  are  not  offended  with  any  body, 
dear  Edgar?"  continued  fhe,  "  are  your" 

"  Gratified,  and  fodthed  by  the  kind- 
nefs  of  her  enquiries,  yet  afhamed  of  ac- 
knowledging the  real  caufe  of  his  unea- 
finefs,  Sir  Edgar's  countenance  imme- 
diately aflumed  a  gentler  expreffidn,  and 
with  a  fort  of  ferious  fmile,  he  anfwered, 

"  No,  my  deareft  Clarentine,  not  now- 

You  have  reftored  me  to  good-humour." 

L  2  »  But 
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"  But  what,"  cried  fhe,  looking  ear- 
neftly  at  him,  «  originally  difturbed 
you?" 

Without  anfwemng  this  queftion,  he 
extended  to  her  his  hand  with  an  air,  that 
feemed  to  folicit  her  forgivenefs,  but 
upon  her  reproachfully  refilling  to  accept 
it,  affe&ed  an  appearance  of  carelefs  in- 
difference, and  leaving  her  with  Sophia, 
walked  up  to  Lord  Welwyn,  and  the 
other  gentlemen. 

Clarentine  looked  after  him  as  he  crof- 
fed  the  room,  and  fhrugging  her  moul- 
ders, exclaimed,  "  You  have  a  ftrange 
brother,  my  poor  Sophia  !  He  really  be- 
comes more  unreafonable  and  more  irri- 
table every  day  !  It  is  impoffible  to  de- 
pend upon  him  a  moment,  for  whether 
grave  or  gay,  his  mirth  and  his  fadne'fs 
feem  equally  to  refult  from  whim  and  ca- 
price !" 

"  I  cannot  difpute  it,"  faid  Sophia, 
"  though  I  mull  honeftly  confefs  I  un- 
derftood  not  one  word  that  either  of  you 
uttered.  How  came  you  to  know  he  was 
angry  ?  /did  not  even  fufpeft  it." 

"  You  did  not  look  at  him  then,"  faid 
Clarentine. 

"  No, 
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*'  No,  I  was  too  bufily  engaged  in 
elling  my  own  ftory,  to  watch,  very  nar- 
owly,  every  change  of  his  countenance, 
tefides,  I  always  think  it  time  enough  to 
enow  that  people  are  angry  when  they 
ell  me  fo,  and  never  take  pains  to  find 
tout  by  their  looks.  What  theyy^j  is 
ill  that  concerns  me;  what  they  think  it 
s  feldom  worth  our  while  to  inveftigate." 

Clarentine  agreed  to  the  truth  of  this, 
but  to  account  for  her  too-apparent  readi- 
nefs  in  making  fuch  difcoveries,  repeated 
to  her  Mr.  Eltham's  farcaftic  obfervation, 
is  having  firft  directed  her  attention  to- 
wards Sir  Edgar  j  and  ended,  by  declar- 
ing with  fome  warmth,  that  me  was  fin- 
cerely  rejoiced  at  the  profpe£t  ihe  had  of 
quitting  Delmington  for  a  fhort  time, 
iince,  whilft  Mrs.  Harrington  refided 
there,  and  Edgar  was  fo  inexplicably 
gloomy,  and  unlike  his  former  felf,  fhe 
had  loft  all  hope  of  enjoying  any  degree 
of  happinefs  or  comfort. 

Before  Sophia,  who  feemed  much  hurt 
by  this  fpeech,  had  time  to  anfwer  it,  Lady 
Julia  fent  Mr.  Eltham  to  fummon  them 
both  to  the  card  table.  Clarentine,  very 
little  ufed  to  playing,  and  at  all  times  parti- 

L  3  cularly 
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larly  averfe  to  it,  immediately  excufed 
herfelf  upon  the  plea  of  ignorance,  and 
entreated  Sophia,  who  was  rifing,  to  fol- 
low Mr  Eltham,  to  apologize  to  Lady 
Julia  for  her. 

As  foon  aa  they  were  gone,  taking  up 
a  candle  that  was  placed  near  the  door,  fhe 
dole  unperceived  out  of  the  room,  and 
knowing  perfectly  the  difpofition  of  every 
apartment  in  the  houfe,  haftened  down  to 
the  library.  There,  feating  herfelf  at  the 
table,  fhe  fele&ed  from  a  number  of, 
books  which  were  fcattered  over  it  the 
charming  poem,  entitled  "  the  Pleafures 
of  Memory,"  and  foon  forgot,  in  the  de- 
light with  which  fhe  perufed  it,  the  mo- 
mentary chagrin  fhe  had  experienced. 

From  this  interefting  employment  fhe 
was  prefently  difturbed  by  the  found  of 
approaching  footfteps  in  the  adjoining 
room;  fiie  liftened  attentively,  when, 
equally  to  her  furprife  and  vexation,  the 
door  was  fuddenly  thrown  open,  and  Mr. 
Eltham  appeared. 

Affefting  an  air  of  aftonifhment  as  he 
approached  her,  "  Good  God,  Mifs  Del- 
mington,'>  exclaimed  he,  "  how  long 
have  you  been  here?  I  left  every  body 

in 
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fn  the  drawing- room  wondering  at  your 
abfence,  and  in  pain  for  you  left  you 
fhould  be  ill." 

"  It  is  time  then,"  faid  Clarentine, 
who  from  the  moment  of  his  entrance  had 
rifen,  and  now.  advanced  towards  the 
door,  "  I  fhould,  by  returning,  put  an 
end  to  their  conjectures." 

Firft,"  cried  he,  attempting  to  take  her 
hand,  "  tell  me  you  forgive  this  intrufiony 
and  fliew  me  what  book  you  were  read- 
ing. 

"  You  will  find  it  upon  the  table,'" 
faid  (he,  again  advancing  forward,  "  and 
as  you  do  not  play  this  evening,  1  would 
recommend  it  to  your  perufal." 

"  But  ftay  with  me  then,  Mifs  Del- 
mington,"  cried  he,  "  and  whilft  they  are 
all  fo  earneftly  engaged  above,  let  us 
read  it  together." 

M  What  ?  and  leave  every  body  in 
fuch  pain  about  my  health  ?"  cried  Cla- 
rentine fmiling ;  "  O  no,  Mr.  Eltham, 
you  cannot  wifh  it,  I  am  fure." 

So  faying,  as  he  had  no  farther  pre- 
tence to  withhold  her,  fhe  immediately 
fcft  the    room,    and   foon   found  herfelf 

L  4  beyond 
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beyond  his  reach,  and  quietly  feated  by 
the  fide  of  Lady  Julia. 
*  To  the  numerous  queftions  that  were 
now  afted  her,  concerning  her  fudden 
difappearance,  fhe  made  fuch  flight  an- 
fwers,  as  in  a  very  fhort  time  prevented 
further  enquiries;  and  finding  foon  after 
that  Eltham,  who  was  already  returned, 
and  it  was  plain  had  merely  left  the  room 
in  .pur  fait  ot  her,  fat  the  only  difengaged 
perfon  prefent  except  herfelf,  and  anxi- 
oufly  fought  to  draw  her  into  converfa- 
tion,  fhe  determined,  in  order  to  free 
herfelf  from  his  attentions,  to  propofe 
playing  alfo,  when  it  would  be  impofli- 
ble  for  him  to  attach  himfelf  to  her,  more 
particularly  than  to  any  one  elfe. 

For  this  purpofe,  at  the  beginning  of 
a  new  deal,  {he  begged  Harriet  and  So- 
phia would  make  room  for  her  between 
them,  and  requefted  permiflion  to  join  in 
the  game.  Glad  to  encreafe  their  num- 
ber, as  at  what  they  were  playing,  they 
were  at  liberty  to  admit  as  many  as  they 
chofe,  they  immediately  confented,  and 
accordingly  me  took,  her  place,  fully  re- 
folved  not  to  quit  it  till  the  whole  party 
broke  up. 

Eltham, 
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Eltham,  by  this  manoeuvre,  left  totally 
to  his  own  inventions,  and  but  ill-fkilled 
apparently  in  the  happy  art  of  abftratt- 
ing  his  thoughts  in  a  large  company  from 
furrounding  obje&s,  to  dire&them  folely 
towards  fuch  points  as  were  likely  to  af- 
ford him  amufement  from  within,  foon 
grew  weary  of  the  comparative  folitude 
of  his  fituation,  and  once  more  abruptly 
rifing,  went  back  to  the  library,  where  he 
remained  till  Lady  Delmington's  carriage 
drove  to  the  door. 

Haftily  palling  Lady  Julia,  whom  on 
his  return  to  the  drawing-room  he  met 
going  down  ftairs,  conduced  by  Sir  Ed- 
gar, he  advanced  eagerly  towards  Cla- 
rentine,  and  affiftingher  in  putting  on  her 
cloak,  took  her  hand,  and  leading  her 
forward,  faid,  <c  Well,  Mifs  Delmington, 
1  have  been  looking  into  the  charming 
poem  you  recommended  to  me,  and  am 
extremely  pleafed  with  it.  If,  as  I  ima- 
gine, you  have  not  yet  concluded  it,  I 
will  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  bringing  it 
to  you  to-morrow  morning." 

<c  I  beg  you  would  not  give  yourfelf 

fo   much  trouble,  Sir,"  faid  Clarentine, 

L  5  «  Lady, 
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"  Lady  Julia  will  perhaps  fend  for  it  her- 
felf,  and  then — 

"  My  dear  Madam,"  interrupted  he. 
laughing,  <c  it  were  vain  for  you  to  at- 
tempt oppofing  myintrufion  at  your  houfe, 
fince,  independent  of  the  pleafure  I  mail 
have  in  paying  my  refpe&s  to  Lady  DeJ- 
mington  and  yourfelf,  I  have  yet  ano- 
ther apology  for  my  vifks,  in  the  perfon, 
of  Lady  Julia,  to  whom  my  near  rela- 
tionfhip  entitles  me,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
become  an  occafional  tormentor  as  long 
as  my  residence  in  her  vicinity  admits  it, 
You  find,  therefore,  that  your  cafe  is  def- 
perate.  Arm  yourfelf  then  with  patience 
and  refignation," 

Then  putting  her  into  the  carriage,  and 
wifhing  her  good- night,  he  made  a  gene- 
ral bow  to  the  reft  of  the  party,  and  ran 
back  into  the  haufe. 

During  their  ride  home,  Clarentine, 
who  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  the 
fingularity  of  his  laft  fpeech,  repeated  it 
to  Lady  Julia,  and  at  the  fame  time  gave 
her  fome  account  of  what  had  paffed  be- 
tween them  in  the  library.  This  recital 
at  once  explained  to  them  all  his  reafon 
for  refuting  to  play ;  and  led  them  after- 
wards 
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wards,  in  a  ftrain  of  goocUhumoured; 
raillery,  to  congratulate  Clarentine  upon 
the  conqueft  fhe  had  made. 

"  A  conqueft,  however,"  cried  Sophia* 
"not  to  be  very  confidently  relied  upon, 
I  fear,  if  Lord  Welwyn's  report,  at  leaft, 
is  to  be  credited.^  I  am  really  forry  for 
it;  his  vivacity  delights  me,  and  I  fhould 
be  extremely  pleafed  with  fuch  a<  relation. 
Try  whether  you  cannot  fix  him,  Claren-. 
tine;  it  would  be  laying  us  all  under  the. 
higheft  obligations ;  for,  if  he  ftaid  in  the 
country,  how  enchantingly  would  he  en-, 
liven  our  winter  parties  !" 

"  With  fuch  favourable  difpofitions  to-? 
wards  him,"  anfwered  Clarentine,  "you 
are  more  likely  than  any  other  to  fuc- 
ceed  yourfelf.  By  all  means  therefore* 
let  me  advife  you, to  make  the  experi-, 


ment." 


"  O,  me  ?  why,  my  dear  girl,  he  paid  me; 
no  more  attention  than  if  I  had  not  been 
in  the  room,  and  fcarcely  looked  at  me 
the  whole  day." 

"  So  much  the  better,"  faid  Clarentine, 

"  you  may  conclude  therefore  •  that   his,- 

negieft  was  accidental,  and  arofe  rather 
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from  his  own  want  of  penetration  than 
your  want  of  attractions.*' 

<f  Very  true,"  cried  Sophia,  affecting 
great  fatisfa&ion  at  this  encouraging 
fpeech,  "  I  did  not  think  of  that  before. 
You  are  a  clever  girl,  Clarentine ;  and  I 
give  you  infinite  credit  for  the  juftice  of 
the  remark.  To-morrow  then,  if  this  un- 
courteous  knight  defigns  to  honour  us  with 
a  vifit,  I  may  hope,  (you  abfent  however, 
and  myfelf  fet  off,  to  the  beft  advantage) 
to  make  a  greater  impreffion  upon  him  ! — 
aye,  that  will  do  extremely  well:  and  I 
fhall  be  almofi  as  well  pleafed  as  if  any 
other  had  won  the  day."* 

Thus  did  this  light-hearted  and  happy 
girl  run  on  till  the  carriage  flopped,  when 
bidding  her  companions  compofe  their 
countenances,  that  Mrs.  Harrington  might 
not  be  (hocked  by  too  great  an  appear- 
ance of  gaiety,  they  alighted,'  and  gravely 
proceeded  towards  the  fupper  room. 

■Lady  Belmington,  who  was  reading 
aloud  when  they  entered,  received  them 
with  her  accuftorfied  cordiality  and  kind- 
nefs;  but  Mrs.  Harrington,  an  adept  in 
the  illiberal  art  of  mifconftruing  appear- 
ances., inftantly  obferving,  notwithftand. 

6  ing 
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higher  endeavours  to  conceal  it,  an  un- 
common tendency  to  rifibility  in  Sophia's 
face,  drily  remarked,  as  foon  as  they  fat 
down,  that  fhe  was  glad  to  perceive  their 
concern  for  thofe  they  had  left  at  home 
did  not  feem  at  -all  to  have  affe&ed  their 
fpirits,  at  leaft,  if  me  might  judge  by  the 
happy  unconcern  that  fhewed  itfelf  in 
their  countenances. 

"  Dear  ma'am,"  faid  Sophia  giddily, 
«  I  am  fure  that  did  not  contribute  to 
enliven  us;  I  dare  fay  we  none  of  us 
ever  thought  of  the  matter.  I  hope  how- 
ever," added  fhe,  "  you  find  yourfelf 
better  this  evening?" 

Though  uttered  haftily,  without  re- 
flection, and  without  defign,  this  unfor- 
tunate fpeech  put  the  finifhing  ftroke  to 
poor  Sophia's  difgrace.  Mrs.  Harring- 
ton's remonftrances  upon  it  were  pointed 
and  fevere;  even  Clarentine  and  Harriet 
were  not  exempted  from  her  difpleafure: 
but,  though  they  had  both  obferved  the 
ftriftefl  filence  from  the  moment  of  their 
entrance,  found  themfelves  unexpectedly 
involved  in  it,  merely  for  having  omitted, 
when  they  came  in,  the  ceremonious  and 
infignificant  etiquette  of   enquiring  how 

(he 
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{he  did  before  t?hey  ventured  to  feat  them- 
felves. 

So  long,  and  fo  tedious  were  her  re- 
proaches upon  this  fubjeft,-  that  Lady- 
Julia,  utterly  unaccuftomed  to  fuch  lec- 
tures, and  wearied  beyond  meafure  at  its 
duration,  rung  for  her  woman  before  it 
was  half  over,  and  curtfying  in  filence. 
to  Lady  Delmington,haftened  to  her  own 
room. 

Not  daring  to  follow  her  example,  the. 
ill-fated  trio,  now  opprefTed  and  fad- 
dened,  fat  down  to  fupper  as  foon  as  {he 
was  gone,  and  though  all  appetite  was 
loir,  and  to  eat  was  out  of  the  queftion,- 
preferved  a,  tolerable  good  countenance 
til  1  the  cloth  was  removed,  and  they  were 
releafed  by  the  welcome  found'  of  the 
great  houfe  clock,  which  at  length  {truck 
the  hour  at  which  they  were  wont  to, 
retire. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

THE  next  morning,  Clarentine,  by  no 
means  thinking  herfelf  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  remain  at  home  on  Mr.  Eltham's 
account,  and  feeling  indeed  far  from 
anxious  to  appropriate  to  herfelf  any 
part  of  the  honour  his  vifit  might  be  in- 
tended to  confer,  walked  to  Mont- Repos. 
as  foon  as  breakfaft  was  over,  to  enquire 
whether  the  Chevalier  de  Valcour  was  re- 
turned, and  what  had  been  the  fuccefs  o£ 
his  expedition. 

He  met  her  at  the  door  with  his  hat 
on,  upon  the  very  point  of  fetting  out 
for  Delmington  himfelf.  They  both  en- 
tered the  parlour  together,  where,  in  pre- 
sence of  Madame  d'Arzele,  he  gave  her 
the  detail  for  which  fhe  was  fo  anxious. 

In  the  firft  place  he  told  her,  that,  at 
the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  from 
Sidmouth,  he  had  difcovered  a  farm- 
houfe  very  pleafantly  fituated,  in  which 
were  two  ready-furnifhed  bed-chambers 
and  a  parlour,  that  might  immediately  be 
hired    upon    the   moft    reafonable  terms 

(including 
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(including  the  ufe  of  the  kitchen)  either 
by  the  week  or  month,  which  ever  fuited 
beft.  He  next  informed  her  that  the  lit- 
tle fupply  for  which  Madame  d'Arzele 
had  waited,  arrived  the  preceding  even- 
ng,  and  that  confequently,  nothing  now 
remained  but  for  Clarentine  to  fix  the 
time  when  it  would  be  moft  convenient 
for  her  to  fet  out. 

"  O  let  it  not  reft  upon  that,"  cried 
fhe  earneftly,  ■"  my  time  is  Madame 
i'Arzele's.  Whenever,  therefore,  her 
dear  little  girl  is  able  to  bear  the  remo- 
val, I  am  at  her  command." 

"  Then  my  beft  Clarentine,"  faid  that 
lady,  "  as  I  am  now  extremely  anxious  to 
avoid  all  further  delay,  we  will  begin  out 
journey,  if  you  pleafe,  the  day  after  to  mor- 
row. The  Chevalier  will  fee  us  fafe  to  our 
place  of  deftination;  and  then  returns  to 
fpend  the  period  of  my  abfence  at  Lord 
Welwyn's,  who,  this  morning,  fent  him 
the  moft'  prefling  and  cordial  invitation 
to  that  purpofe.  My  femme  de  chambre 
will  go  with  us ;  the  other  maid  remains 
here  to  take  care  of  the  houfe." 

This  point  being  fettled,  Clarentine 
embraced  the  three  children,  and  bidding 

Madame 
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Madame  d'Arzele  an  affe&ionate  farewcl, 
left  the  houfe,  and  efcorted  by  the  Che- 
valier, directed  her  fteps  homewards. 

As  their  road  lay  dire&ly  between 
Welwyn  Park  and  Delmington,  it  ap- 
peared extremely  probable  to  Clarentine 
that  either  in  his  way  to,  or  from  the  laft- 
mentioned  place,  fhe  might  meet  Mr. 
Eltham.  Neither  anxious,  however,  to 
avoid  fuch  a  meeting,  nor  to  promote  it, 
(he  walked  quietly  on,  preparing  herfelf 
to  expecl  it,  yet  perfectly  indifferent  whe- 
ther it  took  place  or  not. 

In  this  difpofition  of  mind,  fhe  reached 
home  without  any  moleftation,  fecretly 
congratulating  berfelf  upon  that,  which, 
notwithftanding  all  her  philofophy,  fhe 
could  not  help  regarding  as  an  efcape; 
and  followed  by  the  Chevalier,  joined 
the  ufual  party  in  the  great  parlour. 

She  had  fcarcely  had  time  to  deliver 
Madame  d'Arzele  s  compliments,  and 
apologies  for  not  calling  before  fhe  went, 
and  to  announce  to  Lady  Delmington  the 
plan  that  had  been  agreed  upon,  when 
the  door  opened,  and  Mr.  Eltham  was  an- 
nounced. 

He 
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He  was  accompanied  by  Sir  Edgar, 
who  came,  he  faid,  to  beg  his  room  might 
be  prepared  for  him  to  fleep  in  the  fol- 
lowing night,  as,  the  next  day,  he  was 
going  with  Mr.  Eltham  to  dine  at  a  gen- 
tleman's houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  at 
which  he  expected  to  be  detained  fo  later 
that,  fearful  of  difturbing  Lord  Welwyn 
by  returning  at  fuch  an  hour,  he  meant 
not  to  go  back  to  his  houfe  till  the  morn- 
ing after. 

«  A  very  prudent  plan  indeed! !"'  cried 
Lady  Delmington,  "  and  why,  my  dear 
Edgar,  mould  you  eonfent  to  ftay  fo 
late?" 

"  O,  the  nights  are  very  light  now," 
cried  Eltham,  "  and  I'll  engage,  mould4 
Sir  Edgar  find  himfelf  at  all  embarrafledv 
to  guide  him  home  in  perfect  fafety." 

"  Why  you  don't  propofe  to  fleep  here 
too  ?"  faid  Lady  Julia,  "  do  you •?" 

*c  Certainly  not,"  anfwered  he,  "  I  have 
not  the  prefumption  to  imagine  I  mould- 
be  admitted  :  but  to  quiet  Lady  Delming- 
ton s  apprehenfion&,  I  would  gladly  efcort 
Sir  Edgar  hither,  even  at  the  rifk  of  being 
fkut  out  of  my  own  refting-place." 

««>  And 
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"  And,  where,  may  I  afk,  will  be  your 
refting-place,  Sir?"  faid  Lady Dclmington 
fmiling. 

"  At  the  inn  at  Lyfton,  Madam,"  an» 
fwered  he. 

"  Why  then  Edgar,"  reiumed  her  Lady* 
fliip,  "  I  think  that  had  better  be  yours 
alfo.  I  am  not  at  all  more  defirous  of 
having  my  houfe  difturbed  in  the  middle 
of  the  night  than  Lord  Welwyn  can  be ;. 
and  fince  you  both  feem  difpofed  to  con-, 
form  to  the  fame  hours,  you  may  furely 
both  conform  to  the  fame  accommoda- 
tions." 

«  Alas?  Madam,"  cried  Eltham,  "  I 
fear,  reafonafjle  as  this  plan  is,  it  cannot 
be  put  in  execution.  My  hopes  of  fecur- 
ing  a  bed  for  myfelf  were  at  one  time  fo 
forlorn,  that  I  was  very  near  coming  to- 
fupplicate  for  one  here,  as  well  as  Sir  Ed- 
gar. I  mould  have  had  Lady  Julias  in- 
tereft,  I  am  fure ;  and  was  perfuaded  I 
might  rely  upon  her  feconding  my  petition 
mod  earneftly  " 

Lady  Julia  fhook  her  head,  andlaughed,. 
but  made  no  anfwerj  and  Sir  Edgar  ad- 
drefling  his  mother,  faid,  "  What  Mr, 
Eltham  tells  you,  madam,  is  really  the 

cafe. 
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cafe.  We  have  been  to  Lyfton  this  very 
morning;  but  found  the  town  fo  amaz. 
ingly  filled,  owing  to  the  fair,  which  is  now 
held  there,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  pro- 
cure more  than  one  bed." 

"  Well  then,"  faid  Lady  Delmington. 
"  your  room  fhall  be  prepared:  but  I 
hope,  my  dear  Edgar,  you  will  not  make 
it  a  practice  to  keep  fuch  intolerable 
hours,  for  they  are  extremely  difagree- 
ftble  to  me." 

"  Blame  Mr.  Eltham,  madam,"  cried 
Lady  Julia,  "  fince  I  have  not  any  doubt 
but  that  it  was  he  who  feduced  Sir  Edgai 
j:nto  forming  this  horrid  engagement. 
Confefs  the  truth  honeftly,"  continued 
flie,  "  and  tell  us  whether  it  is  not  fo  ?" 

Eltham  was  beginning  an  anfwer,  when 
the  entrance  of  Mrs.  Harrington,  whom 
Jie  had  never  before  feen,  put  a  flop  to  it; 
and  going  round  to  Clarentine,  who  fat 
at  work  at  a  little  table  near  the  window, 
he  leaned  over  the  back  of  her  chair,  and 
faid  in  a  low  voice,  "  Who  is  that  petri- 
fying memento  of  mortality  ?  that  fearfal 
reprefentative  of  every  evil  propenfity 
concentered?-' 

Clarentine 
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Ctarentine  ftarted,  and  afked  whom  he 
meant? 

"  O,  truft  me,"  cried  he,  »  I  don't 
know  her  name,  and  I  almoft  wonder  I 
fhould  wijh  to  know  it:  but  tell  me,  the 
antique  perfonage# who  juft  came  in — who 
is  (he  ?" 

"  Do  you  wilh  to  be  introduced  to 
her?" 

"  If  that  is  a  neceflary  ceremony,  yes, 
certainly.  I  wifh  to  be  well  with  every 
member  of  this  family." 

Clarentine  then  beckoned  to  Sophia, 
and  in  the  fame  -low  voice  faid,  "  Mr. 
Eltham  wifhes  to  be  prefented  to  Mrs. 
Harrington,  will  you  undertake  the  of- 
fice ?" 

"  With  all  my  heart,"  anfwered.  So- 
phia, "  I  have  an  excellent  memory,  and 
remember  the  whole  of  what  Lord  Wel- 
wyn  faid  yefterday  upon  a  fimilar  occa- 
fion,  not  one  word  of  which  I  will  omit." 

"  Oh,  the  D—  1!"  exclaimed  Eltham, 
"  you'll  ruin  me !  Talk  of  prodigality 
and  diffipation  to  fuch  a  ftern  old  lady 
as  that?  You'll  undo  me!" 

"  Surely,"  faid  Sophia,  "  you  cannot 
expect  me  to  be  more  lenient  than  your 
uncle !" 

«  And 
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"  And  why  not?"  cried  he  laughing, 
"  Lord  Welwyn  himfelf  believed  not  one 
word  he  uttered ;  he  faw  I  was  captivated 
by  the  fight  of  fo  much  beauty ;"  bowing 
to  them  both,  "  and  fearful  of  the  con- 
fequences,  defcribed  me  in  fuch  uncha- 
ritable terms  merely  to  preferve  you  from 
being  too  much  fafcinated  by  my  extraor- 
dinary merit." 

<s  Lord  Welwyn  was  very  good,"  faid 
Sophia,  "  but  really  I  don't  think  we  were 
in  any  danger." 

"  Ah,  believe  me,  you  deceive  your- 
felves.  I  never  met  with  a  woman  yet, 
(fuch  only  as  that  good  lady,"  looking  at 
Mrs.  Harrington,  "  excepted)  who  did 
not  think  me  irrefiftible  !" 

"  Or,  at'  leaft,"  faid  Sophia  drily,  "  the 
quinteflence  of  modefiy  /" 

"  Aye,"  cried  he,  "  that  is  one  of  my 
principal  excellencies.  I  carry  it  even 
to  an  excefs,  and  am  accufed  by  many 
people  of  abfolute  bajhfulnefs.  But,"  con- 
tinued he,  "  if  I  am  not  miftaken  I  had 
beft  depart,  for  your  friend  there,"  again 
looking  at  Mrs.  Harrington,  "  feems  to 
regard  me  with  no  friendly  afpeft.  It  is 
aftonifhing  how  all  thefe  ancient  ladies 

tremble* 
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tremble,  the  moment  they  fee  me  fpeak 
to  a  pretty  woman  !" 

So  faying,  he  looked  round  for  his  hat, 
and  was  upon  the  point  of  taking  leave, 
when  Lady  Julia  called  him  back. 

"  Mr.  Ekham/'  cried  fhe  fmiling, 
"  willyou  undertake  to  obtain  my  fa- 
ther's leave  for  me  to  go  to  Lyfton  fair 
this  evening  ?  Tell  him  Lady  Delming- 
ton  has  given  her  daughters  permiffion  to 
go  with  Sir  Edgar,  and  intreat  him  to 
allow  me  to  accompany  them." 

Elth'am  promifed  to  perform  this  com- 
million,  and  bowing  refpeftfully  to  Lady 
Delmington,  took  Sir  Edgar  under  the 
arm,  and  left  the  room.  The  Chevalier 
rofe  at  the  fame  time,  and  followed  them 
out. 

"  Who  is  that  bold  looking  young 
man  ?"  faid  Mrs.  Harrington,  the  moment 
he  was  gone. 

"  My  coufin,  Madam,"  anfwered  Lady 
Julia  gravely 

Mrs.  Harrington,  a  little  difconcerted, 
changed  the  fubjeft,  and  foon  after,  tel- 
ling Lady  Delmington  fhe  wifhed  to  fpeak 
to  her,  they  went  together  into  another 
room. 

On 
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On  their  return,  a  long  contention  en- 
fued  between  Mrs.  Harrington,  Harriet, 
and  Sophia-,  concerning  the  projected 
party  to  Lyfton.  Not  chufing  to  attack 
Lady  Julia  upon  that  fubjecl:,  yet  ex- 
tremely averfe  to  the  fcheme's  taking 
place,  fhe  had  called  Lady  Delmington 
out  of  the  room  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
urging  her  to  counteract  it ;  her  Ladyfhip 
having  given  her  pofitive  fanfition  to  it, 
however,  faid  fhe  could  not  now  recall 
it ;  but  contented  herfelf  with  promifing, 
at  Mrs*  Harrington's  earneft  perfuafion, 
to  oppofe  Clarentine  s  going  with  them. 

It  was  on  this  prohibition's  being  pro- 
nounced, the  two  filters,  but  Sophia  in 
particular,  gaining  courage  from  her  mo- 
ther's paflive  filence,  ventured  to  plead 
warmly  in  Clarentine's  behalf;  Lady  Ju- 
lia alfo  joined  to  theirs  her  own  entrea- 
ties, but  in  vain.  Mrs.  Harrington  faid, 
it  might  be  very  proper  for  her  Ladyfhipj 
who  was  related  to  Mr.  Eltham,  and  the 
two  Mifs  Delmingtons,  who  would  be 
accompanied  by  their  brother,  to  engage 
in  fuch  an  expedition:  but,  that  for  Cla- 
rentine, as  there  was  no  married  lady  with 
them,  as  Mr.  Eltham  was  almoft  a  ftranger 

to 
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to  her,  and  Sir  Edgar  by  no  means  an 
eligible  guardian  for  her,  fhe  thought  it 
would  be  highly  blameable  in  Lady  Del- 
Islington  to  fuffer  her  to  go. 

Clarenrine,  though  fhe  was  by  no  means 
the  dupe  of  this  affected  tendernefs  for 
her  reputation,  was  at  once  too  gentle, 
and  too  rational,  to  think  it  worth  while 
to  enter  into  any  argument  upon  the  fub- 
jeft;  but  thanking  Lady  Julia,  and  her 
two  coufi'ns,  for  their  kindnefs  in  wifhing 
her  to  be  of  their  party,  faid  flie  mould 
return  to  Mont-Repos  before  the  gentle- 
men came  back,  that  no  queftions  might 
be  alked,  and  fpend  the  evening  quietly 
with  Madame  d'Arzele. 

Lady  Delmington,  upon  this,  gave 
her  a  look  of  afFe&ionate  approbation } 
and  Mrs.  Harrington,  with  an  air  of  tri- 
umph, told  her  (he  could  not  do  better. 

A  little  before  fix,  the  two  gentlemen 
arrived  on  horfeback,  attended  by  a  fer- 
vant  driving  Lord  Welwyn  s  fociable, 
which  had  been  fent  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  young  ladies.  Sophia,  the 
inftant  they- reached  the  door,  ran  out  to 
fay  they  were  all  ready;  and  the   next 
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minute,  Lady  Julia,  Harriet,'  and  the  lit- 
tle Emma  appeared. 

Eltham,  as  he  handed  them  in,  whilft 
Sir  Edgar  was  talking  at  the  window  to 
his  mother,  enquired  eagerly  after  Cla- 
rentine.  She  had  been  gone  near  half 
an  hour  :  but  Lady  Julia  thinking  it  beft 
to  prevent  the  exclamations  this  intelli- 
gence would  give  rife  to,  till  they  were 
beyond  the  hearing  of  Mrs.  Harrington, 
affe&ed  for  fome  time  not  to  hear  him; 
and  at  length,  on  being  urged  with  re- 
doubled earneftnefs,  carelefsly  anfwered, 
"  fhe  is  gone  on  .before,  but  we  mayper- 
naps  overtake  her  at  the  end  of  the  ave- 
nue. Drive  on,  Francis,"  fpeaking  to  the 
fervant. 

"  No,  no,  flop!"  exclaimed  Eltham, 
li  you  deceive  us,  Lady  Julia.  Had  fhe 
been  in  the  avenue  we  mould  have  met 
her  as  we  rode  up.  Where  is  fhe  ? 
You  cannot  poffibly  mean  to  fet  off  with- 
out her!" 

"  I  allure  you,"  cried  Lady  Julia,  ra- 
ther impatiently,  "  fhe  is  not  in  the  houfe. 
Suffer  us  to  go  on,,  and  I  will  tell  you 


more." 
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Eltham  relu&antly  acquiefced,  and  be- 
fore Sir  Edgar  had  finifhed  his  converfa- 
tion,  or  had  had  leifure  to  remark  that 
Clarentine  was  not  of  their  party,  the  car- 
riage moved  on. 

The  firft  moment  Lady  Julia  feemed 
difpofed  to  liften  to  him,  Eltham  renewed 
his  interrogations. 

"  Why  fo  much  myftery  upon  this 
fubjeft?"  cried  he,  "  why  were  you  fo 
averfe  to  anfwering  me  fooner  ?" 

<*  Becaufe,"  replied  Lady  Julia,  "  be- 
Fore  Mrs.  Harrington,  who  was  obferv- 
ing  us  from  the  windows,  it  Would  have 
been  highly  improper,  fince  as  it  was  fhe 
who  prevented  Clarentine's  going  with" 
us,  your  animadverfions  would  have  ex- 
afperated  her  extremely  " 

This  account  brought,  on  an  innumer- 
able train  of  further  inquiries,  as  well 
from  Mr.  Eltham,  as  Sir  Edgar,  whofe 
aftonifhment  at  fuch.an  ad  of  authority 
could  only  be  exceeded  by  his  concern 
for  the  unfupported  Clarentine,  and  his 
indignation  againft  the  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  Mrs.  Harrington. 

"  Bitterly  mail  we   all  have  caufe  to 

lament,"  cried  he,    "  the  hour  that  firft 
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introduced  that  woman  into  our  family  J 
From  its  having  been  one  of  the  mbft 
united  and  happy  upon  earth,  fhe  will 
render  it. the  moll  turbulent  and  wretch- 
ed ;  my  mother  furfers  herfelf  to  be  made 
her  tool,  and  ever  at  variance  with  forae 
individual  or  other  amongft  us,  nothing 
in  future  can  be  expected  but  ah  ihceflaht 
repetition  of  paltry  wranglings  in  public, 
or  of  determined  tyranny  in  private." 

ii  Well,  my  dear  Edgar,"  cried  Sophia, 
furprifed  at  the  iinufual  acrimony  with 
which  he  fpoke,  "  however  true  all  this 
may  be,  you  have  lefs  reafon  to  complain 
than  any  of  us,  iince,  rarely  as  you  are 
now  at  home,  your  fufFerings  muft  be 
trifling  indeed  compared  to  ours." 

"  *Ah!"  thought  Edgar,  "  neither  is  it 
for  myfelf  I  feel !  My  concern  is  wholly 
for  the  defencelefs,  and  too  fubmiffive 
Clarentine,  who  being  the  chief  objeft 
againft  whom  all  Mrs.  Harrington's 
malice  is  levelled,  muft,  confequently, 
be  liable  to  far  greater  mortifications  than 
any  one  elfe !" 

Diftreffing  to  him  as  was  this  idea,  he 

fcarcely  rallied  fpirits  fufficient  to  fpeak 

again  during  the  whole  evening.  Eltham  and 
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Sophia  occasionally  addreffed  eath  other, 
and  attempted  to  animate  the  converfa- 
tion,  but  unaffifted  as  they  were,  their 
endeavours  failed;  and  this,  as  moil  other 
Concerned  parties  of  pleajure  do,  ended  in 
laffitude,  infipidity,-  and  disappointment. 

As  they  were  returning,  a  fcheme  oc- 
curred to  Eltham  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to,  the  moment  he  mentioned  it. 
This  wasj  to  call,  in  their  way  to  Del- 
mington,  at  Mont-Repos,  and  there  to  take 
up  Clarentine,  and  carry  her  on  with 
them.  Sir  Edgar  was  fo  revived  by  this 
propofal,  which  the  unpleafant  train  of 
refle&ions  he  had  been  thrown  into  had 
effectually  prevented  his  thinking  of,  that 
he  no  fqoner  heard  it  ftarted,  than,  gal- 
loping forward,  without  (lopping  to  utter 
a  fingle  word,  he  left  them  to  prepare 
Clarentine  for  their  approach. 

On  his  entrance  into  the  room  where 
fhe  was  fitting,  he  found  her  alone,  and 
to  his  inexpreffible  aftonifhment,  praftif- 
ing  upon  the  harp  a  very  beautiful  com- 
position, which  (among  many  others  Ma- 
dame d'Arzele  had  privately  taught  her 
in  the  cburfe  of  the  winter)  fhe  had  lately 
begun  learning.     He  paufed  a  moment  at 
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the  door,  in  filent  amazement;  and  then 
eagerly  advancing,  at  the  very  time  fhe 
firft  looked  up  and  perceived  him,  he 
exclaimed,  "  My  deareft  Clarentine!  how 
do  I  honour  that  a&ivity  of  mind,  which 
thus  leads  you,  though  in  fecrecy  and 
filence,  to  cultivate  thofe  talents  you  are 
endowed  with.  Well  might  you,  who 
fo  well  know  how  to  employ  every  hour, 
be  refigned  to  the  harm  prohibition  voir 
received  :  but  tell  me,  how  are  we  to  ac- 
quire equal  fubmiflion?  You  know  not 
with  what  fincerity  we  have  lamented  a 
deprivation  we  had  fo  little  reafon  to  ex- 
pea." 

Clarentine,  though  furprized  at  the 
earneftnefs  of  this  addrefs,  chofe  not  to 
difclaim  the  compliment  it  conveyed,  well 
knowing  that  was  always  looked  upon  as 
a  challenge  to  continue  in  the  fame  ftrain. 
She  therefore,  with  her  accuftomed  mo- 
deft  fimplicity,  anfwered,  "  You  were  all 
very  good  to  think  fo  much  about  me, 
and  I  can  aflure  you  I  was  extremely 
concerned  myfelf  not  to  be  of  your  party. 
But  pray  Edgar,  where  have  you  left 
Lady  Julia  and  your  fillers  ?  What 
brings  you  here  alone  ?" 

Sir 
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Sir  Edgar  had  fcarcely  time  to  acquaint 
her  with  the  motive  of  her  vifit,  before 
Etham,  Lady  Julia,  and  her  companions 
appeared.     The  buflle  their  arrival  occa- 
fioned    foon     brought     down    Madame 
d'Arzele  from  hernurfery;  and  then  be- 
ing extremely  prefled  to  fit  down  a  few 
minutes,  Lady  Julia,  fent  home  the  fo- 
ciable,   every    body  declaring  with   one 
voice  that  as  the  evening  was  fo  beautiful, 
it  would  be  much  pleafanter  to  walk  than 
ride  the  remainder  of  the  way. 

Chairs  being  now    placed   round  the 
table,  the  three  ladies,  who  laft  came  in, 
produced,    to    the    great  amuiement    of 
the  whole  company,  a  number  of  little 
toys  they  had  purchafed  as  fairings  for 
Madame  d'Arzele's  children.    Then  turn- 
ing to  Clarentine,  Lady  Julia  with  a  imile 
faid,  as  me  prefented  to  her  a  fmall  filver 
anchor,  "  This,  my  dear  girl,  is  the  only 
thing  I  could  meet  with  that  feemed  to- 
me to  be  fo  well  adapted  to  you.     Know- 
ing your  paffion  for  failors,  I  thought  an 
anchor,  as  well  becaufe  it  is  the  emblem 
of  hope,   as    the  reprefentative   of  that, 
on  which  depends  the  fafety  of  your  fa- 
M  4  vourites, 
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vourites,  might  appear  of  fome  value  to 
you.     Tell  me,  did  I  judge  right?" 

(e  Yes,  perfe&ly,"  anfwered  Claren- 
tine,  receiving  it  with  a  grateful  fmilej 
"  you  could  not  have  bellowed  upon  me 
any  thing,  which,  for  the  reafons  you 
mention,  I  fhould  have  thought  more 
precious.  In  remembrance  of -you,  and 
of  Mi.  Somerfet;  ft^r  whofe  fake  chiefly  I 
am  fo  partial  to  failors,  I  will  preferve 
it  mo-ft  carefully  " 

«  Oh,  how  do  1  lament,"  cried  Sophia, 
«  fince  imagination  can  ^ive  fo  much 
to  whatever  reminds  us  in  the  remoteft 
degree  of  an  abfent  friend,  my  ftupidity 
in  not  looking  out  for  fomething  that 
might,  during  your  ftay  at  Sidmouth,  have 
brought  to  your  recolleftion  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Delmington.  A  whirligigs  for  in- 
ftance,  could  .never  have  failed  having, 
that  effea  with  regard  to  Edgar,  and— 

«  How,"  interrupted  Lady  -Julia,  "a 
whirligig !  and  why  fo  ?" 

«  Blefs  me!  don't  you  know?  Why 
Edgar,  as  Clarentine  has  juftly  remarked, 
has  a  mutability  of  difpofition,  and  an 
uncertainty  of  temper  that  cannot  be  fo 

properly 
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properly  reprefented  by  any  other  fym- 
bol." 

Clarentine  looking  up  at  that  moment, 
and  obferving  in  Sir  Edgar's  countenance, 
notwithstanding  the  faint  attempt  he  made 
to  fmile,  an  expreffion  of  embarraffment 
and  confcioufne.fs,  inftantly  ftarted  a  new 
fubjecl:,  and  gave  a  different  turn  to  the 

conversation. 

Having  fat  with  Madame  d'Arzele 
about  half  an  hour,  and  being  fearful 
pf  exciting  Mrs.  Harrington's  ever  ready 
cenfure  by  a  longer  ftay,  they  now  all 
rofe  to  depart.  Lady  Julja  and  the  two 
Mifs  Delmingtons  took  a  very  affe&iqnate 
leave  of  Madame  d'Arzele ;  the  former 
entreated  fhe  might  often  hear  from  her, 
and  repeatedly  urged  her  to  make  her 
abfence  as  fhort  as  poffible.  Then  leav- 
ing a  thoufand  kind  meffages  for  the 
children,  fhe  led  the  way  and  hurried 
down  flairs. 

In  the  entrance  they  were  accofled  by 
the  Chevalier,  who  having  fpent  the, 
evening  with  Lord  Welwyn,  was  juft  re- 
turned. He  infifted  upon  efcorting  the 
ladies  home,  though  already  fo  well  at- 
M  5  tended  ; 
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tended;  and  accordingly  fet  out  with 
them. 

Dividing  themfelves  into  feparate  par- 
ties, each  of  the  gentlemen,  either  accord- 
ing to  inclination  or  neceffity,  attached 
himfelf  to  a  different  lady  Sir  Edgar, 
wholly  influenced  in  his  choice,  by  the 
latter  motive,  walked  by  the  fide  of  Lady 
Julia,  who,  at  intervals,  with  much  dif- 
ficulty, ftarted  a  momentary  converfation; 
but  more  generally,  fuffered  him  quietly 
to  indulge  the  taciturn  gravity,  into  which 
he  had  once  more  relapfed.  Immediate- 
ly behind  them  followed  Clarentine  and 
Eltham,  the  dire£t  contrails  of  their  two 
leaders;  all  the  converfation  between 
them,  proceeding  from  the  gentleman, 
and  all  the  defire  of  filence  from  the 
lady.  Harriet  and  Emma,  both  fpirit- 
lefs  and  fatigued,  walked  near  them  ;  and 
laft  of  all,  came  Sophia,  who  with  un- 
abated animation  was  gaily  flirting  with 
the  Chevalier,  and  feemed  to  be  the  only 
one  prefent,  that  was  perfectly  fatisfied 
with  the  partner  who  had  fallen  to  her 
lot. 

Herfelf  excepted  therefore,  nobody 
appeared,  when  at  length,  the  moment  of 

feparating 
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Feparating  drew  near,  to  lament  it.  The 
gentlemen,  after  feeing  them  to  the  end 
of  the  avenue,  turned  back,  and  left  their 
companions,  trembling  at  the  idea  of 
meeting  Mrs.  Harrington,  (for  it  was 
now  near  ten  o'clock)  to  frame  the  beft 
excufes  they  could  for  the  length  of  their 
abfence. 

Though  in  her  expreflions  of  open  dif- 
approbation,  that  lady,  when  they  ap- 
peared, was  not  fo  fevere  as  (he  had  been 
the  preceding  night,  yet  her  reception 
of  them,  upon  the  whole,  was  very  little 
pleafanter :  that  fhe  did  not  indeed  break 
out  into  abfolute  reproaches,  could  alone 
be  attributed  to  the  expe&ation  fhe  had, 
that  Lady  Delmington  would  do  it  her- 
felf,  on  account  of  little  Emma,  whofe 
ufual  hour  of  going  to  reft  being  now 
confiderably  paft,  had  confequently  ren- 
dered her  extremely  uneafy  at  their  de- 
lay. 

Lady  Julia,  anxious  to  fave  her  friends, 
took  the  whole  blame  upon  herfelf,  the 
moment  Lady  Delmington's  mild,  but 
ferious,  rebuke  began.  She  faid  nothing 
of  their  vilit  to  Mont-Repos,  leaving  it  to 
be   fuppofed,  they  met  with  Clarentine, 
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by  accident :  but  accufed  herfelf  of  hav- 
ing been  the  fole  caufe  of  detaining  them 
fo  long  at  Lyfton,  and  interceded  raoft 
earneftly  for  a  general  pardon. 

Such  a  pleader,  even  Mrs.  Harrington 
chofe  not  to  withftand.  All  anger  there- 
fore was  foon  forgotten,  and  an  un- 
wonted degree  of  ferenity  and  chearful- 
nefs  prevailed  during  the  remainder  of 
the  evening. 


C  H  A  P.     VI. 


THE  following  day,  till  near  dinner 
time,  Clarentine  was  bufily  employed  in 
preparing  for  her  journev,  that  (he  might 
be  ready  the  next  morning,  when  Ma- 
dame d'Arzele,  who  muft  necefiariiy  drive 
pafl  the  door,  called  to  take  her  up. 

As  this  occupation,  therefore,  had  kept 
her  in  her  own  room  fo  many  hours,  Lady 
Julia,  who  was  defirous  of  having  a  little 
quiet   converfation  with   her  before  lhe 

,-Went, 
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went,  took  the  firft  opportunity,  after 
they  arofe  from  table,  of  propofing  to 
her  a  fliort  walk  in  the  garden.  Claren- 
tine  willingly  agreed  to  it,  and  they  quit- 
ted the  room  together. 

The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  how- 
ever, foon  'drove  them  in,  and  compel- 
led them  once  more  to  return  to  the 
parlour;  where  whilft  Harriet  read  aloud, 
the  reft  fat  down  to  work,  or  draw,  near 
the  window 

The  clock  had  juft  ftruck  ten,  and  they 
were  upon  the  point  of  fitting  down  to 
fupper,  when  a  tremendous  clap  of  thun- 
der, preceded  by  feveral  vivid  flafhes  of 
lightning,  ftartled  the  whole  party,  and 
almol^  fhook  the  gothic  manfion  to  its 
foundation.  Lady  Delmington,  though 
the  uncommon  fultrinefs  of  the  day  had 
taught  her  to  expecl  it,  was  filled,  not- 
withftanding,  with  confternation  and  ter- 
ror, when  me  reflected  upon  the  danger 
to  which  her  fon  might  be  expofed,  re- 
turning through  a  woody  country  on 
horfeback,  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  florm. 

For  near  three  hours,  during  which  it 
continued  at  intervals  to  rage  with  un- 
abated violence,  neither  Lady  Delming- 
ton 
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ton  nor  her  two  daughters,  quitted  the 
parlour.  Clarentine  would  gladly  have 
remained  with  them,  but  her  aunt,  appre- 
hehding  that  if  Emma  awoke  me  would 
be  frightened,  begged  fhe  would  go  up, 
and  fit  with  her,  Lady  Julia  followed, 
and  for  fome  time  continued  with  her; 
but  at  length,  growing  extremely  fleepy, 
and  not  being  infefled  with  any  fears  her- 
felf,  me  bade  her  good  night,  and  re- 
tired to  her  own  room. 

It  was  near  two  o'clock  before  Sir 
Edgar  came  home;  he  feemed  extremely 
furprifed  to  find  his  mother  and  fitters  up 
at  fuch  an  hour ;  but  when  he  heard  the 
caufe,  though  he  derided  their  alarm,  he 
alfo  thanked  them  for  their  anxiety,  and 
befought  them  earneftly  not  to  remain 
below  a  moment  longer  Lady  Delming- 
ton,  fatigued  and  harraffed  as  fhe  was,  in 
mind,  as  well  as  body,  readily  followed 
his  advice,  and  rejoicing  in  his  fafety, 
called  to  her  daughters,  and  left  the 
room.  Harriet  immediately  joined  her: 
but  juft  as  Sophia  reached  the  door,  her 
brother  brought  her  back  by  a  motion  of 
his  head,  and'  leading  her  to  the  table, 
raid— 

**  Sophia, 
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««  Sophia,  I  am  the  happieft  fellow  upon 
earth  !  Behold,"  taking  out  his  purfe,  and 
fhaking  it  as  he  fpoke,  "  what  propitious 
Fortune  has  fent  me.  I  have  been  play- 
ing  to-night,  and  in  lefs  than  two  hours, 
won  near  an  hundred  guineas !  to-mor- 
row I  redeem  my  watch,  my  books,  and 
every  thing  I  had  parted  with." 

"  A  very  honourable  method,"  faid  So- 
phia, drily,  "  of  acquiring  money  for 
fuch  a  purpofe!" 

"  Nay,  do  not  chide  me,"  cried  he; 
"  I  refilled  playing,  till  being  the  only 
one  that  fat  out,  I  could  refill  no  longer. 
Some  guardian  angel,  at  length,  prompted 
me  to  the  deed — fome  bleffed  fpirit,  that 
faw,  and  pitied  my  diftrefs!" 

"  I  fhould  have  thought,"  cried  Sophia, 
"  that  angels  and  fpirits  had  been  wifer ! 
This  lowers  my  opinion  of  their  under- 
Handing  extremely;  I  am  g;ad,  however, 
for  your  fake,  they  have  fo  little  brains ; 
and  heartily  wifh  you  good  night." 

"  Stop  one  minute,"  cried  he,  laugh- 
ing, "  you  mud  inform  Clarentine  of  this 
event.  Why  did  fhe  not  fit  up  with 
you  ?" 

**  Becaufe 
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"  Becaufe  perhaps,  fhe  had  a  prefenti~ 
meat  of  all  the  extravagancies  {he  might 
hear." 

iC  She  is  really  gone  to  bed,  then?" 

"  I  imagine  fo;  but  am  not  fure." 

Sir  Edgar  faid  no  more,  and  the  next 
minute  Sophia  left  him. 

As    foon   as  he    concluded    ihe    had, 
reached  her  own  room,  he  cautioufly  di- 
rected his  fteps  towards  the  gallery,  at  the 
end  of  which  Clarentine  flept,  and  certain 
of  not  being  heard,  as  no  one  elfe  oc- 
cupied that  part  of  the  houfe,  knocked  at 
the  door.   No  anfwer  being  returned,  and 
no   found,  fave  that  of  the  thunder  ftill 
rolling  at  a  diftance,  reaching  his  ears,  he 
began  to  fear  fhe   was  actually  gone  to- 
bed.    Determined  to  make  one  more  trials 
however,  he  waited  a  few  minutes,  and 
then  knocking  again,  heard  her,  at  length, 
in  a  tone  of  terror  and  affright,  &fk  who 
was  there  ? 

"-Me,"  anfwered   Edgar — "    are   you 
dreffed  ?     Will  you  come  down  ?" 

"  Come  down?"    repeated    fee,    "  at 
this  time  of  night?" 

"  It  is  not  fo  late  as  you  imagine,"  an- 
fwered he,  "  I  will  not  detain   you  five 

minutes: 


CLARENT1NE.  257 

minutes :  but  I  mud  fee,   I  muft  fpeak  to 
you." 

"  Indeed,  Edgar,  you  cannot — what 
will  your  mother  fay  to  me  for  leaving 
Emma  ?" 

"  Emma  is  afleep,  is  me  not  ?" 

"  Yes." 

"  Then  you  muft  come.  My  mother 
is  in  the  parlour,  and  fent  me  to  call 
you," 

In  any  other  fituation  of  mind,'  Sir 
Edgar  would  have  ftarted  at  the  bare  idea 
of  uttering  fuch  a  falfehoqd:  but  his  head 
was  not  at  that  time  entirely  his  own. 
Flufhed  with  drinking,  and  elevated  with 
fuccefs,  his  powers  of  reflexion  were 
totally  fufpended,  and  he  fcarcely  felt 
confcious  himfelf  of  what  he  was  do- 
ing. 

Clarentine,  in  the  innocence  of  her 
heart,  fufpe&ed  no  deceit,  but  anxious  to 
obey  Lady  Delmington's  fuppofed  fum- 
mons,  foftly  opened  her  door,  and  faid 
fhe  was  ready  to  follow  him. 

He  eagerly  feized  her  extended  hand* 
and  as  they  proceeded,  afked  her,  how 
long  fhe  had  been  fitting  there  alone  ? 

«  Not. 


J58  CLARE.NTINE. 

"  Not  fo  long,  perhaps,"  anfwered  fhe, 
"  as  the  horrors  of  the  night  made  me 
fuppofe  :  but  yet  a  fufficient  time  to  have 
rendered  me  quite  chill  and  comfort- 
lefs." 

t;  Did  you  bellow  a  thought  upon  me? 
faid  he,  "  whilft  you  fat  there  ?  Did  you 
participate  in  my  mother's  apprehenfions 
for  my  fafety  ?  Tell  me,  deareft  Claren- 
tine — for  your  pity,  your  anxiety  would 
more  than  recompenfe  me  for  any  dan- 
gers!" 

"  I  often  wifhed  you  were  at  home," 
anfwered  fhe,  a  little  itartled  at  the  ear- 
neftnefs  of  his  manner/  "  but  did'  not 
imagine  that  to  be  expofed  to  any  danger 
of  this  fori  could,  for  a  moment,  appal 
fuch  a  fpirit  as  yours." 

They  had  by  this  time  reached  the  par- 
lour, which  Clarentine  perceiving  to  be 
empty,  fhrunk  back  from,  and  fearfully 
exclaimed — "  What  is  it  you  have  done, 
Sir  Edgar  ? — where  is  Lady  Delming- 
ton  ?" 

"  Be  not  alarmed,"  cried  he,  ftill  en- 
deavouring to  draw  her  forward,  "  indeed 
you  have  nothing  to  apprehend.     I  have 

deceived 
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deceived  you,  it  is  true,  with  regard  to 
my  mother's  being  here  :  but  when  you 
hear  my  reafons,  I  am  fure  you  will  for- 
give me.  Come  in  then — if,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, only  for  five  minutes." 

"  O,  no,  no,  no  !"  cried  fhe,"  ftruggling 
to  get  from  him,  "  not  for  an  inftant !  I 
would  not  ftay,  I  would  not  liften  to  you 
to-night  for  the  world  !" 

"  You  mufi  hear  me,"  returned  he, 
compelling  her  to  advance,  "  to-morrow 
you  will  be  gone;  this,  therefore,  is  my 
only  time." 

Then,  feizing  the  key  of  the  door,  and 
turning  it  with  precipitation  in  the  lock, 
he  drew  it  out  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Clarentine,  aghaft  at  this  fight,  and 
looking  at  him  a  moment,  with  mingled 
aftonifhment  and  indignation,  forcibly 
fnatched  away-her  hand,  and  burft  into 
tears. 

"  Oh!  my  Clarentine!"  exclaimed  he, 
dropping  on  one  knee  before  her,  "  what 
is  it  you  fear  ?  Why  this  diftrefs  ?  Am  I 
grown  hateful  to  you  ?  Am  I  no  longer 
the  Edgar  you  formerly  trufted  with  fuch 
implicit  confidence — you  called  your  bro- 
ther, your  friend  ?  Oh !  have  you  forgot 

the 
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the  happy  time  when  mutually  pleafed  to* 
be  together — " 

"  O  rife,  rife,  Sir  Edgar!"  interrupted 
Clarentine  angrily,  "  this  is  not  a  mo- 
ment to  talk  to  me  in  fuch  language; 
neither  would  you  expofe  me  to  the  afper- 
fions  this  ill  timed  interview  will  bring 
upon  me,  were  you  indeed  the  friend  you 
would  -be  thought !  Releafe  me  inftantly 
therefore,  or  you  will  drive  me  to  defpe- 
ration !" 

So  faying,  fhe  fuddenly  difengaged  her- 
felf,  and  flew  towards  the  bell  which  fiie 
was  going  to  pull  with  violence,  when  hel 
ran  to  her,  again  feized  both  her  hands^ 
and  called  out — 

"  Forbear,  dear  Clarentine,  I  befeech 
you,  and  patiently  confent  to  hear  me  ', 
your  efforts  to  efcape  would  all  be  vain, 
fince  no  one  in'the  houfe  could  hear  that 
bell,  were  you  even  to  ring  it.  Its  found 
reaches  no  further  than  the  kitchen,  and 
that  has  long  been  deferted." 

"  Well,  then,  Sir,"  faid. Clarentine,  with 
a  dignified  calmnefs  that  totally  over- 
awed him,  "  for  the  laft  time,  I  hope,  that 
I  /hall  ever  be  compelled  to  liften  to  you 

again— fpeak— " 

Then, 
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Then  moving  towards  the  table,  flie 
coldly  feated  herfelf  before  it,  and  lean- 
ing her  head  upon  her  hands,  prepared 
to  hear  him  without  interruption. 

Difconcerted,  and  irrefolute,  he  paufed 
a  few  moments,  and  then  drawing  the  kev 
from  his  pocket,  prefented  it  to  her,  and 
laid— 

"  I  commit  myfelf,  deareft  Clarentine, 
to  your  generofity  Take  this  key,  and 
— if  you  c^n  have  the  cruelty,  leave  me 
this  moment!" 

Clarentine,  much  foftened,  received  it 
in  filence,  and  for  fome  time  retained  it 
in  her  hand,  without  having  the  courage 
to  rife.  At  length,  however,  flie  went 
towards  the  door,  and  faid — 

"  You  mull  be  fenfible  yourfelf,  Sir 
Edgar,  of  the  impropriety  of  a  meeting 
fo  clandefiine  as  this.  I  cannot  therefore 
flay  :  but  if  you  will  tell  Sophia  what  you 
have  to  impart  to  me,  fhe  will,  after  I 
get  to  Sidmouth,  write  to — " 

"  Cruel,  inhuman  girl!"  interrupted 
he  impetuoufly,  "  Is  ibis  all  you  will 
grant  me  ?  Are  you  determined,  by  flying 
me  fo  precipitately,  to  make  me  repent 
my  folly  in  giving  you  the  po\yer?   Oh 

Clarentine ! 
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Ciarentine  !  I  thought  better  of  the  fofc> 
nefs  of  your  difpofition,  or  I  had  never 
muted  you  with  the  means  of  quitting 
me,  till  I  had  compelled  you  to  hear  me!" 

"  Good  God  !"  exclaimed  Ciarentine, 
holding  the  door  half  open  in  her  hand, 
■"  what  is  it  you  would  fay  to  me  ?" 

«*  What  I  cannot,  any  longer,  perfuade 
myfelf  to  conceal;  what  you  mull  already, 
in  part,  fufpett;  what  I  am  irrevocably 
determined  ftiortly  to  publifh  to  the  whole 
world !" 

"  Heavens!"  exclaimed  Ciarentine, 
trembling,  and  almoft  breathlefs,  "  what 
is  it  you  mean  ?" 

"  To  confecrate  my  future  life  to  you," 
anfwered  he,  with  .vehemence,  "  to  pro- 
claim aloud  my  fervent  adoration  of  you, 
to  reverence,  to  love,  to  cherifh  you  to 
my  lateft  breath." 

"  Hum,  for  fhame,  Sir !  cried  Ciaren- 
tine, colouring  with  refentrnent,  "  re- 
ferve  thefe  proteftations  for  Lady  Julia 
Ley  bur  ne !" 

And  then  with  a  look  expreffive  of  all 
the  contempt  Ihe  felt,  fhe  would  have 
hurried  out  of  the  room. 

"  This; 
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*'  This  as  too  much!"  exclaimed  Sir 
Edgar,  in  a  voice  rendered  almoft  inar- 
ticulate by  his  own  emotion.  "  Dear 
Clarentine !  lovely,  yet  proud,  unmerciful 
Clarentine !  I  cannot  endure  fuch  con- 
temptuous difdain !  Talk  not  to  me  of 
Lady  Julia  Leybume — By  heaven,  I 
fwear — " 

"  Fie,  fie,  Sir  Edgar  V  interrupted  Cla- 
rentine, "  this  is  unmanly,  difhonourable, 
worthlefs  !  Lady  Julia,  it  is  no  fecret,  is 
deftined  to  be  yours;  me  is  amiable,  fhe 
is  good,  and,  above  all,  fhe  is  my  friend! 
Imagine  not  then,  I  will  quietly  fubmit 
to  the  infult  you  would  do  us  both,  by 
pledging  your  perjured  faith  to  me,  at  the 
very  time,  (and,  with  your  own  confent) 
your  marriage  is  negociating  with  her!  — 
You  wrong  us  equally — you  degradeyour- 
felf  for  ever  in  my  opinion,  and  make 
me  blufh  to  remember  the  regard  I  once 
felt  for  you!" 

"  Oh,  my  Clarentine,  condemn  me  not 
unheard !"  cried  he,  again  withholding 
her,  "  the  cruelty  of  my  fituation  is  fuch, 
as,  for  a  time,  to  render  diflimulation  ab- 
folutely  neceffary.  I  never  gave  any  but 
a  tacit  confent  to  the  union  propofed;  I 

never 
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never  attempted  to  feduce  Lady  Julia's 
affection;  I  have  made  no  promifes; 
figned  no  articles;  in  fhort,  have  preferved 
myfelf  as  free,  as,  till  I  am  of  age,  I  have 
any  hopes  of  being.  My  mother,  had  me 
fufpe&ed  my  attachment  to  you,  would 
have  removed  you  from  my  fight;  would, 
perhaps  for  ever,  have  torn  you  from 
me!" 

Here,  while  the  door  flood  open,  the 
fudden  appearance  of  a  light  in  the  hall 
difmayed  the  trembling  Clarentine,  who 
looking  towards  it,  uttered  the  name  of 
tc  Mrs.  Harrington,"  with  a  faint  fcream, 
andgafping  for  breath,  caught  hold  of  th6 
back  of  a  chair  for  fupport. 

Meanwhile,  Sir  Edgar,  who  during  the 
latter  part  of  this  converfation  had  again 
funk  upon  his  knee  before  her,  abruptly 
ftarted  up,  though  not  in  time  to  efcape 
the  notice  of  Mrs.  Harrington.  She  now 
entered,  pale  with  rage,  her  tall  figure 
wrapt  in  a  long  white  drefling-gown,  and 
her  feeble  lamp,  flaming  an  unfteady  light 
at  intervals  acrofs  her  face. 

"  I  have  proof  then  now,"  cried  me, 
as  foon  as  fhe  was  able  to  fpeak,  in  a 
voice  that  made  poor  Clarentine  fhudder, 

"  ocular 
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tc  ocular  proof  of  what  I*  have  fo  long, 
apprehended!  Thy  arts,  vile  wretch," 
addreffing  Clarentine,  "  have  fully  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  that  infatuated  boy,  feduced 
by  their  infernal  influence,  has  fallen  into 
the  fnare  thou  haft  prepared  for  him  ! 
Go  I"  -continued  fhe,  furioufly  ftamping 
as  fhe  fpoke,  "Go,  deceitful  Syren!  and 
never  may  I  be  blalted  by  thy  fight 
again  ! 

All  the  irafcible  paffions  in  Edgar's  na- 
ture were  roufed  by  this  unwomanly  at- 
tack. Trembling  with  indignation;  fear- 
lefs  of  cpnfequences,  and  rendered  defpe- 
rate  by  oppolition,  he  fiercely  addrefled 
Mrs.  Harrington,  and  faid — 

"  By  what  right,  by  what  authority, 
Madam,  do  you  ufurp  the  privilege  of 
fpeaking  to  any  of  this  family  in  fuch  op- 
probrious terms  ?  Clarentine  is  under  my 
mother's  protection,  is  under  mine-,  and 
neither  fa  all 9  nor  deferves  to  be  infulted  bv 
language  fo  outrageous !" 

"  Grant  me  patience,  heaven!"  cried 
Mrs.  Harrington,  with  encreafing  vehe? 
mence  !  "  Grant  me  patience  to  bear  this 
dauntlefs  affurance  !  Mad  boy  !  be  filent, 
and  inftantly  remove  that  creature  from 

vol.  i.  N  my 
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my  fight,  or  I  will  not  anfwer  for  the  ex- 
tremities to  which  my  abhorrence  of  her 
may  drive  me!" 

Clarentine,  who  long  fince  had  crept 
towards  the  door  with  a  view  of  making 
her  efcape,  but  had  hitherto  been  pre- 
vented by  Sir  Edgar,  now,  in  a  low  and 
faltering  voice,  faid,  "  For  mercy,  for 
pity's  fake!  Sir  Edgar,  let  me  pafs!" 

"  Fear  nothing,  my  love,"  cried  he 
tenderly,  "  are  you  not  with  me  ?  then, 
who  will  dare  moleft  you  ?  Be  comforted, 
my  own  Clarentine!  be  reaffured;  and 
truft  me,  what  I  have  fo  folemnly  fworn, 
I  never  will  retraft — the  faith  I  have  fo 
voluntarily  pledged,  I  never  will  recall !" 

"  Alas!"  cried  fhe  mournfully,  «  that 
faith  I  wifh  not  to  accept — that  oath  I  wifh 
not  mould  be  binding  !  You  have  ruined, 
you  have  deftroyed  me  !  My  reputation 
is  gone  for  ever,  and  I  care  not  now  what 
becomes  of  me,  or  how  great  the  fhame 
that  awaits  me!" 

During  this  time,  Mrs.  Harrington, 
finding  her  power  by  no  means  equal  to 
the  talk  fhe  had  undertaken,  had  preci- 
pitately left  the  room,  aknoft  unnoticed 

by 
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by  the  two  miferable  beings  fhe  left  be- 
hind her. 

"  You  renounce  me  then!"  cried  Ed- 
gar reproachfully;  "  now,  at  the  very 
moment  I  wifh  to  make  my  devotion  to 
you  public,  you  coldly,  unfeelingly  re- 
nounce me,  and  reject  my  proffered  faith  f 
Oh,  Clarentine !  I  had  a  right  to  expect 
more  fenfibility  from  you !  I  had  a  right, 
when  willing  myfelf  to  hazard  every  thing 
in  order  to  obtain  you,  to  expect  fome 
fupport  from  your  own  firmnefs  !" 

"  The  moment   you  have  chofen,  Sir 
Edgar,"  returned  Clarentine,  c«  to  make 
your  partiality  known  to  me ;  the  ties  that 
already,  in  honour,  bind  you — the  oppo- 
fition  of  your  family,  and  a  thoufand  other 
reafons,  all  combine,  to  determine  me  at 
once  to  put  an  end. to  your  hopes.     Nei- 
ther reproaches,  importunity,  nor  perfe- 
verance,  ihall  ever  make  me  yours;   nor 
fhall   any    circumftances,  nor  any  time, 
induce  me  to  alter  my  refolution,  fincc 
the  remembrance  of  the  fcene  you  have 
involved  me  in  can  never  be  effaced  from 
my  mind,  nor  the  artifice  and  duplicity 
imputed  to  me   ever  be  wiped  off  from 
my  character !  Make  not,  therefore,  any 
N  z  attempt 
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attempt  to  change  your  mother's  plan; 
deny  not  your  engagement,  infult  not 
Lady  Julia,  nor  offend  her  father;  for  I 
here  firmly  proteft  to  you,  that  were  they 
to-morrow  to  releafe  you ;  were  you  pri- 
vileged to-morrow  to  offer  me  your  hand, 
after  what  has  paffed,  nothing  on  earth 
ihould  prevail  upon  me  to  accept  it ! 
juftify  my  conduft,  as  far  as  it  will  bear 
^uftification,  in  this  affair:  you  may  do  it 
with  truth  and  honour,  and  I  will  thank 
you  for  the  deed :  but  when  that  is  over, 
think  of  me  no  more!" 

Sir  Edgar,  thunderflruck  at  thisfpeech, 
with  an  air  of  mingled  pride  and  for- 
row,  inftantly  dropped  her  hand ;  and 
turning  filently  from  her,  began  walking 
about  the  room,  in  great  agitation,  with- 
out once  looking  up,  or  tru fling  himfelf 
to  fpeak  to  her  again. 

Clarentine  paufed  a  moment  at  the 
door  to  obferve  him.  Her  heart  almoft 
reproached  her  for  the  fufferings  (lie  had 
InfliSedj  me  fighed,  and  flill  involunta- 
rily Mngered,  till  hearing  a  noife  above, 
fhe  foftly  whifpered  a  parting  benediction, 

and  haflened  away. 

She 


CLARENT1NE..  26*9 

She  had  not  been  gone  three  minutes, 
"when,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Harrington, 
who  had  been  up  (lairs  on  purpofe  to  call 
her,   Lady  Delmington  entered  the  room. 

Sir  Edgar  ftarted  at  their  fight,  and 
■would  have  turned  paft  them  without 
(peaking,  but  his  mother  gently,  yet  half- 
reproachfully  calling  him  back,  faid — 

"  Edgar,  why  mould  you  avoid  me  ? 
If  you  have  done  no  wrong,  you  can  fear 
no  remonftrances;  and  if  you  have,  you- 
are  too  candid  not  to  hear  them  with  pa« 
tience  !" 

Soothed,  and  calmed,  by  the  mildnefs 
of  this  addrefs,  Sir  Edgar  refpeftfully 
approached  her,  took  her  hand,  and 
preffing  it  to  his  lips,  faid — 

"  Ah  !  dear  Madam,  fpare  me  to- 
night! my  heart  has- already  been  tortured 
beyond  endurance  i  I  am  ill,  I  am  ex- 
tremely dilturbed.  Suffer  me  then  to 
leave  you  now,  and  in  the  morning  I 
will  attend  you  as  early  as  you  pleafe." 

"  Upon  that  condition,  my  fon,"  an- 
swered Lady  Delmington,  "  I  willingly 
releafe  you.  Go,  my  dear  boy,  and 
may  heaven  reftore  you  to  happinefs  and 
tranquillity  " 

N  3  So 
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So  faying,  fhe  put  intoliis  hand  a  light ; 
remarked  with  grief  the  emotion  ftill  de- 
picted in  his  countenance,  and  after  ac- 
companying him  to  his  own  door3  took 
leave  of  Mrs.  Harrington  and  went  back 
to  her  room. 


CHAP.     VII. 


BEFORE  fix  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
Mrs.  Harrington  rang  for  her  woman,  and 
Tent  her  to  lummon  Harriet  and  Sophia 
to  her  bed-fide. 

The  inftant  this  menage  was  delivered, 
Sophia,  extremely  provoked  at  being  thus 
dillurbed,  exclaimed,  "  Has  your  mif- 
trefs  no  confcience,  Mrs.  Sutton?  Does 
fhe  really  believe,  that  after  going  to  bed 
at  paft  two  o'clock  we  can  rife  again  at 
fix  ?  Pray  tell  her  it  is  impoffible  to  think 
cf  it;  clofe   the   curtain   and   leave  the 


room." 


Then    turning    round   again,    fhe    de- 
clared fne  would  fend  no  other  anfwer. 

Applying 
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Applying  next  to  Harriet — "  Well 
Mifs,"  faid  the  maid,  "  will  you  attend 
my  miftrefs  ?  She  ,told  me  Ihe  had  fome- 
thing  very  particular  to  fay  to  you,  and 
unlefs  you  go  to  her,  fhe  will  molt  likely 
come  to  you." —  f 

"  Was  ever  any  thing  fo  tormenting'," 
cried  Harriet,  rubbing  her  eyes — "  What 
can  fhe  want  with  us  ?  Sophy,  do  get  up, 
and  ftep  to  her  a  moment;  you  can  come 
back  and  lay  down  again  afterwards,  you 
know." 

"  Very  much  obliged   to  you  1"   an- 
fwered  Sophy,  "  the  propofal  is  particu- 
larly friendly!    Ay,  good    Mrs.  Sutton, - 
pray  go  away  and  don't  diftra£t  us  any 
longer." 

"  So  then,"  cried  Mrs.  Sutton,  "  neither 
of  you  will  rife  ?"  "'  Yes,  yes  !"  anfwered 
Harriet,  peevifhlr,  "  /  will. — Go,  and 
tell  her  fo,  therefore ;  and  for  heaven 
fake,  don't  let  her  come  to  us!" 

"  No,"  faid  Sophia,  "  I  beg  you  won't; 
for  bad  habits  are  not  fo  foon  got  rid  of." 

In  a  very  few  minutes,  Harriet,  in  her 
night-cap  and  dreffing-gownj  was  at  Mrs. 
Harrington  s  bed-fide. 

N  4  Railing 
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Raifing  herfelf  up  the  moment  me  faw 
her,  "  Fine  doings,  child,"  cried  fhe,  "  in 
the  houfe  laft  night !  Pray  did  you  hear 
no  noife  about  three  o  clock  ?" 

"  No,  Madam,"  anfwered  Harriet, 
much  furprifed  at  this  beginning,  «  what 
was  the  matter  ?" 

Mrs.  Harrington  then  entered  into  an 
exaggerated  detail  of  all  that  had  pafled; 
fpoke  of  Clarentine  in  terms  of  oppro- 
brium the  moft  illiberal ;  coarfely  and 
unfeelingly  accufed  Lady  Delmington  of 
being  the  indirect  caufe  of  her  fon's  ruin, 
and  ended  by  protefting  (he  would  never 
ceafe  urging  her,  till  Clarentine  was 
finally  banifhed  the  hotife. 

Harriet,  amazed  at  this  recital,  was,  for 
fome  minutes  after  the  loquacious  fpeaker 
paufed,  incapable  of  uttering  a  word. 
At  length  however,  feeling  fome  concern 
for  her  brother,  me  faid — 

"  And  what  became  of  poor  Edgar 
when  he  faw  you  ?" 

'c  What  became  of  him?  Why,  he  be- 
haved with  a  degree  of  infolence,  I  never 
fhall  forgive  ;  openly  efpoufed  the  caufe 
of  the  wretch  who  has  mifguided  him; 
and  fet  my   remonftrances  completely  at 

defiance. 
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defiance.  Your  mother,  however,  has 
given  me  great  hopes,  fhe  will  no  more 
permit  her  henceforward  to  refide  here; 
fhe  leaves  the  houfe  in  two  hours,  de- 
cidedly, I  flatter  myfelf,  for  life.  Go 
not  near  her,  before  fhe  fets  off;  and 
give  the  fame  caution  to  Sophia." 

Harriet,  without  making  any  com- 
ment upon  what  fhe  had  heard,  was  then 
leaving  the  room;  but  at  the  door  Mrs* 
Harrington  called  her  back. 

"  Stop,  child,  ftop!"  cried  fhe,  iC  you 
have  been  told  of  the  projected  marriage 
between  your  worthlefs  brother  and  Lady 
Julia  Leyburne  ?  1  do  not  defpair  yet  of 
feeing  it  aceomplifhed  :  but  for  that  pur- 
pofe  fhe  muft  be  kept  in  profound  igno- 
rance of  all  that  has  paft.  That  wretched 
girl  cannot  infatuate  him  for  ever!  If  we 
can  but  remove  her  entirely  from  his 
fight,  place  her  totally  beyond  his  reach, 
I  have  not  the  lead  doubt  of  bringing 
him  to  his  fenfes.  Go  then,  and  be  care- 
ful you  fay  nothing  before  Lady  Julia 
that  can  lead  to  a  difcovery  '" 

Harriet  promifed  obedience,  and  was 
at  length  fuffered  to  depart. 

N  5  When 


£74  CLARENTINE. 

When  (he  got  back  to  her  own  room, 
fhe  found  Sophia  afleep.  Her  eagernefs 
to  impart  the  wonders  fhe  had  heard  al- 
lowed her  not,  however,  to  let  her  reft 
undifturbed;  the  inftant  fhe  reached  the 
bed-fide,  throwing  the  curtainswide  open, 
fhe  exclaimed- — 

"  O,  Sophy  I  I  have  fuch  news  to  tell 
you  !" 

"  News!"  faid  Sophia,  yawning,  "  Is 
the  dear  old  Harrington  going  ?" 

"  No,  no — but  Edgar — you'll  never 
believe  what  1  have  to  fay  about  him  !" 

"  Has  he  fold  his  coat  ?"  cried  Sophia 
— "  pawned  his  fhirt?" 

"  Nonfenfe  !  whatanabfurd  queftion!" 

"  Not  fo  abfurd,  perhaps,  as  you  may 
imagine  !  but  tell  me,  what  has  he  done  ?" 

"  Why  laft  night,"  faid  Harriet,  fitting 
down  upon  the  bed,  and  affirming  all  the 
fignificant  importance  of  an  old  village- 
goflip,  "  when  every  body  elfe  in  the 
boufe  was  afleep,  he  and  Clarentine  were 
difcovered  together  in  the  parlour." 

"  What  ?"  interrupted  Sophia,  eagerly 
ftarting  up,  "  What  did  you  fay?" 

"  That  in  the  middle  of  the  night," 
returned  Harriet,  »  Mrs,  Harrington  fur. 

prifed 
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prifed  Edgar  at  Clarentjne's  feet !  that  in 
confequence  of  this,  Clarentine  is  no 
more  to  be  permitted  to  return  here,  nor 
even  before  fhe  goes,  to  be  feen  or 
fptfken  to  by  any  body  !"' 

"  What  abominable  fcandal  have  you 
been  picking  up!"  cried  Sophia,  glowing 
with  indignation — "  For  fhame,  Harriet! 
How  can  you  repeat,  with  an  appearance 
of  fo  much  glee,  fuch  paltry  tittle  tattle? 
I  don't  believe  a  fingle  word  of  the  whole 
ftory;  and  notwithftanding  Mrs.  Harring- 
ton, fhall  get  up  and  go  to  poor  Claren- 
tine dire£tly. 

"  You  had  better  not,"  faid  Harriet 
drily,  "  fhe  ftri&ly  forbade  it,  and  or- 
dered me  to  come  and  tell  you  fo." 

"  Till  mama  forbids  it,"  faid  Sophia* 
beginning  in  hafle  to  rife,  "  I  think  my- 
felfat  liberty  to  do  as  I  pleafe.  l£you 
can  fo  eafily  renounce  a  near  relation,  a 
friend,  /  cannot,  nay,  I  will  not  ?" 

"  So  then,"  faid  Harriet,  "  you  believe 
this  is  entirely  my  invention?" 
,  f.  "  No,  I  don't,  Clarentine  and-  Edgar 
may  have  been  feen  together;  may  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  difturbed  by  the 
thunder,  have  met  in  the  parlour,;  but  I 
N  6  '      fhall 
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never  perfuade  myfelf  it  was  any  thing 
except  chance  that  occasioned  it.  She  is 
a  modeft,  an  excellent  girl;  and  would 
no  more  confent  to  a  private  affignation 
with  him,  at  fuch  improper  hours,  than 
flie  would  fly  !" 

During  this  little  dialogue,  having  dref- 
fed  herfelf  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  fhe 
was  moving  towards  the  door,  when  it 
was  Suddenly  opened,  and  Lady  Del- 
mington,  pale  and  breathlefs,  appeared— 

"  My  dear  girls,"  cried  fhe,  throwing 
herfelf  into  a  chair,  "  your  brother — my 
unhappy  Edgar,  is  ill — very  ill !" 

The  two  girls  ftarted,  and  flew  to  her. 

'■'  Dear  Madam,"  cried  Sophia,  "  have 
you  fent  for  any  body  ?  Oh,  let  me  go  to 
him  !" 

"  No,  no,  my  love!"  exclaimed  her 
mother,  alarmed  at  this  propofal,  "  his 
diforder  may  be  infectious !  go  not  near 
his  room  till  the  phyfician  has  feen  him-; 
I  have  fent  for  one  from  Lyfton." 

"  How  did  you  know  he  was  ill,  Ma- 
dam ?  faid  Harriet,  "  have  you  been  to 
him  ?" 

"  Yes,  I  fent  my  woman  up,  a  quarter 
of  an  lour  ago,  to  defrre  he  would  let  me 

fpeak 
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fpeak  to  him  before  break faft ;  me  brought 
me  word  down  he  was  unable  to  rife,  and 
to  all  appearance  was  extremely  ill.  I 
inftantly  haftened  to  him,  and  found  him 
in  a  burning  fever,  motionlefs,  and  quite 
infenfible  !  The  houfekeeper  is  fitting  by 
him  during  my  abfence,  and  I  am  now 
impatiently  expefting  the  arrival  of  the 
phyfician." 

1  "■  Alas!  dear  Madam,"  cried  Sophia 
in  a  voice  of  fupplication,  "  and  are  we, 
in  addition  to  our  concern  on  Edgar's  ac- 
count, to  be  fo  utterly  forbidden  the 
fight  of  Clarentine  before  me  goes  ?  Is  it 
true  fhe  has  fo  deeply  offended  you  ?" 

"  My  Sophia,"  anfwered  Lady  Delr 
rnington,  "  fhe  has  lefs  offended  than 
grieved  me.  I  know  not  how  to  a£t  with 
regard  to  her,  ho.w  to  difpofe  of,  how  to 
behave  to  her.  She  has  involved  us  all 
in  the  cruelleft  perplexity;  made  your 
brother  miferable  ;  and  fullied  her  own 
character.  Yet,  ftill  I  cannot  forget  fhe 
was  your  father's  niece ;  cannot  forget 
her  youth,  her  inexperience;  nor  the 
blame  I  myfelf  deferve,  for  having  ex- 
pofed  her  to  a  trial  fhe  was  fo  unequal 
to.     Where  I  can  place  her,  heaven  only 

,know.s  I 
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knows!  If  you  very  much  wim  it,  how- 
ever, you  may  fee,  and  take  leave  of  her, 
though  I  cannot." 

Sophia,  in  token- of  gratitude  for  this 
permiffion,  fiiently  kiffed  her  mother's 
hand,  and  ran  out  of  the  room. 

On  entering  that  of  Clarentine,  fhe 
was  fuprifed  to  find  it  already  deferted, 
and  with  much  vexation  was  turning 
back,  when,  as  fhe.  pa(Tedr  the  drefiing 
table,  a  fealed  note,  directed  to  her, 
caught  her  eye.  She  took  it  up,  and 
breaking  it  open,  found  in  itthefe  words: 

MISS  SOPHIA  DELMINGTON. 

"  Before  my  deareft  Sophia  reads  this 
note,  I  fhall  have  left  the  houfe.  I  can- 
not encounter  difgrace,  nor  am  I  fuffi- 
ciently  hardened  to  defy  contempt.  Of 
all  I  leave  behind  me,  you  alone  do  I 
dare  addrefs,  for  you  alone  will  credit 
me  perhaps,  when  I  folemnly  plead,  not 
guilty !  Appearances  may  be  againft  me  : 
but  the  heart  of  my  Sophia,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  never  will.  Think  of  me,  there- 
fore, as  kindly  as. you  can,  and  write  to 
me  if  you  are  allowed.  Adieu.  Heaven 
blefs  you !" 

This 
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This  unaffe&ed  note,  in  which  no  at- 
tempt was  made  to  excite  companion,  no 
weak  lamentations  poured  forth,  and  no 
bitternefs  of  complaint  indulged,  gave 
Sophia  the  utmoft  pleafure ;  and  would 
have  been  alone  fufficient,  had  ihe  not 
already  in  her  own  mind  exculpated  her 
friend,  to  have  convinced  her  that  the 
perfon  who  could  write  fo  temperately  at 
fuch  a  moment,  muft  be  fupported  by  an 
internal  confcioufnefs  of  re£iitude,  and 
a  firm  perfuafion  of  her  own  innocence. 

Meeting  Emma  upon  the  flairs,  fhe 
afked  her  how  long  Clarentine  had  been 
gone  ? 

"  Not  a  quarter  of  an  hour,"  anfwered 
the  child;  "  Madame  d'Arzele  came  for 
her  fooner  than  fhe  expected  :  but  as  fhe 
never  had  her  cloaths  off  the  whole  night, 
and  only  lay  down  a  little  while  on  the 
outfide  of  the  bed,  fhe  was  ready  in  a 
moment." 

Then  lowering  her  voke  with  an  air  of 
myftery,  fhe  added, 

<f  I  don't  know  what  was  the  matter, 
but  fhe  cried  fadly  as  fhe  was  going  away, 
and  when  I  wifhed  her  good  by,  held  me 

in 
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in  her  arms,  and  kitted  me,  without  being 
able  to  fpeak  a  lingle  word." 

Sophia,  extremely  affe&ed  by  this  ac- 
count, fcarcely  had  power  to  refrain  from 
tears  herfelf.  The  character  of  Claren- 
tine,  "  jealous  in  honour,"  and  full  of 
fenilbility  as  it  was,  fhe  knew  too  well, 
not  to  feel  deeply  for  the  diftrefs  of  heart 
fhe  mud  endure,  when  quitting  the  houfe 
under  imputations  fo  difgraceful,  unfup- 
ported  by  the  foothing  expectation  of  ever 
being  entirely  abfolved,  and  even  uncer<- 
tain  whether  her  return  to  it  would  ever 
be  permitted. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  conviclion  her 
note  brought  to  the  mind  of  Sophia,  fhe 
ventured  not  to  communicate  it  to  her 
mother,  fince,  to  one  who  believed  her 
guilty,  it  might  appear  too  much  to  bor- 
der vipon  a  fpirit  of  independence  and 
pvide,  moderate  as  it  was;  and  fince  nor- 
thing, fhe  was  certain,  but  the  extremeft 
Humility  and  the  deepeft  contrition  could 
now  gain  her  any  indulgence.  For  this 
reafon,  therefore,  fhe  carefully  concealed 
its  contents,  and  deferred  anfwering  it  till 
evening,  when  being  releafed  by  Harriet 
from  her  attendance  upon  her  brother, 

fhe 
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(he  fliut  herfelf  up  in  her  own  room,  and 
wrote  as  follows : 

MISS    DELMINGTON. 

"  You  judge  rightly,  deareft  Claren- 
tine,  when  you  fay,  my  heart  can  never  be 
againft  you!  What  are  appearances,  com- 
pared to  a  life  blamelefs  as  yours  has  been 
for  17  years?  Such  a  life  ought  alone  to 
eftablifh  confidence,  and  preclude  fuf- 
picion.  As  for  me,  you  will  I  hope  eafily 
credit  me,  when  I  tell  you,  I  believed 
you  innocent  from  the  moment  I  heard 
the  charge  brought  againft  you ;  and 
were  the  whole  world  to  raife  its  voice  in 
your  accufation,  till  its  authority  was  ren- 
dered unqueftionable  by  pofitive  proof,  I 
never  mould  put  any  faith  in  its  report. 
Why  mould  an  unblemifhed  reputation, 
a  fair  and  fpotlefs  character  be  coveted, 
if,  upon  trial,  neither  will  avail  to  fhield 
us  from  injuftice  ?  Thofe  who  have  chear- 
fully  pra&ifed  all  the  duties  of  their  fta- 
tion,  who  for  years,  have  pofleff'ed,  and 
merited  the  approbation  and  efleera  of  all 
who  knew  them,  deferve  not  furely,  that 
on  the  firft  equivocal  a£tion  of  their  lives, 
furprife  mould  be  converted  into  doubt—' 
and  doubt  into  determined  condemnation! 

"Bui 
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"  But  let  me  riot  dwell  longer  upo« 
this  ungrateful  fubjeft.  We  underftand 
each  other  too  well  for  it  to  be  neceflary, 
/  fhould  lofe  time  in  telling  you  how  lit- 
tle I  fufpett  you  j  or  you  mould  fpend 
yours  in  ufelefs  vindication  j  I  afk  for 
none— -I  require  none:  but  I  mould  be 
rejoiced  above  meafure,  were  you  to 
■write  to  me  fuch  an  account,  plain,  fim- 
ple,  and  undifguifed,  of  this  ftrange  bu- 
finefs,  as  I  could  fafely  fhew  my  mother. 
You  know  her,  my  Clarentine ;  you  know 
how  open  her  liberal  mind  is  to  convic- 
tion; how  ready  her  generous  heart  is  to 
forget  and  pardon.  That  fhe  certainly 
is,  at  prefent,  uncommonly  incenfed,  I 
will  not  pretend  to  conceal  from  you. 
Had  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  been 
even  lefs  fufpicious  than  they  were,  the 
pains  that  have  been,  and  hourly  are  taken, 
to  prejudice  her  againft  you,  could  hardly 
have  failed  in  their  effecl:;  fince,  as  you 
will  believe,  no  malicious  aggravations 
are  fpared,  no  unfavourable  interpreta- 
tions omitted,  that  can  conduce  towards 
efFe&ually  eradicating  you  from  her 
heart.  Yet  fear  not,  my  own  Clarentine 
— that  heart  ftill   whlfpers    many   kind 

things 
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things  to  her  in  your  behalf;  and  truth 
and  innocence  mufi,  in  the -end,  prevail ! 

"  You  may  wonder  perhaps,  and  na- 
turally, that  for  the  detail  I  folicit,  I  ap- 
ply not  to  Edgar  himfelf.  Blame  him  not 
however,  too  rafhly;  nor,  for  one  mo- 
ment, believe  fo  ill  of  him,  as  to  imagine, 
he  would  have  negle£led  doing  you  all 
the  juftice,  and  making  you  all  the  repa- 
ration in  his  power,  had  he  been  in  a  (itu 
ation  to  have  undertaken  the  explanation 
I  alk— Alas!  my  dear  Clarentine — I  know 
not  even  if,  from  bitn,  it  can  ever  be  ob- 
tained !  Judge  of  my  mother's — judge  of 
our  affliction  !  By  turns  fpeechlefs  or  de- 
lirious, he  now  lies  in  a  raging  fever,  un- 
confcious  of  our  diftrefs,  and  infenfible  of 
his  own  danger.  Thephyfician  whoyifited 
him  this  morning,  on  hearing  of  the  party 
he  was  engaged  in  yefterday,  attributed 
his  illnefs  to  what  he  termed,  an  excefs  of 
conviviality,  and  gave  us  to  underftand,  it 
was  chiefly  owing  to  his  having  firft  heated 
his  blood  by  drinking  more  than  he  was 
accuftomed  to,  and  then  by  hard  riding. 
Perhaps  thefe  two  caufes  might  contri- 
bute, in  fome  degree,  to  produce  the 
effeft  we  fo  much  lament;  but  that  they 

were 
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were  the  Jole  caufes,  it  is  impoffiBle', 
knowing  the  extreme  agitation  he  after- 
wards underwent,  to  believe.  A  mode- 
rate degree  of  attachment,  a  very  cool 
head,  and  a  more  unfeeling  heart  would, 
I  fufpeft,  notwithftanding  the  excejfes  he 
is  fuppofed  to  have  run  into,  have  better 
preferved  him  from  the  fufFerings  he  now 
endures,  than  the  temperance  I  every 
moment  hear  fo  warmly  extolled ;  fince 
its  limits  were  fo  (lightly  infringed,  that  I, 
who  faw  and  fpoke  to  him,  before  I  left 
the  parlour,  fcarcely  perceived  that  he 
was  at  all  difordered. 

"  As  for  my  mother,  I  am  convinced 
that  in  her  heart,  Jhe  puts  no  more  faith 
in  this  opinion  than  I  do,  though  (he  en- 
deavours, and  finds  a  fpecies  of  confo- 
lation  in  attempting  it,  to  perfuade  us  (he 
does.  I  own  my  felf,  it  is  much  pleafanter 
to  believe  his  illnefs  arifes  from  circum- 
(lances  merely  accidental,  fuch  as  will 
give  way  to  proper  attendance,  and 
medical  (kill,  than  to  acknowledge  its 
germ  lies  in  his  heart,  and  its  cure  in  her 
power  ! 

"  Lady  Julia  means  to  write  to  you 
to-morrow;  in  your  anfwfir,  my  Claren- 

tine, 
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tine,  forbear,  I  befeech  yoti,  to  give  her 
the  flighted  hint  concerning  any  thing 
that  has  patted.  It  is  thought  right  here 
to  keep  her  in  profound  ignorance  upon 
the  fubje6t;  our  Superieurehas  fo  decreed 
it,  and  feems  to  think,  if  the  projected 
alliance  can  but  be  brought  to  bear,  it  is  of 
very  little  confequence  upon  what  terms 
— with  how  much  anguifh  to  one  party, 
or  with  what  profpefts  to  the  other. — 
Very  humane  policy,  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed ! 

"  We  heard  from  my  brother  Frede- 
rick to-day  He  is  no  longer  in  the  lame 
fhip  with  Mr.  Somerfet,  which  -he  feems 
to  lament  extremely  They  parted  foon 
after  Somerfet  was  made  poft-captain, 
and 'Frederick,  who  is  now  ftationed  in 
the  Mediterranean,  knows  not  ex?.6lly 
where  his  friend  has  been  ordered,  but 
believes  he  is  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

"  Adieu,  deareft  Clarentine.  My  heart 
is  very  fad,  and  my  letter  not  very  con- 
dolatory; but  in  fuch  a  houfe,  and  under 
fuch  impreffions  it  would  be  difficult  to 
write  with  higher  fpirits. 

"  A  thoufand  loves  to  Madame  d'Ar- 
zele,  and  compliments  to  the  Chevalier. 

When 
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When  does  he  return  ?  Send  your  an- 
fwer  by  him,  and  beg  he  will  feize  the  firft 
opportunity  of  delivering  it  to  me  pri- 
vately. After  that,  I  will  let  you  know 
whether  you  may  fafely  write  to  me  in 
the  ufual  way,  by  poll. 

"  Once  more,  my  Clarentine,  adieu. 

"  S.  D." 

The  three  firft  days  that  fucceeded  the 
writing  this  letter,  were  marked  by  no 
material  changes  in  Sir  Edgar,  and  no 
circumflances  of  moment  in  the  family. 
On  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  however, 
the  Chevalier  de  Valcour,  in  his  way 
from  Sidmouth  to  Welwyn  Park,  flopped 
for  a  few  minutes  at  Delmington,  and 
found  means,  before  he  left  the  houfe, 
of  delivering  the  following  letter  to 
Sophia. 

Sidmouth,  July  13. 
MISS  S.  DELMINGTON. 

"  The  charge  of  fecrecy  with  which 
you  conclude  your  affettionate  letter, 
my  ever-kind  Sophia,  alarms  me  fo  much 
on  your  account,  that  I  now  anfwer  it 
with  the  mofl  fearful  miftrufl  and  appre- 

henfion. 
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henfion.     You  own  it   not;    yet,  I   can 
have  no  doubt  you  were  prohibited  from 
holding  any  correfpondence  with  me.— 
Oh  why,  my  deareft  girl!,  for  one  who  is 
deemed  undeferving  fuch  an  indulgence, 
why  incur  fucji  a  rifle?     Had  not  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  appearing  to  you  ungrate- 
ful, or  negligent,  urged  me,  even  in  op- 
pofition    to    my     own    judgment,    too 
ftrongly   to   be   refilled,    believe   me,    I 
never  mould  have  found  courage,  after 
fuch  a  caution,  to  have  addreffed  you, 
by    any    conveyance    whatever.       Pray 
Heaven  I  may  not   be  involving  you  in 
any  portion  of  my  own  difgrace,  by  ven- 
turing  upon   fo    hazardous    an    experi- 
ment !     It  would  quite  break  my  heart, 
were  that  to  be  the  cafe  !     Write  to  me 
no  more,   therefore,   I   befeech   you.— 
Tempt  me  not  again  to   engage  you  in 
fuch  danger;  to  have  forborne   anfwer- 
ing  fo  friendly  a  letter  as  your  laft  would 
have  been  impoflible;    and  yet  I  tremble 
to  think  what  you  may  fuffer  by  my  doing 
it! 

4f  I  fee,  my  Sophia,  notwithftanding 
the  generous  anxiety  with  which  you  en- 
deavour to  chear  me  with  better  hopes, 

I  fee 
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I  fee  plainly,  I  am  now  become  an  utter 
exile  from  your  houfe  !  I  have  loft  the 
only  tie  that  could  ever  bind  me  to  your 
mother's  heart,  her  good  opinion ;  and  I 
fear,  irrecoverably  loft,  it;  at  leaft,  if  I 
muft  depend  for  its  reftoration  on  my 
own  juftification;  fince,  at  fuch  a  mo- 
ment as  this,  while  your  unhappy  brother 
lies  in  the  dreadful  ftate  you  defcribe  to 
me,  no  felfifh  confiderations  upon  earth, 
no  profpeft  of  perfonal  advantagej  how- 
ever great,  could  induce  me  to  enter  the 
lifts  as  his  accufer.  Let  my  vindication, 
therefore,  reft  where  it  is,  for  the  prefent ; 
and  fuller  me  at  leaft  to  delay  entering 
upon  the  fubjeft,  till  I  hear  better  tidings 
of  Sir  Edgar,  and  can  do  it  with  lefs  pain 
to  his  mother's  feelings.  At  this  time 
there  would  be  a  hardened  infenfibility, 
a  want  of  decency,  in  beginning  fuch  an 
explanation,  I  fhudder  but  to  think  of; 
nor  could  I  do  it,  even  to  regain  what  I 
moft  prize  in  the  world,  Lady  Delming- 
ton's  efteem!  It  would  feem  to  me,  al- 
moft  like  raking  up  the  allies  of  the  dead, 
It  would  be  unpardonable,  it  would  be 
cruel ! 

i  «  Madame 
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"  Madame  d'Arzele,  whofe  tendernefs 
and  whofe  near  affinkv  give  her  a  fort  of 
»claim  to  the  moft  unlimited  confidence, 
lias  wrung  from  Hie,  relu&ant  as  I  was  to 
make  fuch  a  difclofure,  even  to  her, 
every  circumftance  of  this  heart-breaking 
•affair.  She  law  me  depreffed,  and 
wretched,  beyond  all  power  of  conceal- 
ment^ and  fo  deeply  partook  in,  fo 
foothingly  compaffionated  my  affliction, 
that  I  found  a  fpecies  of  confolation  in 
.^pouring  out  all  my  forrows  into  her  af- 
fectionate bofom.  She  has  fortified  and 
calmed  me;  given  me  courage,  I  think, 
to  bear  with  refignation  whatever  fen- 
tence  is  to  be  pronounced  againft  me; 
and  taught  me,  I  hope,  with  thankfulnefs 
for  the  paft,  to  fubmit  unrepiningly  to  ^he 
future. 

"  I  have  thought  much,  as  you  will 
believe,  of  my  own  fituation,  and  thought 
of  it  with  the  moft  ferious  anxiety  It 
would  be  madnefs,  I  fear,  let  my  future 
defence  have  what  effeB:  it  may,  to  expeci 
that  my  refidence  in  your  family  fhould, 
during  the  prefentftate'  of  affairs,  be  again 
allowed.  My  requeft  therefore  is,  that 
Whenever  the  decree  of  banifhment,    I 

vol.  1.      '  O  look 
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look  forward  to  with  fuch  dread,  is  pro- 
nounced, I  may  be  permitted  to  go  to< 
Mr.  L.enham's,  whom  I  have  every  rea- 
son to  hope  will,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  ad- 
mit me.  If  Lady  Delmington,  however, 
has  other  views  for  me,  fhe  mav  r-eft  af- 
fared  of  my  humblefl  concurrence:  but 
it  feems  far  more  probablej  fhe  will  re- 
joice, amidft  fo  many  other  cares,  .to  be 
exempted  from  any  additional  one,  and 
that  confequently,  I  may  rely  upon  her 
giving  a  ready  fan£tion  to  mv'petition. 

"  This  morning,  I  received  a  kind, 
but  melancholy  letter  from  Lady  Julia. 
Whilft  I  perufed  it,  how  did  I  blefs 
heaven  that  I  had  it  ftill  in  my  power  to 
read  the  expreffions  of  attachment  and 
confidence  with  which  fhe  honours  me, 
with  unblufhing  cheeks,  and  a  confciouf- 
nefs  of  not  having  forfeited  by  ill-conduct 
the  friendship  fhe  has  hitherto  profeffed 
for  me.  To  a  guilty  mind,  every  partial 
fentence  that  fell  from  her  pen  would 
have  been  a  flab;  to'  me,  my  d'eareft 
Sophia,  they  were  as  balm,  my  wounded 
fpirit  required  ;  and  the  tears  I  fhed  over 
the  whole  letter,  were  literally  tears  of 
luxury  and  enjoyment. 

"  I  am 
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"lam  rejoiced  to  find  you  have  heard 
from  Frederick.  At  fuch  a  period  as 
this,  how  welcome  to  his  mother's  heart 
muft  have  been  the  tidings  of  his  health 
and  fafety,  mine  bounded  with  pleafure, 
for  her  fake,  at  the  news. 

cc  Would  to  heaven,  I  too  could  hear 
from  Mr.  Sornerfet  !  Might  he  not  have 
written  to  me,  dear  Sophia,  before  he  em- 
barked upon  fo  dittant  an  expedition? 
Will  he  alio,  do  you  think,  call  me  off — 
forget  all  his  paft  regard,  and  concern 
himfelf  about  me  no  more  ?  Alas  !  this  is 
not  the  time  he  mould  have  chofen  for 
fuch  a  defertion  !  when  every  word  of 
kindnefs  is  fo  precious,  I  can  lefs  bear 
than  ever  to  lofe  the  confolation  his  re- 
membrance would  have  afforded  me. 
Often,  often  have  Tthought  of  him,  fince 
I  left  your  houfe.  How  are  all  his  pre- 
dictions verified.  Oh !  could  he  but 
know  What  an  unerring  prophet  he  has 
proved,  with  what  regret,  unlefs  he  has 
•changed  indeed,  would  he  refle£t  upon 
the  additional  forrow  his  neglecl  muft  oc- 
cafion  me  ! 

"  But  my   deareft   Sophia,   I  ought  to 

apologize    for  thefe  irrational    murmurs. 

O  2  Unhappinefs, 
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Unhappinefs,  I  believe,  makes  egotiils  of 
us  alt ;  and  as  the  friend  of  the  unhappy^ 
vou  muft  learn  to  bear  with  their  infir* 
mines.  I  will  give  way  to  fuch  gloomy 
reflections,  however,  no  longer,  but  haften 
to,  a  lefs  unpleafant  fubje£L 

"  Our  fweet  little  Eugenie  begins  al- 
ready, I  think,  to  find  benefit  from  the 
change  of  air.  She  has  bathed  twice 
fince  our  arrival,  and  bore  it  extremely 
well.  Her  dear  mother  views  her  im- 
proved looks,  with  a  degree  of  tranfport 
I  can  give  you  no  idea  of;  and  but  for 
the  dejeftion  I  involuntarily  caft  over  it, 
ours  would  be  the  moil  chearful  little  fo« 
cicty  in  the  world. 

44  The  Chevalier  has  promifed  to  give 
us  frequent  accounts  of  Sir  Edgar.  1  im- 
plored he  would,  left  my  anxiety  ref- 
peclir.g  him,  overpowering  my  own  tem- 
ples, mould  induce  me~.to  write  again  to. 
you  for  intelligence. 

"  I  venture  not,  in  the  clandeftine 
manner  I  now  addrefs  you,  to  recom- 
mend, myfelf  to  your  honoured  mother* 
nor  even  to  include  my  good  wifhes  to, 
oar  fifters;  my  prayers  are  all  1  dare 
offer  up,  either,  for  them3  or  for  Sir  Edgar  j 
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and  that  they  may  be  accepted  is  the  mod 
fervent  wifh  of  my  heart. 

"  And  now,  my  belt  Sophia,  farewel ; 
probably,  «  a  long  farewel."  Love  me  ; 
think  of  me  fometimes,  however  diftant ; 
and  be  allured  of  the  tenderelt,  and  moft 
grateful  affection,  of 

"  Your  Own, 
"  Clarentine  Delmington  " 

Deeply  affected  by  the  contents  of  a 
letter,  in  many  places,  fo  generous,  in  all 
fo  {impleand  fo  touching,  Sophia  couldnot 
refill  the  ftrong  impulfe  file  felt,  the  firfl 
moment  Sir  Edgar  s  amended  ftate  of 
health  allowed  her  to  enter  upon  the  fub- 
je6l,  to  communicate  it  to  her  mother. 
She  was  perfuadedthat  the  paffage  in  par- 
ticular, which  accounted  for  Clarentine' s 
filence  with  regard  to  her  own  vindica- 
tion, could  not  fail  making  the  mod  fen- 
fible  impreffion  upon  fuch  a  mind  as  Lady 
Delmington's;  and  might  conduce  more 
towards  reinftating  her  in  her  heart,  than 
the  ftrongelt  affeverations,  or  even  the 
deareft  proofs  of  innocence,  unfeafonably 

brought  forward, 

O  3  In> 


2.g4  C'LAkEtfTifff* 

In  this  opinion  fhe  found  herfelf  fuffy 
juftified  by  the  event.  Lady  Delming- 
ton,  overcome  by  the  delicacy,  the 
gentlenefspf  fpirit  that  breathed  through- 
out the  whole  letter,  wept  over  it  with? 
mingled  fenfations  of  tendernefs  and  ad- 
miration ;  and  when  fhe  came  to  its  con- 
clufion,  warmly  exclaimed — 

4C  Amiable,  and  excellent  girl !  oh, 
where  fhall  I  find  courage,  after  this,  to 
go  through  the  painful  talk  I  am  enjoined, 
to  announce  to  her  the  decifion  that  has 
been  paft  ?" 

84  W  hat  decifion,  deareft  Madam  ?" 
fearfully  enquired  Sophia}  il  Is  it  pofli* 
ble,  have  you  really  confented?" 

"  Afk  me  no  queftions,  Sophia,"  in- 
terrupted Lady  Delmington,  44  I  cannot 
revqke  the  relu6lant  promifes  I  have 
given,  nor  can  I  bear  to  dwell  longer 
upon  the  fubjec\  Leave  me  then  for  the 
prefent.  I  fhall  write  to  your  poorTriend 
this  evening,  and  fhew  you  my  letter 
before  it  goes.  Let  thai  anfwer  all  your 
objections." 

Sophia  retired  with  a  heavy  and  fore- 
boding heart;  and  early  the  following 
morning  was  fummoned  to  her  mother's 

drefling- 
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chrefling-room,  to  hear  the  dreaded  fen- 
tence  me  had  been  taught  to  expett. 

MISS   DELMINGTON. 

Delmxngton-Houfe,  July  6th. 

"  The  fight  of  my  hand-writing  will, 
I  doubt  not,  equally  aftonifh  and  alarm 
you :  but  divert  yourfelf  of  all  appre* 
henfions,  Clarentine;  it  is  as  little  my 
purpofe  to  fhock  you  by  ufelefs  recrimi- 
nations, as  to  miflead  you  by,  delufive 
promifes !  I  write  with  a  determination 
of  fpeaking  openly  and  frankly  to  you  ; 
and  of  putting  an  end  at  once  to  a  ftate 
of  uncertainty,  I  know  fo  well  how  to 
pity. 

"  Now,  therefore,  let  me  own,  my  ftill- 
dear  Clarentine,  that  the  unfortunate 
paffion  of  my  fon,  however  the  violence 
with  which  it  at  laft  burft  forth  may  have 
diiirefled,  has  not,  for  one  moment,  fur- 
prifed  me.  I  have  long  entertained  a 
vague  fufpicion  of  this  nature,  which 
being  ftrengthened  by  the  infinuations  of 
others,  almoft  arofe  at  one  time  to  po- 
fkive  conviction.  Then,  you  will  fay, 
would  have  been  the  proper  feafon  to 
have  deviled  fome  efFeaual  check  to  its 

further 
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further  progrefs;  true:  but  we  are  not 
always  aware  of  the  danger  of  procrafti- 
nation,  and  your  extreme  youth  at  that 
period  ;  the  feparation  that  fhortly  after 
took  place  between  you  and  Edgar  > 
other  cares ;  and  above  all,  the  difficulty 
of  finding  a  more  eligible  abode  for  you, 
diverted  me  from  my  defign,  and  led  me 
to  filence,  as  groundlefs,  every  intrufive 
apprehenfion. 

f'  Edgar's  conduct  ever  after,  whether 
dictated  by  acquired  caution,  or  refulting 
from  natural  referve,  was  fo  aftonifhingly 
guarded;  his  behaviour  to  you  betrayed 
fo  little  of  the  lover,  I  may  almoft  add,  of 
the  friend,  that  till  this  extraordinary  dif- 
covery  laid  his  heart  open  before  us,  I 
queftion  if  a  fingle  individual  of  my  fa- 
mily, Mrs.  Harrington  and  myfelf  alone 
excepted,  had  ever  conceived  the  flighteft 
idea  of  his  attachment. 

"  The  cafe  is  now  changed;  and  he 
who,  when  a  mother's  watchful  eye  fear- 
fully obfervcd  him,  had  fufficient  com- 
mand over  his  paffions,  to  conceal  and 
reftrain  them,  in  one  unguarded  moment, 
when  all  diftruft  was  over,  and  all  vigi- 
lance at  an  end,  turned  traitor  to  bim- 

felf, 
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felf,  and  wantonly  betrayed  his  own,  and, 
ah  Clarentine  !  J  greatly  fear,  your  fecret 
alfo ! 

"  Eut  of  this  1  have  no  right,  no  wifh  to 
be  informed.  As  circumftances  now 
fland,  fuch-a  confeffion  would  only  add 
to  my  concern  for  you,  without  enabling 
me  to  flatter  you  with  the  molt  diftant 
hope.  I  might  lament  over  you  :  but  as 
1  cannot  ferve  you,  leave  me,  at  leaft,  the 
confolation  of  a  doubt  upon  this  fubjecL 

"  Favoured,  and  beloved  as  you  have 
ever  been  by  Lady  Julia  Leyburne,  I 
cannot  fuppofe  fhe  wholly  concealed  from 
you  the  treaty  that  was  in  agitation  be- 
tween her  father  and  my  felf.  I  may 
therefore  venture  to  fpeak  to  you  of  it, 
without  difguife.  ^ 

"  Independant  of  the  noble  income 
Lady  Julia  will  bring  my  fon,  an  income 
which,  confidering  the  narrow  limits  of  his 
own,  and  the  large  deductions  from  it 
that  mull  be  made  in  order  to  pay  his 
fillers'  fortunes,  becomes  almoft  indifpen- 
fable  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of  his  re- 
maining life.  She  is  the  woman  whom, 
amidft  thousands,  I  would  have  fele&ed, 

as. 
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as   the   one   moft    likely    to    render  him. 
happy 

"  Allowing  for  the  natural  timidity  of 
her  temper,  the  domeflic  education  me 
has  received,  and  the  life  of  unvarying 
retirement  fhe  has  led,  I  obferve  in  her 
the  feeds  of  every  good  quality  that  can 
be  defired.  The  helplefs  indolence  that 
formerly  marked  her  difpofition  gives 
place  to  greater  energy  every  day.  She 
is  fincere,  generous,  and  benevolent;  and 
by  the  placid  meekhefs  that  characterifcs 
her,  feems  to'rrie,  of  all  others,  the  wife 
befl;  fuited  to  one,  who  already  announ- 
ces a  temper  fo  impetuous  and  ardent  as 
Edgar. 

'    "  Thus  far  then,  1  am  juftified  in  wilh- 
ing  for  this  match.     It   enfures  affluence 
and   independence   to  himfelf;    the   cer- 
tainty  of  being  able   to  provide  hand- 
fomely  for  his    fitters ;    the  profpeft   of 
becoming  heir  to  Mrs.  Harrington ;  and 
the  faireft  hopes,  if  reafoned  gently  into 
compliance,  of  his  enjoying,  ever  after, 
a  ftate  of  domeftic  peace  and  ferenity.    l 
"  Now,  fuffer  me   to  reverfe  the  pic- 
ture:  fuffcr  me  to  trace,  a  faint  (ketch  of 
the  evils  that,  in  my  opinion,  would  fol- 
low 
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low  his  union  with  you;  nor  imagine, 
dear  Clarentine,  that  my  purpofe  is  to 
wound  or  infult  you  by  the  companion. 
Far  be  fuch  an  intention  from  my  heart. 
No,  my  love  ;  to  warn  and  caution  you 
is  all  I  have-in  view.  My  language  would 
be  the  fame  to  either  of  my  own  daughters, 
in  the  fame  circumftances. 

"  To  fpeak  firft,  therefore,  of  the  dif- 
fimilarity  of  your  tempers;  Edgar's,  irri- 
table, though  foon  fubdued;  often  cap- 
tious, violent,  and  unreafonable,  would 
make  the  torment  of  your  life;  fince  clear- 
fighted,  and  penetrating  as  you  are,  his 
ftarts  of  irrational  paffion  could  never 
efcape  you,  nor  confequeiitly,  ever  fail 
either  grieving,  or  alarming  you  Not 
fo  Lady  Julia.  Abfent  in  converfation  ; 
feldom  animated  enough  to  be  fenfible  of 
what  is  paffing  around  her,  his  caufelefs 
refentment,  unlefs  directed  again  ft  her- 
felf,  would  fcarcely  awaken  her  attention, 
and  never  reach  her  heart.  Injuftice,  fhe 
has  not  dircrimination  fufficient  to  diftin- 
guifli,  nor  expoftulation,  courage  enough 
to  hazard ;  by  her,  therefore,  he  would 
efcape  uncondemned ;  and  by  him,  fhe 
w.ould  live  undifturbcd.     His  kindnefs  to 
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herfelf  would  be  all  fhe  would  require  j 
and  indifferent  to  his  general  conduQ:, 
nothing  would  wound,  becaufe  nothing 
would  ftrike  her  except  his  negleft. 

*«  Would  this  Clarentine — afk  youf 
own  heart — would  this  be  your  cafe  ? 
"  Tremblingly  alive  all  o'er,"  would  not 
you  feel  as  fenfi'bly  for  others  as  for  your- 
felf  ?  Could  you,  an  unconcerned  witnefs 
of  this  irafcibility,  endure  to  fit  tamely 
by,  without  attempting,  either  by  reafon 
or  fupplication,  to  moderate  and  appeafe 
him?  No,  you  could  not;  and  what 
would  be  the  confequence  ?  By  feeking 
to  reftrain,  you  would  inflame  him  ;  and 
by  uttering,  or  even  looking  difapproba- 
tion,  however  deferved,  you  would  bring 
down  upon  your  own  head  the  wrath 
originally  aimed  at  others.  From  an  ob- 
ject paflionately  beloved,  reproof,  though 
only  implied  by  a  gefture,  or  a  glance,  is 
harder  to  be  borne,  and  finks  deeper  into 
the  heart,  than  from  any  other  quarter; 
and  Edgar,  naturally  enclined  to  jealoufy, 
anxious  for  your  efteem,  and  but  too 
ready  to  take  alarm  at  the  flighteft  ap- 
pearance of  its  failure,  would  fuffer  him- 
felf,  and  impofe  upon  you,  every  torment 

that 
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that  apprehended   indifference;  or   con- 
tempt, could  inflict. 

"  I  have  been  thus  explicit,  my  cleared 
girl,  with  regard  to  my  doubts  concern- 
ing the  probable  event  of  a  marriage 
which,  to  Edgar  at  leaft,  now  appears  fo 
defirable,  in  the  hope  of  proving  to  you, 
that  all  my  objections  to  it  are  not  the 
refult  of  ambitious  and  interefted  con- 
fiderations.  Heaven  preferve  me  from 
ever  wifliing  to  aggrandize  or  enrich 
my  family  at  the  expence  of  his  or 
your  lafting  mifery !  He  (hall  be  al- 
lowed time  for  mature  deliberation,  be- 
fore I  again  urge,  or  even  converfe  with 
him  upon  the  fubject;  and  the  only  thing  I 
afk  of  him,  or  of  you  is,  that  from  this  time 
forward  to  the  period  of  his  coming  of 
age,  you  will  forbear  holding  any  corre- 
fpondence  with,  and  avoid  every  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  each  other.  Mean- 
while, as  it  would  appear  to  me  difho- 
nourable  in  the  extreme  to  deceive  Lord 
Welwyn  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  his  daugh- 
ter, I  purpofe  laying  frankly  before  him 
the  exact  ftate  of  the  cafe ;  leaving  it  to 
him  to  decide  whether  he  choofes  ftill  to 
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adhere  to  his  engagement,  and  wait  the 
moment  of  my  fon's  final  decifion  before 
he  enters  into  any  other,  or  -whether  he 
prefers,  at  once,  breaking  off  the  match. 

"  My  firm  opinion  is,  that  his  par- 
tiality in  Edgar's  favour  is  fo  great,  that 
nothing  but  abfolute  neceffity  will  induce 
him  to  withdraw  his  word.  I  may  be 
miftaken ;  yet,  at  all  events  Clarentine, 
we  muft  whilft  this  negotiation  is  depend- 
ing— we  muft  be  feparated.  Lady  Julia 
may  never  be  my  daughter :  but  ftill, 
alas!  fuch  is  the  rigorous  duty  my  litu- 
atiqn  and  niy  judgment  enjoin  me,  that  I 
dare  not  give  an  appearance  of  fuch  en- 
couragement to  Edgar's  love,  as  he  might 
naturally  imply  from  your  being  conti- 
nued under  the  fame  roof  with  him,  after 
his  attachment  to  you  has  been  made 
public. 

"  My  heart  bleeds  for  you,  my  gentle 
Clarentine,  whilft  I  compel  myfelf  to 
perform  this  unwelcome  part.  The  day 
perhaps  may  come,  however,  when  even 
you  will  acknowledge  I  have  afted  right> 
and  when,  having  preferved  Edgar  from 
the  commiflion  of  an  aft  of  injuftice  to- 
wards his  filters,  and  you    from    confe- 

quent 


CLARENTINE..  go* 

quent  felf-reproach,  I  may  be  thought  to 
merit  bleflings,  where'  now  I  feem  only  to 
deferve  condemnation. 

"  Your  requeft  of  being  allowed  to 
repair  to  Mr.  Lenham  s  meets  with  my 
fulleft  "approbation.  Write  to  him,  my 
love,  to  enquire  whether  he  can  admit 
you,  and  to  fettle  with  him  the  terms  of 
your  board;- whatever  thofe  terms  may  be, 
I  (hall  unhefitatingly  comply  with  them, 
and  beg  you  will  tranfmit  to  me  his  an- 
fwer  the  moment  it  arrives. 

"  As  I  fhall  endeavour  to  the  utmoft 
of  my  power  to  conceal  from  my  fon  the 
place  of  your  future  abode,  you  would 
effentially  oblige  me  by  deferring  to 
communicate  it  to  Lady  Julia,  till  I  can 
be  allured  he  will  make  no  attempt  to  fol- 
low you-.  By  requefting  her  letters  may 
be  dire&ed  to  you,  under  cover  to  any 
third  perfon  you  may  choofe  to  appoint 
for  that  purpofe,  after  your-  arrival  in 
town,  this  may  be  eafily  effe&ed,  and  may 
perhaps  fave  me  from,  much  perplexity 
and  diftrefs.  To  Sophia,  as  I  can  fo 
entirely  depend  upon  her,  you  have  my 
readied  confent  to  write  as  often  as  you 
wifh;  yet — oh!  forgive  thefe  too  ne- 
1  cefTary 
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ceflary  precautions — yet,  even  to  her,  left 
accident  fhould  betray  what  I  fo  anxi- 
oufly  defire  to  keep  fecret,  I  would  re- 
commend to  you  always  to  fend  your 
letters  inclofed  to  Madame  d'Arzele. 

"  It  is  time  now,  my  deareft  Claren- 
tine,  I  fhould  come  to  the  conclufion  of 
this  long,  and  I  fear  you  will  think  un- 
friendly explanation.  I  grieve  to  be  ob- 
liged, for  one  inftant,  to  give  pain  to 
your  generous  heart;  nor  can  you  feel 
deeper  regret  on  receiving,  than  I  do  in 
announcing,  this  fentence  of  temporary 
banilhment.  Let  one  circumftance,  how- 
ever, be  your  confolation ;  I  acquit  you, 
as  well  from  my  knowledge  of  your  paft 
reclitude,  as  from  the  tefiimony  of  Edgar 
himfelf,  and  the  fentiments  contained  in 
your  letter  to  Sophia,  of  every  fpecies 
of  blame,  and  of  every  fufpicion  inju. 
rious  to  your  character;  and  rejoice  in 
being  able  to  affure  you,  that  you  have 
not  at  this  moment  in  the  w6rld  a  friend, 
who  thinks  more  highly  of  your  principles 
and  worth,  than  your  fincere,  and  ever 
moil  truly  affectionate, 

"  H.  Delmington." 

END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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